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What is the EDRS? 
   

                                

 
 

         

            
 

 

Ecstasy and Related Drugs Reporting 

System 

Participants: Regular ecstasy users (REU) 

Main Drugs: Ecstasy, methamphetamines, 

cocaine, GHB, Ketamine, LSD, 

analogues, cannabis etc. 

Three main components:  

1. 100 face-to-face interviews with REU; 

2. Key expert interviews (e.g. law, health and industry 

personnel);  

3. Population indicator data (e.g. hospital admissions, 

overdose deaths, Australian Crime Commission data etc). 





Source: EDRS REU interviews 2003-2012 





National data GLBT 

N=77 

Heterosexual 

N=529 

*p<0.05 















Self reported MH problems among GLBT, 2012 













 

Heterosexual & GLBT participants both: 

 

 Nominated ecstasy as their drug of choice 

 Had high levels of alcohol and tobacco use 

 Were sexually active  had similar rates of casual sex whilst under 

the influence of drugs, unprotected sex, STI testing 

 Had similar rates of bingeing, overdose, drug driving and criminal 

activity 
 

 



 

 

However, GLBT participants were significantly more likely to:  

 

 Have recently used amyl nitrate, ice, heroin and base (and less likely 

to have used cannabis, cocaine, speed and illicit pharmaceuticals) 

 Use drugs to come down from ecstasy  

 Have ever injected a drug 

 Have higher levels of psychological distress 

 Report MH problems  depression, anxiety, paranoia & PTSD 

 Have attended a mental health professional 

 Report body image concerns 
 

 



 GLBT community continues to suffer  higher levels  of MH problems 

than their heterosexual peers:  

  Prevention 

  Stigma & discrimination 

  Treatment (GLBT sensitive services) 

 

 Body image concerns  particularly among gay men and bisexual 

men/women.  

 

  High levels of sexually risky behaviours among GLBT and 

heterosexual participants  safe sex campaigns.  
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