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A NO papers Uﬂtl| 1990 British Journal of Addiction (19%0) 85, 1603-1609

A Emphasis upon clinical
characteristics of samples T largely
focused on people using or Drug use, injecting practices and sexual
in J ectin g Opl oids (h eroin) then behaviour of opioid users in Sydney, Australia
studies of people who were SHANE DARKE, WAYNE HALL & JACQUELINE CARLESS
cann abIS, amphetamlne and ;ff;z;g oﬂi l;ugoéfc;h:;r f;;earck Centre, University of New South Wales, PO Box I,
cocaine dependent

A No examination of prevalence in Avecract

This paper examines drug use, injection practices, and sexual behaviour in a sample of 100 opioid users, both
in and out of current opiate treatment. Approximately three-quarters of subjects reported that they had used

th e g e n e ral p 0 p u I ati O n more than one illicit substance in the month trior to being intevviewed. Needle sharine was commen. with 29%

of sub; British Journal of Addiction (1991) 86, 1311-1316

A PhDs i Solowij, Ward, Rees, pases

McKetin, Ross, Swift, Topp RESEARCH REPORT

RESEARCH REPORT

Estimating drug consumption in opioid users:

i reliability and validity of a ‘recent use’
British Journal of Addiction (1990) 85, 629-634 P r— :pisodes method
RESEARCH REPORT Injecting drug users and the Human

¢ s HANE DARKE, NICK HEATHER, WAYNE HALL, JEFF WARD &
Immunodeficiency Virus: what do we \LEX WODAK!

The prevalence of minor psychopatho| know?

o o . Vacit 2, Universil New South Wal d 'Alcohol and
0plOld users seekmg treatment ational Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, University of New South Wales an. cohol a

Mrug Service, St Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney, Australia
SHANE DARKE

WENDY SWIFT', GERRY WILLIAMS?, OLWYN NEII National Drug and Alcokol Research Centre, University of New South

N DRNVE We A, 7 trac
& BRIN GRENYER! Tilat Ayt jbstract . .
Abiskract 'he efficient and accurate measurement of recent drug use is an i of tr and research
= L U ; ! . . ient infk . ither the clinician or
'National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, University of New South | This article examines the results of 1o years of h on the relationship b injecting drug mang,_@w;dmuz:’i. Un N ﬂ:ﬁﬂ:u{rs aone Mfﬂ?:_:;bgﬂ_e s;‘af:::um ish e a"o;?m-e Tk:u csm
Drug Advisory Service, Sydney, Australia use and the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). The two main transmission modes of HIV 7 = 8 - L Pa

among injecting drug users (IDU)—parenteral drug use and scxual behaviour—are cxamined in [¢9710¢5 @ ‘ecent use episodes wethod’, adapted from the measurement of alcohol consumption, for obtaining
detail, as well as the efficacy of attecmpted interventions to reduce the spread of HIV among this elf-reported drug use in eleven different drug categories. Reliability and validity data indicate that the m‘fwd
population. [Darke, S. Injecting drug users and the Human Immunodeficiency Virus: what do we know? ides a quick means by which accurate information may be obtained on the overall recent drug use of opioid
Drug Alcohol Rev 1992; 1r: 153-161.] lsers.




19972001: Generating more robust estimates

of prevalence of substance use disorders

A 1997 National Survey of Mental

Health and Well-being
Substance use disorders
Comorbidity of SUDs
Treatment seeking
Disability

PhDs 1 Burns, Degenhardt,
Proudfoot

A Indirect estimates of the
prevalence of opioid

dependence

A Later expanded to
amphetamine dependence

(2004)

A Ongoing work
A NSMHWB II

A WHO6s Worl d
Surveys

NDARC

ational Drug &
Alcohol Research Centre

To Do o Io I

Addiction (1999) 94(10), 1541-1550

RESEARCH REPORT

The 12-month prevalence of substance use and
ICD-10 substance use disorders in Australian
adults: findings from the National Survey of
Mental Health and Well-Being

WAYNE HAIIL, MAREE TEESSON, MICHAEL LYNSKEY &

LOUISA DEGENHARDT

PUBLIC HEAITH

How many dependent heroin users are there in Australia?

Wayne D Hall, Joanne E Ross, Michael T Lynskey, Matthew G Law and Louisa J Degenhardt

IX AUSTRALIA, dependent heroin users
are typically daily, or near-daily, injec-
tors of heroin, and of other opioid and
sedative drugs when heroin is not avail-
able. They continue to use heroin
despite the risks of being arrested for

M en drug or property crimes, imprisoned for

heroin-related offences, contracting
infectious diseases, and overdosing.?
Credible estimares of the number of
dependent heroin users are needed to
plan appropriate public policy responses
to the consequences of dependent
heroin use.? These consequences, which
have negative effects on the communiry
and public health,’ include bloodborne
virus transmission,’ premature death
from overdose,’ and crime.® The need
for credible estimates is especially per-
Hrent nEaw. Fecaiies am e aend e o8

Objective: To estimate the prevalence of dependent or daily heroin users in
Australia, and to compare the prevalence in Australia with that In other
developed countries.

Design: We applied three different methods of estimation {back-projection,
capture~recapture, and multiplier) to data on national opioid overdose deaths in
Australia, first-time entrants to methadone maintenance treatment, and heroin-
related arrests in New South Wales, We compared our estimates with estimates
derived by similar methods in countries of the European Union.

Data sources: Data on national opioid overdose deaths were obtalned from the
Auslralian Bureau of Statistics. Data on methadone entrants in NSW were
extracted from a database maintained by the NSW Depariment of Health. Data
on arrests for heroin-related offences were supplied by the NSW Police Service.

Resuits: The best estimates of the number of dependent heroin users in
Australia in 1997-1998 from the three methods of estimation were between

67 000 and 92 000 and the median estimate was 74 000. The population
prevalence was 6.9 per 1000 adults aged 15-54 years. The prevalence of heroin
dependence in Australia is the same as that in Britain (7 mer 4000 e it




1996-2003: Developing drug market surveillance

RALIAN THE ILLICIT DRUG REPORTING SYSTEM (IDRS) TRIAL:
Wardlaw report (1994) AUST DECE LRENDS FINAL REPORT

2001
IDRS trial (1996)

| D R S expans|o N “ I D R S ” Julie Hando, Susannah O'Brien, Shane Darke,
Lisa Maher & Wayne Hall

o o Do o

Extension to P arty Reflections on a t\}ro};year national pilot
. FINDINGS OF THE ofthe
d rU g S (P D I I Ia.ter ILLICIT DRUG REPORTING SYSTEM Party Drugs Initiative
EDRS) UDKS) D
. . L1BBY TOPP, SHARLENE KAYE, RAIMONDO BRUNO,
A B eg INNIN g Of annu al MARIE LONGO, PAUL WILLIAMS, BRIDIE O’REILLY,
CRAIG FRY, GABRIELLE ROSE & SHANE DARKE »

reporting of selected
statistics (e.g. opioid
overdose deaths)

Louisa Degenhardt, Jennifer Stafford, Stuart Kinner,

Jennifer Johnston, Craig Fry,
A D eve I O p m e nt Of N | D | P Raimondo Bruno & Maria Agaliotis
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Fig. 1. Percentage of all deaths attributed to opioid overdose in the 6
UK and Australia, 1985-1993.



