The Australian (illicit) drug policy timeline: 1985 -2019

The Australian (illicit) drug policy timeline provides a list of key events , policy and legislative changes that have occurred in Australia between 1985 and 31 December 201 9.
Events are listed by jur  isdiction, atthe federal and state/ territory level. The first table includes events at the federal level. Events in the state and territories are split into two

parts. The second table includes events from the Australian Capital Territory, Queensland, Ne w S outh Wales and the Northern Territory. Events from South Australia, Tasmania,
Victoria and Western Australia are listed in the third table. The timeline will continue to be updated bi -annually . Please email through comments or suggested in  clusions .
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Year

Federal

2019

Large increase in peak  bodies i including the Australian M edical Association , the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners  , the Royal Australasian College of P hysicians , the
Austral asian College for Emergency Medic ine and the Ambulance Unio n Stat e Council - formally endors ing a pill testin g trial (Jan-Feb).

QandA ho st a special episode on  pill testi ng, drug law ref orm and drug policy . Panelists included Dr Mar ianne Jauncey , Dr David Cal dicott , Acting Assistant Commissioner Stu art S mith,
Former A FP Police Commissioner Mick Palmer and Ke rryn Redpath (Feb 18).

New reportre leased: fAlcohol and other drug use in regional and remote Australia: consumption, harms and access to treatment 0 i n t h eidestify img ¢rénds in alcohol and other
druguse in Regional and remote Australia . It sh owed that A) people living in Regional and remote areas of Australia were more likely than people living in Major cities to have consumed
alcohol at quantities that placed them at risk of harm from an alcohol -related disease orinjury ; B) Levels of recent drug use were similar between remoteness areas, however the type

of illicitdrugu  sed varied , with  much more use of ecstasy and cocaine in cities and more use of cannabis in very re mote regions ;c¢) The burden increas ed with remoteness:  Remote and
Very remote areas experienced 2.1 and 2.7 times, respectively, the burden of disease attributable to alcohol use, compared wi th Major cities in 201 1 and o ver the past decade, the rate
of drug -induced deaths has increase data fasterrat e in Regional and remote areas, up 41% since 2008, compared with a 16% increase in Major cities ; D) Agencies in Remote and very
remote areas had the highest rate of clients who sought treatment ;and E) Clients who sought treatment in Regio nal an d r emote areas were more likely than clients in Major cities to

travel 1 hour or longer to t reatment services  over the same period  (Mar).

Commonwe alth Department of Health a nnounced $20 million to support GPS and other allied health professiona Isin regio nal and remo te Australia to access professional development
and spec ialist s kills in addiction medicine (Mar) .

Scott Morrison elected as Prime Minister :w ith a minority Liber al/ National Coalition Government (May) .

New data released: fiTrends in substance use among Australian secondary school students 1996 12017 .0 This showed that use of alcohol among secondary students in Australia has
declined since the 2000s, most markedly am ong those aged 12 to 15 , and that in general use of illicit drugs has also declin ed. The main exceptioni s cannabis and ecstasy (May).

New research by Hughes etal released: fiCriminal justice responses relating to personal use and possession of illicit dr ugs: The re ach of Australian drug diversion programs and barriers

and facilitator stoexpans ion.0 T Hounsl Australian police divert 55% offenders with a principal offen ce of use/possess ion away from courts,  and that the biggest determinant of access

to d iversion is the state inwhich someonelives i asonly 32% offendersin WA were diverted comparedto 98%inS A.It outlined unanimous support for expanding diversion in A ustralia
and 10 steps to do this ,including a) ensuring all jurisdictions (particularl y NSW & QIld) provide diversion for  all illicit drugs , 2) switching from a discret ionary to legislative models , such as

the South Australian Police Drug Diversion Initiati ve, or a hybrid legislative & 3) considering newer models of  therapeutic diversion del ivery e.g.online versus fac etoface (Jun).

The ACIC received an extra $4.8 bi llion to extend wastewater analysis for 4 years in Australia  (until June 2023) (Jun).

New report published: ~ National Waste water Drug Monitoring Program Report 7. This compared waste water analysis results from Austral ia for 2018 against data from 25 other countries
across Europe, USA, Canada and Sou  th Af rica. This showed that Australia rank ed second highest in terms of combined stimulant use after the USA taking into account  use of
amphetamines , methamphetamines , cocaine and MDMA . The next highest countr ies were the Netherlands , Iceland and Canada (at3 ™, 4™ and 5" respectively) . Australia was also second
for methyla mphetamine (be hind USA) and MDMA (behind Netherlands)  specifically , but reported relatively low cocaine consumption (ranked at 17 th) (Jun) .

New report published:  filllicit Drug Data Report 2017 -18. 0 This showed thati n 2017 i 18, th ere were 112,827 drug seizures and 30.6 tonnes of llicit drugs seized nationally . The weight of
illicit drugs seized nationally has increased 130.0 per cent over the | ast decade, from 13.3 tonnes in 2008 709to arecord 30.6 tonnesin2017 1 18. ATS remained the second mo st seiz ed

illicit drug s (11,205kg ). There were 1 48,373 recorded llicit drug offence s in 2017 -18 ( 154,650 in 201 6-17) of which 90.3% = consume rand 9.7% = provider arrests . The number of clan
labs continuedt o decrease from 463 in 2016 -17 to 432 in 2017 -18. Most were for meth /amphetamine but 22 laboratories were detected in 2017 7 18 producing GHB/GBL and 20

laboratories detected producing MDMA the highest nu mb er reported in the last decade (Jul).

The Penington Ins titute released a new report: fMAustraliads Annual O96rdbse RepbysedObdverddudi 2087 It dhaved: r io 20172 hére were 1,612
unintentional  drug -induced deaths in  Australia => four unintentional drug  -induced deaths per day , or one death every 5.4 hours ; t he no. of unintentional drug  -induced deaths has
increased significantly over th e past 15 years, from 981 in 2001 to 1,612 in 2017 (a64.3% increase) i outstripping both the rate of population growth (27.8%) and number o f deaths

due tothe road-toll ( 1,246 in 2017) ;t he rate of unintentional drug -induced deaths continu es to increase inru ral and regional Australia  , witha 24% between 2011t 02017 vs a5%
increase in capital cities ; and o pioids were the drug group most commonly identified in unintentional drug -induced deaths in 2017  (involved in 904 deaths  , of which 358 = heroinand 344
= oxyco done / morphine / codeine ), followed by benzodiazepines (involved in 583 dea ths). But, analysis of trends showed a significant rise in deaths involving  two main drug types: a)
heroin and b)  stimulants (including methamphetamine) (Aug) .

An Audit of the Comm onwealth Department of Health achievements unde r the National Ice Action Str ate gy showed limited progress: fiwhile Australian Government funding to the alcohol

and other drug sector has increased and actions have progressed, there is no monitoring to assess whether progress is being m ade to ward the Strategy & goal of reducing the p  revalence
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of ice use and resulting harms across the Australian community. This reflects that the department does not have an evaluation ap proach in place for the National Ice Action Str ategy and
is not mo nitoring any progress towards the goals and objectiv e0 (Sep) .

Social Services Legislation Amendment (Drug Testing T rial) Bill 2019 introduced i the third iteration of the w  elfare drug testing provisions (11 Sep).Bill passed the house of
representatives but not the senate (17 Oct).
New NDARC reportr eleased : fAustralian Drug Trends 2019: Key Findings from the lllicit Drug Reporting System (IDRS) Inter views.0 This fou nd use of most illicit drugs was stable. 55%

repor ted usin g heroinin 2019 comparedto 54%in 2018 and 78% reported use of ~methamphetamin e compa red to 77% in 2018 . The median price of heroin nationally was $350 for one
gram , significantly h igher thant he median price in 2018 ($280 ). Incontrast, the media n price of crystalm ethamphetamine recorded in 2019 was the lowest recorded  since 2003 ($260 )
and a significant decrease from $300 in 2018 , and a further decrease from 2014 - $500 (Oct).

New NDARC report released: ~ fAustralian Drug Trends 2019: Key Finding sfromt he Ecstasy and Rel ated Drug Reporting System (  EDRS) Interviews .0 This showed recent use of ecstasy

pills cont inuedto fall (67% vs 75% in201 8)while recent use of ecstasycap s rose (77%in20 19 versus 72% in 2018) . There was a significantincrease in medi an days of ecstasy cap use
from 6daysin 2018 to8daysin 2019 (13% report ed weekly use comp ared to 8% in 2018) and the median cost of an ecstasy capsule decreased from $25 in 2018 to $20 in 2019 -the
lowest median reporting price since reporting began in 200 8. Cocaine use increased from 2017 to 20181to 2019 (48%to 59% to67% ), withthel argest per cent of participants reporting
recent use since monito  ring began . (This was particula rly in NSW, Vic and SA).  Recent use of methamphetamine was stable in thel ast 3 years (33%) with 18% consum ing crystal (Oct).

A new nasal spray form of naloxon e i a life -saving antidote medicine used to treat a narcotic overdose in an emergency situation i was added to the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
(PBS) . Until thi s form n aloxone was only available in injectable forms ,butthe PBS listing of the nasa |spray was intended to provide easier administration of this overdose antidote for
people suffering an  overdose and first responders, and to thus help save lives. The new forma tw ould cost <$6.50 per script versus >$48 without sub sidy (1 Nov).

Home Affair srelea se new lllicit Drug Action Plan with principal focus on ice . Notes strong demand, along with hig h domestic prices, provides a lucrative market for criminal groups . Also
notes the dev astating impacts across communities, particularly in regional, rura I and r emote areas and the significant challenge in tackling the methylamphetamine market due to its

diverse supply . Notes some goals from 2015 have been achieved e.g. n ational dob in adea ler campaign, and others remain ongoing including consistent nation al prec ursor regulations
and disrupting  production and supply to ruraland r  egional communities . Key st rategies going forward: significantly expanding ABF saturation of mail, re viewing Cth laws, expanding gang
squads, and more strategic AFP liaison in Sth East Asia (Nov 201 9).

An update t o the Na tional Quality Framework for Alcohol and Other Drug Treatment Services (National Quality Framework) was released . This now includes strengthened clinical
governance requirements and a list of accreditation stand ards specialist treatment service pro viders m ust meet (Nov) .

National Framework for ~ Alcohol, Tobacco and other Drug Treatment 2019 2029 (The Framework) released. T he Framework enables a shared strategic vision of the drug a nd alcoh ol
treatment system and facilitates coordinated planning to provide the context for national and state and territory processes, programs and polic ies. The framework includes: Principles for
effective treatment ; Principles for effective treatment pl anning, purchasi ng and resourcing ; and Principles for monitoring, evaluation and res earch. Re effective treatmentt  his notes that
all treatment in Aust ralia should be a) person -centred, b) evidence -informed, c) equitable and accessible, d) non -judgmental , e) cultu rally responsive and f ) holist ic and co ordin ated . For
example, e very Australian should have an equal opportunity and right to seek and receive alcohol or o ther drug treatment at a time, location, cost, and treatment type that suits their

needs and Australi an alcohol and other drug treatment services should work closely with general health, mental health, social welfare and other relevant services to provide a holistic
approach to treatment to address an y co -occurring mental health, p hysical or socia | ne eds. Re effective treatment planning, purchasi ng and resourcing  this notes that  responsibility for
planning and coordinating the availability and accessibilit y of a Icohol and other drug treatment resides with both federal and state/territory governmen ts and t hat s iloed planning,
purchasing and resourcing can result in treatment gaps and planning duplication. Key principles are thus  to: a) e ngage all funders of  AOD treatment , as well as funders and planners of

other systems of care that impact on AOD treatment ; b) e ngage all other stakeholders , including service providers, clients of treatment and their significant others, peak bodies, and

community representativ.- es; c) identify gaps, priority groups, and areas of emerging need, within the jurisdictional and regi onal context ; d)t ake into account medium -term and long -term
horizon ; and e)t ake into account the capability and capacity of the workforces and the need f or other services (health, social welfare, etc.) (Dec).

Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme Take Home Nalo xone pilot commenced in  NSW, SAand WA. This aim ed to improve access and uptake of naloxone, by providing it for free and without a
prescription, fromawi  de variety of locations including community and hosp ital -based pharmacies, alcohol and other drug tre atment centres, needle and syringe p rograms, custodial
release programs, first responders (police) and GP clinic s. Plot c ommence d 1 December 2019 and  will run throughto 28 February 2021, with a final r eport expected in mid  -2021 (Dec).

New research released: fiTrends indrug -induced deathsi n Australi a, 1997 -2018 0. This examined deaths re lating to illicit drugs specificall y i and excluded an y relat ed to alcohol or
tobacco. The analysis showed there were 1,740 drug  -induced deaths among Australians in 2018 . The rate of de aths per 100,00 0 popula tion has been increasing since 2006 butrema ins
lower than the peak in 1999. Opioid s were the main drug cited in drug -induced deaths (1,129 deaths in 2018 ) (Dec) .

New research release d: fiTrends in drug -related hospitalisations in Australia, 1999 -201 8.0 This showed there were 60,627 drug -related hospital separations among Australians in 2017 -
18, equivalent to 0.5% of all h ospital separations in Australi a and that this was mostc ~ ommon am ongst those aged 20 -29. In 2017 -18t he greater proportion of drug -relate d hospital
separations was attributable to amphetamines and other stimulants (57 ho spitalisations per 100,000 people, 23% of drug -related hosp italisations) , compared to 14% o pioids. Th e rate of
amphetamine -related hospitalization has further increased sign ificantly since 20 09 - 57 versus 13 sepa rations per 100,000 people  and 43% were fo r psychosi s (Dec) .

2018

New research released by Gabri elle Todd et al fAdults with a histor y of ill icit amphetamine use exhibit abnormal substantia nigra morphology and parkinsonism .0 hiB showed a) that illicit
use of amphetamines  in Australian adults  was associated with abnormal substantia nigra  morphology and subtle clinical signs of parkinso nism, b) that such changes wer e not observed in
other control groups ( e.g. groups that only used cannabis or ecstasy ) and c) that these abnormalities were observe  d in adults wit h an average age of 30 years who had normal memory

and cognition, used methamph etamine as little as five or more times, and been abstinent from methamphetamine for an average of two years . The results support epidemiological

findings linkin g use of methamphetamine  with increased risk of developing Parkinson's disease later in life  (Jan).

The Hon. Dan Tehan MP, Minister for Social Services, re-introduced a second iteration ofab ill onw elfare drug testing 1 Social Services Legisl ation Amend ment (Welfare Reform) Bill
201 8. The bill proposed to  establish a mandatory drug testing tria 1 of 500 O recipients of Newstart Allowance and Youth Allowance (Other) in three specified locations - Canterbury -
Bankstown, New South Wales; Logan, Queensland and Mandurah, Western  Australia (28 Feb).
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New researc h released: fiThe methamphetamine market: Police detainee perspe ctives .0 This research , based on interviews with 4,4 00 police detainees in Bri  sbane, Adelaide, Perth and

Sydney found that in 2015 -16 58% of poli ce detainees reported they use d methamphetamine in the last 12 months (compared to 29 % in 2010) and that 42% reported being dependent

on the drug. Rece nt methamphetamine users reported consuming 14 days ou tof the last 30 days , u sing an average of 3 times aday anda quantity of 0.4gramsi.e. 1.2 g per day (Apr)
Senate Standing Committee on Communit y Affairs held a second inquiry into Social Services Legislation Amendment (Drug Testing Trial) Bill 2018. This led to two public heari ngs in Bass
Hill NSW and Logan QLD and rec eipt of 29 publi c submiss ions (Mar -May).

Bill by Senator David Leyonhj elm, Liberal Demo cratic Party, proposedtor  emove Commonwealth barri  ers to the legalisation and taxation of ca nnabis , with no restrictions on the

production or advertis  ing of cannabis (M  ay).

Australian Greens proposed to legalise cannabis for adult use in a tightly regula ted market. Key proposals i nclude a) establishment of an Australian Cannabis Agency that woul dbeact as
a single wholesaler, and issue all licenses fo r production and s  ale, b) retail sales outlets with strict age limits, requirements for plain packaging a nd bans on all advertising and c) options
for culti vation for personal use (May).

The Minist erial Drug and Alcohol Forum endorsed the National Quality Framework (NQF) for Alcohol and Other Drug Treatment Services . Ministers noted the  impl ementation of the ~ NQF
will set a nationally  consistent quality benc  hmark which consumers can expect from drug and a Icohol treatment providers, both government and non -government funded.  Arrangements

for the NQF include:
A Gover nment dtmentdeevdicetprowederswil |be required to comply wit h the NQF, through contr  actual and/or jurisdictional arrangements.
A ®viders not receiving government funding will be req uired to meetthe  NQF through regulatory or other processes as determined by jurisdictio ns as appropriate  (Jun) .

Ministerial Drug an d Alcohol Forum establis hed an Opioid Issues Working Group, with t he acc ess and availability of Naloxone in Australia the fi rstissue to be ex amined (Jun).

New national approval process for medical cannabis unvei led: replacing du al approval process via sta  tes and Commonwealth, wi  th singe nationally consistent online acce ss pat hway via
TGA (Jul).

The National Centre for Clinical Research on Emerg ing Drugs (NCCRED) was  established to support clinical research into n ew treatment opti  ons, training of health pro fessionals and
evaluatin g treatment effectiveness for people using metha mp hetamine or other emerging drugs of concern . This is a consortium le d by the National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre ,
with the National  Drug Research Ins titute, the National Centre for Educationand Train ing on Addi cti on and S tustrdliiarmodainettéd by D MadihetEbard £Sep).

The Cth De partment of Health ~ provided funding to expand the Victorian Ambulance Project to establi sh and maintain a  National Surveillance Syst  em for Alcohol and other Drug Misuse
and Overdose.

2017 The Cracks i n the Ice website was launched, to provide publicly ac cessible, factual and evidence  -based information for community groups, local councils, ¢ oncerned parents  and friends,
teachers, stud ents and frontline servi ce providers relating toice . A smartphone app  was developed in Jan 2018 (Apr).

First round of 40 Local Drug Action Teams  (LDAT) - one key recommendation of the N ational Ice Tas kforce - announc ed across Au stralia . The LDATs are supp orte d by the Australian Drug
Foundation and seekto develop locally fo cused and responsive action plans to reduce the impact of drugs, with a particular focus on the d rug ice . They invol ve local councils, service
provid ers, polic e, sporting groups, and NGOs and use a range of strategie s such as local health promotion, commun ity -led education and mentoring , early intervention an  d prevention
programs . 220 LDAT were promised over 3years (Mar).

First national wastewater report relea sed: covering5 1 sites (12 in Qld, 10 in NSW, 8 SA and 7 Vic) and 54% of the Australian population . Confirmed methylamphetamine had the highest
consume d illicitdrugt ested across all regions  in Australia (  Cannabi s was not included in testing). Also showed high levels at several  regional sites including in Qld, Vic and Tas (Mar).

National cost-effectiveness evaluation fiAustralian police diversion for can nabis offences: Assessing program outcomes and cost -effectiv ene s sfaund that ¢ annabis expiation and  cannabis
caution were sixt 015 tim es cheaper than provision of a traditional criminal justice response (charge) for cannabis use/possess offen ces, without leading to increased drug use or
subsequent offending  (Jun) .

New bill debated: Social Services Legislat ion Amendment (Welfare Reform) Bill 2017 . Schedule 12 of this bill proposed to introduce a mandatory drug testingtrial for 5000 new rec ipients
of News tart Allo wance and Youth All owance and thatan Yy trial participants who test positive to a  specified illicit drug (methamphetamin e, cann abis, opioids ) would be subjectto income

management for a period of 24 months and may be required to submit to drug trea tment . The bill was referred the Senate Community Affairs Legislation Committee (the committee) for
inqui ry and report by 4 Sept  ember 20 17 (22 Jun) .
The National Alcohol and Other Drug Ho tline became o perational and is  one of the resources promoted throug h the National Drugs Campaign, providing direct access to information,
counselling support and services (Jul).
Penington Ins titute rele asedanewreport: fAustrali adés Annual Overdbse RepbysedOb6erdose deat hs wedom 2004 wuntil 2014
I Deaths due to accide ntal overdose grew substantially from 705 to 1,137 between 2004 and 2014 : a 61 % increase.
I Contraryto stereoty pes Australians aged 40 -49 were the most likely to die of a drug overdose.
9 Large increases in overdose deaths in rural and regional were driving the overall increase.
WA was the worst state for overdose deaths per capita wi th 5.8 per 100,000 in 2 014 foll owed by NSW with 5.1 per 100,000 (July .
National Drug Strategy 2017 -2026 re leased: first decade long drug strategy. The central objective remained harm minimisation : to build safe, healthy and resilient Australian
communitie s through preventingan  d minimi sing alcohol, toba cco and other drug -related health, social, cultural and economic harms among individuals, families and communities , with
the st rateg y noting fi lhis consistent approach to the national drug policy framework ha s earned high internati  onal reg ard for its progressive, balanced and comp rehensive approach and
has made considerable achievements. 0 K eripri ty actio nsincluded: a ) en hancing access to evidence -informed, effective and affordable treatment services and su ppor t; b) developing
new data c ollections and sharing data and research that support s evidence -informed approaches and early warning of emerging priori ties; c)increasing participatory processes that
facilitate collaboration between government, the communi ty and non -govern ment sector ; and d) enhancing systems to facilitate greater diversion into health interventions from the
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criminal justice system, part icularly for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is lander people, young peopl e and other at -risk populations who  may be experiencing disproport ionate harm (Sep).

The Senate Community Affairs Legislatio n Committee (the committee ) inquiry into  the Social Services L egislation Amendment (Welfare Reform) Bill 2017 received 63 submissions and
held two public hearings in Sydney and Melbourne . Serious co ncerns were raised by multiple groups including : the Australian Council of Social Service ; National Employment Services
Association; Drug Policy Modelling Program  ; UnitingCare ; Catholic Social Services Australia and Catholic Health Austral ia; The Kirby Ins titute; Cohealth; National Drug Research Institute;
Australian Drug Law Reform Initiative; Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations; Australian Injecting and lllicit Drug Users League; Western Australian Network of Alcohol and other
Dru g Agencie s; andt he Public Health Association Agency . Key issues raised were : a) a lack of evidence to support the use of drug testing; b) the cost, availability and reliability of drug
testing; c)the lack of availability of treatment servic es to meet potential in  creased demand ; d) the potential to increase stigma, poverty and crime in the trial regions and e) lack of
rigo rous research met hodology for the trial . Of note, ¢ riti cs stated that there is no evidence that drug testing will achieve the desired outcome.  Submission s referred to drug testing of
welfare recipients introduced in the USA and New Zealand where only small numbers of those tested returned positive test results . For example, one trial in New Zealand of 8001

participants had on ly 22 positive testres  ults : 0.27 % of participants . Other s noted proposed drug testing  would capture both recreational and drug dependent people , which would
unnec essarily increase demand on drug treatment services and that existing drug treatment services were already significa ntly und er-resourced (meetingonly 50% of demand) . In
response, on Aug 30 the Government announced a $10 million fund woul d be available to provide additional assistance to drug treatment services in the three drug testing sites (Sep).

The Parliamentary J oint Com mittee on Human Rights considered the  Social Services Legislation Amendment (Welfare Reform) Bill 2017 and raised concer nsthat Sc hedule 12 (welfare
drug testing provisions) interfered with and limited the rights to privacy, bodily integrity, socia | securi ty and equality and non  -discrimination . For example ,they stated fdrug testing is an
invasive procedure and may violate a person's legitimate expectation of privacy. Further, the measure requires the divulging of private medi cal informationtoafi  rm contr acted to
conduct the drug testing. A person may need to provide evid ence of their prescriptions and/or medical history t o the company to avoid false positives that, for example, detect prescribed

further noted th  at the limits on the right to privacy did not appear justified: fiThe initial analy sis identified that, fi  rst, the measure appears to be overly broad. The randomised drug test is

not reliant on any  reasonable suspicion that a person h as a drug abuse proble  m and thati fthey test positive once, even if it was the first time they had used anillicitdrugoritw asa
fal se positive, their payments are quarantined for two years, during which period they must use a cashless welfare card 0 and that less rights restrictive ways could be un dertaken to
achieve the central objectiv e such as by encouraging (voluntary) treatmentan d investing in additional treatment and referral services (Oct).

New NDARC research released fi D rgsiand the Internet 0 . isThionitor ed tre nds over time in the availability and type of substances sold via the internet on the dar knet looking specifical
at th e period January 2017 until  June 2017. Fourteen marketpl aces were actively monitored during the time period , but AlphaBa y and Hansa were shut down by a joint international law
enforcement operation in July 2017. Alphabay (up until closure) and Drea  m Market continued to be the largest marketplac  es at the end of  the monitoring period, recording the largest
number of unique ve  ndors during this time. Hansa (up until closure) was the third largest marketplace monitored during this period. Substantial dow ntime wa s recorded ac ross the
remaining marketp laces (including Dream Market) following the law enforcement seizures . By Decembe r 2019 11 of the 14 marketplaces monitored had closed, either as a result of
suspected exit scams, securi  ty breaches, or law enf = orcement seizures i an unprecedented number of market closures i n such ashorttime  (Dec) .

The Senate, on the motion of the gove rnment, agreed to remove Schedule 12 from the Welfare Reform Bill (trial of mandatory drug testing) (Dec 7).

opioids. Finally, the use of acard in purchasing es  sential goods after a person's benefit is quarantined will disclose that a p erson receives quarantined social security payments .0 They

ly

2016

The Office o f Drug C ontrol (ODC) established in the Commonwealth Department of Health to regulate and provide advice on the import, export a nd manufacture of controlled drugs as
well as the domestic cultivation of medicinal cannabis. Key roles:  to administer the  Narco tic Drug s Act 1967 and parts of the Customs (Prohibi ted Imports) Regulations 1956 and the
Customs (Prohibited Exports) Regulatio ns 1958 that relate to drugs (Feb 15).

New researchreleased: fiDr ug Use Moni t or:iAnexpansioniattetPibad. i a0 Thi s sought t aditenaDpWleamsdysisof pplice detainees in metropolitan areas

with analysis inregional areas i here Pilbara. 51 police detain  ees in South Hedland  were interviewed and compared with a sample of 209  Perth detainees. The findings indicated that

illicit drug use was significantly lower among those interview edin the regional setting, but that alcohol u se was higher and m any asserted alcohol contributed to their current de tention
(Feb).

The Federal Pa rliament of Austra lia passed | andmark legislation,  Narcotic Drugs Amendment Act 2016 , to allow the controlled cultivation of cannabis in Australia for medi cinal and related
scientific purposes  via a nationa | licensing scheme . The ac t come into effect on 30 Oct 201 6, with a detailed reg ulatory framework enab  ling applications for  licenses and permits for the

licenseesmustbe j udged as o6fit and proper persond including havi ng gerioeswffeace B thdlasssiyears againse x p ethiSea el erjtory taw
and being a person of good repute (Feb 24 ).

Nationa | Dob in a D ealer campaign launche d, a campaign with  Crime Stoppers that asks local communities to report drug dealers and drug -relateda cti vity and fAstop
supplyanddeali ng of dr ugs i This/anofsom Feb PO16 O until Ma rch 2017 a nd was furth er extended in 2018.

New research by Degenhardt et al released: fEstimating the number of regular and dependent methamphetami ne users in Australia, 2002  -2014 0. This estimatedt hatin 2012 -13 there
were a total of 268 000 regul ar metha mphetamine users and 1 60 000 dependent users aged 15 1 54 years in Australia  and that this number had increased substantially over the last 12
years (Mar).

New research by Ritter and Stoove released: fiAl cohol a nd redtniest policdin Augtr t al i aiécoficlid ed that Aust ralia needs to double its investment in alcohol and drug
resources to meet unmet treatment needs (Mar).
TGA rescheduling of n  aloxone commenced enabling purchase of naloxone over-the -counter in pharmacie s (S3)( Feb1).

New com mentary by Lenton et al (Austr alia reschedules nalox one for opioid overdose) highlight ed new challenges for  full and effective  implementation of naloxone over the counter
(OTC) in Australia: including the ¢ ost of obtaining naloxone OTC. For example, they n  oted tha t under th e Pharmaceut ical Benefits Scheme, five minijets of naloxone cost A$37.70, or
A$6.10 on concession , which could be a significant barrier t 0 many consumers  especially for opioid users who ar e often financially disadv antaged (Mar) .

Parliamen tary Dru g Summit h eld in Canbe rra, co-hosted by Sena tor Richard Di Natale (Greens), Sharman Stone MP (LNP) and Melissa Parke MP (ALP). Summit brought toget  her
International and Australian representatives wi th expertise in health, NG O, justice, personal add iction a nd academi a to share e xperiences and recomme  ndations around harm

cultivation, production and manufacture of medicinal cannabis products . Key rules included that first set of cultivation or manuf acture licenses would be issued for oneye ar only and that

C d

t h

Caitlin Hug hes i Lastupdated 15 January 2020.For commen tsemail: caitlin .hughe s@flinders. edu.au

4


mailto:caitlin.hughes@flinders.edu.au

minimisation and drug law reform. Led to call for Australia to put health and comm  unity safety first in illicit drug policy; to remov e criminal sanctions forp  ersonal d

including inrelati ontodr ug-related cr i mes a). ( Ap

levels of methylamphet  amine, MDMA and cocaine (J  un).
Australian Criminal  Intelli gence Comm ission was e stablished followingt he merge of the Australian Crime Commission (ACC) and CrimTrac (Jul 1).

The Greens Party unveiled an ew drugs policy thatend ed oppos itiont o legalisation of illicit drugs. The  new drugs policy include d three principles: 1) the current punitive

a new ind ependen t n ational regu latory authority to as  sess and reduce the harm of illicit drugs (Dec).

use has failed to stop illicit drugs use; 2) the legal f ramework for  drugs and other substances used for non -medical pu rposes s hould b e informed by e vidence of the extent
the harm likely to be caused; and 3) education is a vital tool in reducing both harm from and demand for drugs, including leg al drugs such a s alcohol and tobacco. The

rug use;to  expand

inve stmentin drug treatme ntand to pursue anop  en debate on more effective policies (Mar 2).

Australian country statement at the United Nations 59 th Commission on Narcotic Drugs noted t hat f A uopposeatheiuse ofthedeat h penalty inall circums tances, including in

relation todrug -related crimes ¢ and t hat Australia would ficontinue to press for a gnpminaidga pualic health appréaeh todlleiadt h  prign &
use which considers a  proportional response to minor o rnon -violentdrugrel at ed cr(Mane s 0

Australian country statement at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGASS) reiterated t haill cofitidue ® presafbria globa ban on the death penalty in all circumstan  ces,

Stereosonic music  festival organisers announced it was cancelling its 2016 trip to Australia following two fatal overdose s at their events in Sydney and Adelaide in late 20 15 (Apr).
DPMP researchr eleased by Chalmerseta | : fi stigmatisa tion of 'ice 'and underreportingo f met hamphet ami ne use in gener al popul ation su
(methamphetamine  in particular) may lead to under -reporting of use  in the national drug strat  egy household survey (Ju n).

A national pi lot wastewat er analysis program an  nounced, funded through $3.6 million from Proceeds of Crime. The program will be run by the Australian Crime Commission and monitor

Data from the Kirby Institute r evealed record numbers of Australians treated for H epatitis C since listing o f new generation treatme  nts ont he Pharmac eutical Bene fits Schemes. For

exam ple, 22,470 Australians had commenced Hepatitis C treatment since PBS listing in May 2015 , compared to 2,000 -3,000 people treated annually prior to the li sting (Jul).

New research by Hughes etalrelease d : i ficking in multiple co mmodities: Exposing Au st r al i adrigandpolyy-cr i mi nal net works. o This pr thescaeed t
trends and harms of Australian poly -drug traffick ers (traf fickers that trade in mult iple illicit drugs) , sho wing tha t compared to traffick ers that trade in one drug (mono -drug traffickers),

poly -drug traffickers  import larger quantities of drugs, are more involve d in other forms of organized crime and are more re silient to police  (Aug) .

Illicit Drug Data Report 2014 -15 released . This showed that the number of bo  rder detections increased for most drug types. Of note the number and weight of heroin, cocaine and MDM A
detections at the Australian border increased. The report also included for the first time  results from was tewater an alysis. This indicated that methyl = amphetamine use in the community

had increas ed linearly from 2009 to 2015, and that levels of use were much higher than suggested by estimates from the ND SHS (Aug).

The Senate pas sed a motion led by Gree  ns Leade r Richard Di Natale ca lling on the Federal G overnment to address the rising rates of harm associated with drug use by implementing and

appropriatel y resourcing evidence -based harm reduction policies , including:(i) greater ac cess to needle and syrin  ge progr ams across the country with an urgentroll  -out of trials inside
prisons, (iii) promoting awareness of the life -saving opioid reversal drug Naloxone , and highlighting its availability over the counte r in pharmacies, and(iv) w orking with state and

territory government s to ceaset he use of drug sniffer  dogs at festivals and urgently introduce trials of pill testing for the upcoming festivals season. The motion passed the Senate

without objection from La  bor or Liberal Senators (A ug).

2016 Ecstasy and Re lated Dr ugs Report ing System (  EDRS) reported aresur gence inthe Australian ecstasy market aswell as a shift towards higher purity  crystal forms of the dr  ug.
Regular stimulant users reported increased avai lability and purity of cry stal and non -crystal for ms of ec stasy in A ustralia. Th ey also reported a shi  ft in forms of use with increased use of
crystal and capsules . Of note, p revalence of crystal ecstasy i ncreased from 39% in 2013 to 57% in 2016 (Sep).

New research releas ed by Roche and McEntee : filce and the outback : Patterns and prevalence of methamphetamine use in rural Australia 0 This showed that those living in rural locations
have s ignificantly higher  levels of recent use of methamphetamine in general and ¢ rystal methamphetamine in particular and that this is concerning given the pre -existing health and

social vulnerabilities of those living in rural Australia . The article notes the need for prevention efforts targeting  rural workplaces and primary care settings . The authors also noted drug
networks may be spreading from major cities to smaller communities , and thatth is may reflect deliberate targeting of rural communitie s by illegal distribution networ ks (Dec) .

approach to drug

and nature of
policy also calls for

I Vv ¢

2015

addition to prescri  bed opioids and that many of those reported they got more pain relief from cannabis than conventional medicines (Jan).
Indonesian President  Joko Widodo d enied the final appeal for Bali Nine offenders, An  drew Cha nand M yur an Sukumaran , to avoid the death p  enalty (Jan).

of ongoing law enf orcemen t concern about the impact on drug dr  iving enforcement and the use of the cannabis leaf design normalizing and trivializing the use of cannabis (Jan).
Silkroad website founder Ro  ss Ulbricht f ound guilty on seven count s including drug traffic  king and money laundering (Feb ).

The Centreof Resea r ch Excell ence in Mental Heal th and Substance released the fir stThdpmgranraans
adolescents about the potent  ial harms of cannabis, m  ethamphe tamine, hallucinogens and pills throughaga me format (Feb).

substances are controlled under other parts of the Criminal Code or the Customs ( Prohibited Imports ) Regulations. The ma ximum penalty  for an offence will be im
years, 300 p enalty units (currentl y equivalentto $51,00 0) or both . The measures will enter into force when it is proclaimed or six months after Royal Assent (Feb 23).

ANZ Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation met to consider ANZ Food Standards approval A1039 for the use of low THC hemp produc tsin food. Th e application was rejected

New research by De ¢rperterce af ddjunetive cannabis use for chronic non-cancer pa i nfound 13% of theirsam  ple of 1 500 chronic pain  patient s were using cannabis in

t townrmdr u g

Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee commenced an Inquiry into the  Regulator of Medicinal Cannabis Bill 2014 wit h a call for public submis  sions (Feb).
The Crimes Legisla tion Am end ment (Psycho active Substances and  Other Measures) Bill 2014 was adopted. The bill amends the Criminal Code Act 1995  (the Code) to ban
the importation of all substances that ha ve a psychoac tive effect that are noto  therwise regulated orba nned. It was in tended tofill the regulatory gap bef  ore new psychoactive

prisonment for five

on the basis

edu

Caitlin Hug hes i Lastupdated 15 January 2020.For commen tsemail: caitlin .hughe s@flinders. edu.au



mailto:caitlin.hughes@flinders.edu.au

National Ice Action Strategy to tackle ice (crystal methamphetamin e). The taskf orce called for public sub  missions until 20 May 20 15 (Apr) .
Bali Nine offenders , Andrew Chan and Myur  an Sukumaran, were executed in Indonesia (Apr).

that naloxone is a well -tolerated | ife - saving medicine with minimal side effects; 2) international experience and the outcomes of a trial conducted in the Australia

use of naloxone (Nov 4).

commu nication plan focusing  onice; r eview diversionary programmes to determine best practice approaches, and consider options for improving and expanding existin

Federal Parliamentary Joint C  ommittee on L aw Enforcement initiated a  n inquiry into crystalm  ethamphe tamine (ice). Terms of reference includedto  examine 1) the role of
the adequacy of

Commonwealth law enforcement agencies in responding to the importation, manufacture, distribution and use of methamph etamine and i ts chemical precursors; 2)
Commonw ealth la w enfor cement resource s; 3) the involvement of organised crime in methamphetamine related criminal activities; and 4) the nature, prevalence and culture of
methamphetamine use in Austra lia (Mar).

National Ice Taskforce laun  ched by Prime Minister T ony Abbo tt. The taskforce was led by Ken Lay APM, fo rmer Chief Commissioner of Victoria Police, and tasked with establishing a

Australi a amount ed to $1 .2 billionin 2012/2013: just under one per cent of health care spending in Australia. States/territories accounted for 51% of all expenditure (Aug).

Australian Crime Commission lllicit Drug Data Report 2013 -14 released. Noted that the number of illicitd rug seizures and arrestsw  ere the highest on recor  d. Of particula r concern the
number and weight of AT S end-product (excluding MDMA) detections at the Australian border were the highest and second highest onrecord and the number of national A TS seizures

and arrests were the highes  t onrecord . That said, trendsi nthe n umb er of ATS cl an lab detections had  decreased for the second year (May).

Law Crime and Community Safety Council (LCCSC i the peak ministerial law enforcement body in Australia) agreed to wor k towards more nationally consistent controls over precurs or
chem icals and equip ment and that they wou  Id arrange public consultation on a range of possible options (May).

A range of new hepatitis C treatments were added to the pharmaceutical b enefits schem e (PBS), including Viekira ~ Pak® with acurerateo  fmoret han 90% . Treatments be came available
May 12 016 (Mar).

New research by Ritter et al, released: AHeal th expenditure on alcohol and other dr ug tndthat alaneholtand other diug setitm a | éntespe(dih@ in 2 /

The Therapeutic Goods Admini  stration (TG A) announced itsdecision to pl ace @ nal asedforethedrk atmentofopio i d over dos e ole8,tontencirgd &eb 2016 , thereby

allowing over -the -counter (OTC) purchase . This made Australia the second country, after Italy (in 1995), to have nalo xone formally available OT  C. Key reasons forthed  ecision were: 1)

n Capital Ter ritory

suppo rt the view that easier av ailability of naloxone i s likely to decr ease the propo rtion of opioid overdo  ses which result in death in Australia; and 3) that there are few inherent risks with

Final Report of the  National Ic e Taskforce , chaired by Ken Lay, relea  sed following face-to-face consu ltations across the co untry and over 1,300 w  ritten submissions. Report concluded that
ice use was causing significant harms across Australia, but that in spite of the best efforts of Aus tralian law enforcementthat the ice m arket remained high and veryres ilientt o law
enforcem ent (due to the capaci ty to both import and domestically manufacture supplies) . The taskforce thus concluded that i c e i ssonfethimgtwe can simply arrest our way out of
and recommended that governme nts focus actiononredu cing the demand for ice and re ducing the harmitcau ses: via expanded prevention and treatment responses. Made 38
recommendations including; to increase investment in alcohol and other drug spec ialist treat ment services; develop ac omprehensive, evidence -based two -year pr evention

g arra ngements;

users and the com munity . Strate gy had five key areas:  support for families and communities; targeted prevention; investment in treatment and workforce; focused law enforcement;
and better evidenc e and resear ch. Also noted thatanew  Ministerial Drug and Alc  ohol For um would be developed in 2016 to oversee the National Ice Strategy and National Drug

prioritise building a nation  al cooperative scheme on  unexpla ined wea lth; piloting a Swift and Certain Sa  nctions programme for ice offenders on probation, drawing on lessons learned

from US HOPE models; introduce a simplified governance model to s upport great er cohesion and coordinati  on of law enforcement, h  ealth, e ducation and other res ponses to drug misuse
in Australia; to establish a national wastewater analysis capability; and to establish an illicit drug monitoring clearinghouse for national d ata (Dec).

Commonwealth government iss ued aresponse to the Na  tional | ce Taskf orce. Included $300m in new funds  across five areas: s  upport for families and communities; targeted prevention;
investment in treatment and workforce; focused law enforcement; an d better evi dence and research. Specif ic responses included:  $241.5 mi llion for the delivery of further treatment
services; $24.9 million to help families and communities, including via up to 220 new Community Drug Action Teams; and $18.8 million  to enhanc e our eviden ce base, deliver new
guide lines and improve the qu  ality of data an d research on ice and otherillicit  drugs (Dec 5).

National Ice Action Strategy released :with objective to  prevent people from using ice in the first place, help those who are u sing to stop , and to reduce the harms the drug is causing to

Strategy: consisting of health and justice Ministers with responsibility for alcohol and drug policy who would re port directly to COAG  (Dec 11).
A one stop portal  for evidence -based drug preve ntion resources and in  formation i Positive Choices i was launched. The site was developed at the National Drug and Alcohol Research
Centre in collaboration with the National Dr ug Research Institute to p  rovide a central access  point fo r school communities: teachers, students and parents . It includes drug education
resources, fact sheets, webinars and games (Dec).
A change to funding arrangements for the national commu nity respons e to Blood Borne Viruses (  BBV) and Sexually Transm issible Infectio ns (STI)ledt o threat of closure of  AIVL, the
Australian agency representing people who use drugs. But closure was averted following large community response including a # SaveAl VL Campaign and letters to MPs (Dec).

2014 Joint Task Force ( Task For ce Eligio), that was e stablished to focus on  high -threat money laundering, seized $550 million in drugs, $30 million worth of assets , $26 million in cash  and

(AUSTRAC), in partnership with State and Territory police, Australian Customs and Border Protection Service, Co mmonwealth r  egulatory and law enforcem
agencies including the United States Drug Enf orcement Administration (Jan) .

problems in threshold designs, inc luding that us ers of drugs, particularly MDMA, consume or purcha se fort heir per sonal use alon e more than the curren
a charge of fAdeemed supplyo and sanction of wup tenunibérofyeaa ntises@®ar). s on . Recommende

New DPMP research released : Adastr alian th reshold quanti ties for drug traffick  ing .0 Provided the first evaluation of threshold designs throughout Australian states.

arrested 105 people . The tas kforce was | ed by the Australian Crime Commission and involved the Australian Federal Police and the Australian Tr ansaction and Reporting Centre

ent partners and interna  tional

2014 G overnment Services Report showed perceptions of illegal drugs as a problem in Australia decreased from 45 % to 37% (2011 -12to 2012 -13) (Feb).

Showed a number of

t threshold quantity that triggers

d increasi

ng

New NDARC research showe d growthi n number of Au stralian retailerson t hek 6@l &6 e v e n clestrd ofSilk Roddd.0 in Oct 2013 and a shift in nature of demand: reduction in
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demand for new psychoactive substances (NPS) and increase in demand for traditional illicit subst  ances (Mar).

Minister f or Justi ce Micha el Keenan anno unced that the Governm  ent will amend regulations to add four NBOMe substances, al s o k n o synthetic £SDf ¢, to the Criminal Code. This will
increase the penalti es for importa tion of these products from afineto betweentwo years pr ison and life imprison ment (Mar).

Australian Crime Commission lllicit Drug Data Report 2012 -13 released. The report highlighted a number of records in 2012 -13 including that the number of national i llicit drug arrests
and se izures had increased to  the high estonr ecord and the weight of seizuresto  the second highest on recent. Of particular note were further increases in the number and weight of
ATS (excluding MDMA)  (Apr) .

The Australi an Crime Commi ssion warned that crystal methamphetamine was emer  gingin Australiaasa o6pandeém( Apr ) .

New guideli nes issued: National Guidelines for Medication - Assisted Treatment of Opioid Dependence (Apr).

New DPMP research released by Alison Ritter et al, fiReview working paper 7 : Australian alcohol and other drug tre atment spending. 0 This pro vided the first estimate o f total spending on
alcohol and other drug treatment in Australia: approximately $1.3 billion per annum . It also showed that the largest contributor to spending were the states/territories (49%) , compared
to 31% from the Commonwealth (Apr ).

ANCD statement issued: fiFunding pr inciples for non -government organisations providing alcohol and other drug treatment. 0 Key principles included 1) recognise the important role of
AOD NGO s and the benefits they  bring to the wid er AOD sector; 2) Recognise that NGO s provide more resources to service provision than governments fund; 3) The basis for

government decisions surrounding funding models for the AOD sector a nd funding decisions must be transparent; and 4) L evels of funding providedto A OD NGOs must be adequa te to
enable provision of quality services that meet demand, and all the costs associated with its delivery (Apr).

The Prime Minister Tony Abbot t stated o n Radio 3AW that the war o n drugs is finot a warwe will ev erfinal ly wi n(@&pr).

ANCD position paper fiMandat ory Treatment 0 opposed mandatory  drug treatment except under exception al circumstances (Apr).

Australian Customs and Border Protection Se rvice and other | eaders of customs a dministrations from the Asia- Pacific, in cluding Hong K ong and China, endorse d a new Asia -Pacific Anti -
Drug Strategy ,to provide for additional information and personnel exchanges, and a framework for regional and trans -national jo intanti -drugs operations across the region (May).

NIDAC released repor t A & bnd otlrerdrugtrea t ment f or Aboriginal and Torres Strait |Islander peopl es. 0 Thibasedandovi d
directly relat ed to addr essing AOD use among Abori  ginal and Torres Strait  Islander peoples (Jun).

New framework for a national response to New Psychoactive Substances in Australia released. The framework was developed by the Inter -Governmental Committee on Drugs (IGCD)
with input  from health, law enforcem  entand non -governmente xperts. Key incl usionsint he framework included: 1) the need for consistency in terminology, and henceforth the use of
the term finew psychoactive substanceso0 issaging;R |)theneddioestahlish ac o sofidesidermenbdse,rsuce h asrihd ougteimp roved monitori ng of NPS trends

comp rehensive harms assessments (health and social) of NPS and sharing of information across states/territories ; and 3) considerat  ion of optimal legal respons es (Jul).

New strategies adopted: Seventh Nationa | HIV St rategy; Fourth Nationa | Hepatitis C Strategy  ; and Second National Hepatitis B Strategy (Jul).

The Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee (PBAC) rejected the application to add sofosbuv ir (Sovald i) an antiviral medication for Hepatitis C witha  treatmen ttimeo f just12

week s to the Pharmaceutica | Benfits Scheme (PBS), arguing it was too expensive (Aug).

Commonwealth Government states that it would not oppose state or territory moves to decrimina lise cannabis for medicina | purposes (Aug).

ANCD r elease n ew repor t: fiMedicinal use of cannabis:backgy r ound and i nformation papero (Aug) .

ANCD report released: AfYoung people's opinions on al cohadafromaAosdt rod lhiea 6 o r lugrs gyeuhtsopisians on e AOD@blicy énp=2335),,
concluded that Australian youth  show ed strong support for harm reduction measures, including needle and syringe programs, regulated injecting facilities, and the availability of pi |l

testing , and for drug law reform but were opposed to tigh  ter alco hol regu lations. They also expressed a desir e for more reliable or relevant drug information and education (Aug).
ANCD report on fAMedication tr eat mtygpestimda htiusers ® releasad. Uaenhp dysematimi crreview covering withdr  awal and pharmac otherapy optio ns to identify

whether there were any treatment options with promise. Concluded that the evidence was not yet strong enough to recommend routine use of any option . For example outcomes

conflicted and m ost studies were poor qua lity e.g . small sample sizes , variable participantr  etention and often lacking testing for specific ATS patterns in Australia . That said, it noted a
number of treatments that showed promise e.g. D examphetam ine, Bupropion and Modafin il and recommended furth er resea rchin| ocal condition s (Aug).

ANCDreport r el eased: fAFrom policy to implementation: child and family s e n sorttundertakerpby a dNCETA, eon cludedtthatehera | ¢
was increasing attention being directed to the risks children are exposed to, but also that respons ibility for the child  ren of those attending AOD services currently remains ambiguous and

that that this impedes constru ctive and consistent responses across and within sectors (Aug).

Prime Minis ter Tony Abbot backs legalisat ion of medical cannabi sand states that fino further testing should be needed on the dr
Public Health Associati on of Australia  (PHAA) launch position st atement strongly support  ive of m edical ¢ annabis (Sep).

The Australian Treatment Outcome Study (AT 0S), all year pro specti ve cohort study o f heroin dependent people , found that 11 years post the initial treatment ep isode the cohort had
received a median of 1,465 t reatment da ys and shown significant reductions in 1) daily heroin use from 80% at baseline to 4% at year 11; 2) involveme nt in crime from 55% at baseline
to 22% atyear 11  ; and 3) crime as the main source of income from 24% at baseline to 2% at year 11 (Sep).

New Alcohol an d Other Drugs (A OD) Peaks Netw orks formed. The netwo  rk comprised all state and territory AOD peaks and provided a conduit for immediate access to AOD services in all
Australian jurisdiction s (including trea tment & harm reduction ser vices) and means to supp ort information exchange, collaboration, sector deve lopment, and quality improvement (Sep).

New NDARC research released: AiYoung adult sequel ae ofysadoloe Jpvaeddatadramfourldri sge Austmlasiamlongitudn t iralgstu aliesiande a
showed that f requent cannabis use i n adolescence was linked with reduced odds of high -school completion and degree attainment and substantially increased odds of later cann abis
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drugs and assault, with drugs

2013 ( at12% ). However, th

dependence, use of other illicit drugs and suicide attempt (Se  p).
COAG meetin g led to a nat ional agreementto sup  port a trial of medical cannabis in NSW (Oct).

ABC Four Corners issue a new documentary on methamphetamine: ilce RasBi ght yoeaheis2006 doc fument ary A The réporiedoAgmew icdepidemic fravaging
regional Aust r a | (Oatp

IGCD Sta keholder Forum held to discuss the development of the new National Drug Strategy. Key feedback was the need for more meaningful stakehold  er engagement, a broader
concept of enforce  ment beyond police, incl  uding li quor lic ensing authori ties, local government |, health authorities  and food law and increased attention to the social determinants of

health, including the role of education, employme nt and housing (O ct).

2014 Ecstasy and Rel ated Drugs Reporting Sys tem (EDR S) repor ted that among stregular stimulantu  sers there had been  a stabilization in the use of new psychoactive substances (NPS)
(37% in 2014, compared to 36% in 2013) and adrop in use of synthetic  cannabis (7% in 2014 compa red to 16% in 2013) (Oct).

2014 lllicit Drug Reporting System (IDRS) reporte  d that amongst people who inject drugs there had been a stabilization in the overall use of methamphetamine, but an increase in the

use o f crystal methamp h et a mi nieed6fom 5566 in 2013 to 61% in 2014 (Oct).

New NDLE RF reportrele a s e dSupply reductio n policy anddrug -relatedharm . 06 The report condemopogeda)bne Bser€ssaAasisof the relationship between high -level
seizures and suppl ier arrests  of cocaine, he roin and amphetamine -typ e substa nces (AT S) on emergenc y department (ED) admi  ssions and use/possession arrests between July 2001 and

June 2011 and b) analysis of the impacts of three specific large scale police operations targeting cocaine supply . Itfound that increased seizures of cocai ne, hero in and ATS did not result
in any red uction in overdoses or arrests for use and possession of these drugs , but that the  large scale operations were associated with a reductio ninuse and poss ession arrests  (Nov) .
New AICr epor t r eloarirgetde cosfi<Cof crimein Australia: A2011esti mat eThe reportconcludedt hat the three most costly crimes to the Australian community were fraud,

accou nted for an estim ated $3.161 million eachy  ear (Nov).

The 2013 Nat ional Dr ug Strat egy Household Survey (NDSHS) was released. This showed recent use of any illicit drug (excluding pharmaceuticals) remained stable between 2010 and

ere was a signifi cant decrease inrecentus e of ecstasy (from 3.0% to2.5%) and whi le recentuse of methamphetamine rem ained stable (at2.1%) , the

recent use of ice (or crystal methamphetamine) more than doubled, from 22% in 2010 to 50% in 2013 (Nov).
A joint operation by  the Australian Federal Po lice, NSW Police, Austra lian Cus toms and Border Protec tion Service, NSW Crim e Commission and the Australian Commission led to the

seizure of 2 tonnes of MDMA and 800kgs of methamphetamine , wor th an estimated $1.5 billion, that had been shipped from Germany to Sydney. Six men were also arrested ( Nov).

Regulato r of Medicinal Cannabi s Bi | | 2014 i nt r odDitNaae, Magdonglé, heganlgetméasd Urquhart. Proposed to establish an Australian Regulator of Medic inal Cannabis to

be responsible for formula  ting rules and monitorin g compli ance wit h those rules for licensing the prod  uction, manufacture, supply, use, experimental use and import and export of

medicinal cannabis; and provides for a national system to reg ulate the cultiva tion, production and use o f medicinal cannabis pro  ducts, a nd relat ed activities such as research (Nov)

The Australian National Council on Drugs (ANCD) was restructured as the Australian National Advisory Council on Alcohol and Drug (ANACAD), led by Kay Hu Il MP, with the first prio  rity

being to look atth e harmfu | effect s of methamphe t ami ne or Odwcauril repdrtecedirattly to the Assistant Minister for Health, Senator Nash (Dec).

The National Indigenous Drug and Alcohol Committee (NIDAC) abolishe d (Dec).

House of Representatives Standing C ommittee on Health announced aning uiry into treatment, t esting, prevention and cost of H epatitis C Vaccinationi  n Aus tralia. The terms of reference

included 1) prevalence rates of Hepatitis C i n Australia; 2) e arly testing and treatment options; 3) costs assoc  iated wi th short and long -term treatment; 4) methods to improve

prevention and to reduce the s tigma associated with a positive (Dec).

Migration Amendment (Character and General Visa Cancel lation) Act 2014 adopted. Led to changes to Migration Act 1958 to expand powers to revo ke visas and deport

convicted/suspected offenders including:

1 inserting a new mandatory ground for the cancellation without notice of a visa under section 501 of the Act for an yone serving a full -time s entence of imprisonment in a cus todial
institution for an offence againstth e law of the Commonwealth, a State or a Territory where the Minister is satisfied that the person does not pass the character test because the
pers on has a substantial criminal rec  ord (meaning they have b een sent enced to a term of imp risonment of 12 months or more);

1  strengthening the powers to refuse to grant, or to cancel, a visa on character grounds by inserting additional grounds on whi ch aperson will n ot pass the character test , including
where the Mi nister r easonabl y suspects tha t the person has been  oris a member of a group or organisation, or has had or has an association with a group, organisation or person
that has been or is involved in cr iminal conduct, whether or not th e person, or another per  son, has been co nvicted of an offence constituted by  the conduct.

Provisions commenced on 10 December 2014 (Dec).

2013 Resear ch by Mc Kesk-remtekpsychotic symgtoms in chronic methamp hetamin e users Evidence fromap rospective longitudinal s t u d yodided the first comp rehensive
evidence tha t methamphetamine use is linked to psychosis, as shown by a large dose -dependent increase in the occurrence of psychotic symptoms during periods of metham phetamine
use (Jan).

New r eport released by the ~ National L ocal Gov ernment Drug a nd Alcohol Advisory Co mmittee : The Australian Night Time Economy A First Analysis 2009 to 2011 .0 Showed night time

economy was valued at ~ $92 billion in 2011; 3.3% of th e total Australian economy  (Feb).

An Australian , Paul Les lie Howa rd, became the first p erson in the world to be convicted and sentenced for a Silk Road -related crime of importation and trafficking illicit drugs ( MDMA,

amphetamine, marijuana and cocaine ). Hewas s entenced to three years an d six months imprisonmen t, with a minimu m of 21 months (Feb).

Newreportrel eased: fAAustralian secondary school st udetnhtes 6c ouusnet eorf atnodb aiclcloi,c iatl csounhbosl t, a nacneddines\(ngon22DA510. 0 Sh

2011) in life time and recentuse of m  ostilli cit subs tances e.g. am phetamines, cocaine an d ecstasy. Lifetime use of cannabis increased in 2011 relative to 2008 (14.8% compared to
13.6%) but remained significantly lower than in 2005 (17. 8%) (Fe b).

Australian Crime Commi_ ssionreleased anewrep or t : gafiged crimeanddrug s i n s por t .edgrodinggPEID usg, but also concluded that (1) that i llicit drug use by professional
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athletes is more prevalent than is reflected in official spo rts dru g testing program statisti cs; (2) some professiona | athlet es are e xploiting loop holes in illicit drug  testing programs; and
(3) that such drug use leaves players vulnerable to exploitation e.g. for match fixing and attracting organised crime (Feb).
Renewed cr i t i ci s m o flicitdrage policyandis tisld etstike es approach (Fe b).
Minister for Healt h Tanya Plibersek announced that two new treatments for chronic hepatitis C will be listed on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Sch eme (PBS). The two med ication s
[boceprevir (Victrelis®) and telaprevir (Incivo® )N will benefit an estimated 1 30,000 patients (Feb).
Governmentresponsetot he Parl i amentary Joint Committee on Law Enforcementdés | nquiry i ntadl8Crecormemiatienawereh Un
agree d to in whole, including  thatth e govern ment look into expanding use of Aust ralian Crime Commission coercive powers to provide evidence in support of unexplained wealth (Feb).
Two new Australian Customs and Border Protecti on Serv ice officers from Sydney |  nternational Airport wer e arrest ed for a lleged offence s involving importatio  n of pseudoephedrine,
bribery, abuse of public office and other serious offences. This linked to the 2012 investigations and arrests (Feb).
Newre portre | eased by ANCDladigendbus DrugaandaAlco hol Comm ittee (N IDAC) i A nome& analysis for Abo  riginal and Torres Strait Islander offenders: Prison vs.
Residential Treatmento. This report anal ysed tuseffeaders tcanvicted af nob e-wicldnt ctinge retated taa d driugeasdsai laolwpl ulse dsingyreesidential
rehabilitation  treatment , as compared to prison. This showed that residential rehabilitation cost $18,385 per person, compared to $114,832 for prison . Moreover, 0 nce add itional benefits
of treatm ent were factored in, tr  eatment could sa ve $111 458 pe r offender (Feb).
New anti -corruption measures came into force for Australian Customs and Border Protection Service. The measures included legal, mandatory requirement f or all workers to report any
susp ected serious misconduct , corrup tconduc t or criminal conduct (Feb).
A join t investigation by the Australian Federal Police (AFP), the New South Wales Crime Commission, the New South Wales Police Forc e and the Australian C  ustoms and Border Protection
Service unveiled a suspected  drug sy ndicate spanning the E astern Border (NSW, Vi ¢ and Qld). It is alleged the group were attempting to import heroin and methamphetamine from China
(Feb).
Australiads | ar gest metbamophetamide (58®kilagramse  owas detected by the Join  t Organi sed Crim e Group (JOCG) involving the Austral ian Federal Police (AFP),
Australian Customs and Border Protection Service, NSW Police Force, the NSW Crime Commission (NSWCC) and the Australian C rime Co mmission (ACC). The seizur e occurred in Sydney
and ledto the arre st of three al leged offenders (Feb).
The Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing released two requests for tender: (1) review of the drug and alcohol prevent ion and treatment sec  tor; an d (2) the development of
a quality framework for A ustralia n Govern ment funded dr ug and alcohol treatme  nt services (Mar).
The 56th session of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) was held in Vienna. A resolution by Australia, New Zealand, UK and J ap a rEphan cing interdatiomal
coope ration i ntheid entificationa ndreportingofnewps ychoacti ve substanceso wifoster aaglpbal earlewhrninglsysters wabbut emerging psychoactive
substances (Mar).
New NDLERF report releas e d : Patfon Offending and  Intoxication in Night -Time Enter tainment Districts (PO INTED). 0 This was the largest study of AOD use in the night -time economy ;
interviewing almost 7000 patrons between November 2011 to June 2012 in entertainment precincts in Sydn ey, Melbourne, Perth, Woll  ongong and Geelong . Foun d that 16-22% ad mitted
or test ed positive to illicit ~ drugs on the night out , with the main drugs being cannabis, methamphetamine and ecstasy (Mar).
A joint law enforcement operation involving Austral ian Fed eral Police, Australian Cr  ime Commission , Australi an Custo ms and Victoria Police led to the seizure of 365 litres of liquid
containing methamphetamine stored in bottles of carpet stain cleaner (Apr).
Australian Crime Commission lllicit Drug Data Rep  ort 201 1-12 released. The report  highlighted that in 2011  -12 the number a nd weight of a mphetamine -type stimul ants (ATS) and
cocaine border seizures had increased to the highest in the last decade. The number of national arrests for these drugs had also inc reased to the highest (ATS)ands  econd highest
(cocaine) inthel astdeca de (May).
The Criminal Code Amendmen t Regulation 2013 (No. 1) and the Crimes Legislation Amendment (Serious Drugs, Identity Crime and Other Measures) Act 2012 ma de the following
amend mentst o Part 9.1 of the Criminal Code and the Criminal C  ode Regu lations:

1 the lists of drugs, plants and prec  ursors were transferred to the Criminal Code Regulations 2002 to provide for quicker listing of substances. The controlled drug list and border -

controlled drug list were also upda  ted to reflect current s ubstance s of con cern in Austra lia, including new sub  stances and analogues;

1  conditions and criteria for listing controlled and border -controlled substance in regulations were established;

1 the emergenc y deter mination mechanism was imp roved by extending the |  isting p eriod to allow for app ropriate analysis and  testing of substances; &

1 the criteria that must be satisfied before an emergency determination can be made were refined (May).
Calls for a national  ban on synthetic drugs following NBOMe related death of  Sydneyt eenager Henry Kwan and NSW temporary banon 19 substances (Jun).
The then Commonwealth Assistant Treasurer introduced an interim consumer protection ban under the Competition and Consumer Ac t 2010 ( Cth) prohibiting the retai | sale of 19
psychoactiv e produc ts and s ubstances nati onally for a period of 120 days. This ban was introduced to fill a gap in coverage in some states and territories where Schedule 9 of the Poisons
Standard had not been f  ully im plemented. It followed the introduction of aninte rim ban thatwas put in place by the New South Wales  Minister for Fair Trading. Interim ban was
extended for another 30 days but then lapsed on 13 October 2013, when the Assistant Treasurer determine dthat a permanent ban was not re quired (Jun 19).
Review of the A ustralia n drug and alc ohol prevention and tr ~ eatment sector commenced, led by Prof Alison Ritter , Drug Policy Modelling Program . This 12 month project will clarify
Australian drug and alcohol treatme nt and prevention funding; current and future serv  ice need s; the g ap between met and unmet demand; & future planning and funding processes
(Jul).
First systematic analysis of Australian cannabis THC and CBD potency published by Dr Swift et al. Show ed most Australian cannabis had h  igh THC and low CBD pote ncy. Mor eover, t he
mean potenc y of Australian THC wa s 14.88, which is similar, if not slightly higher than in other parts of the world (e.g. US and UK) (Jul).
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The Australian National Council on Drugs (ANCD) r el eased a r eyadfsetondaryisshoal pre incipals onthe use of alcohol

The AOD Qua lity Fra mework Project commenced led by Prof ~ Dan Lubman, Turning Point Drug and Alcohol Centre. This 12 month project
quality and inform future plannin g through development of a quality framework for A ustralia n Govern ment funded AO D treatment

of street dealers or frie nds: butthat prices advertised by o nline international retailers were substantially cheaper (Aug).

New report released from the Drug Policy Mo dexpdniditug inPustoaiar a-n2009 AL@wv. e
billion in - 2009/10 on illicit drugs and that 64% was directed at law enforcement, compared to 22% treatment, 10% prevention and 2% harm
on harmred uction had decreased fro m 2002/0 3:from 3.9% of expend itureto 2.2%  (Aug).

Together for Great er Soci al Inclusion: ANCD Employm  ent Services Roundtable  Report 6 .Showed that criminal convictions were still

(Aug).
ANCD Position Paper: fiDr ug t e st i n gdotheoatiomalevfar using drug testing in treatment  settings, in workplaces, in schools,

workplaces and no evidence that drug testing welfare bene ficiari es will have any positive effects for those indivi  duals or for soc ie

The ANCDOs Natgiemmauls IDraduig and Al cohol Committee (NIDAC) released a
Torres Strait Islanderpeo  pl e 0 i n r e s p ogessireg oveonmenht galicy that were leading to an ero  sion of Aboriginal and Torres
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Community control was af firmed and supported by NI DAC (Aug).

New BOCSAR re portrel eased: T rends in prope rty and illicit drug crime around the Medically Supervised Injecting Centre (MSIC)
in property crime and illici tdrug crime incidents werethes  ame in Kings Cross LACa ndther estof S ydney after th e opening of the

Liberal Government elected, under PM Tony Abbott (Sep).

Australian Crime  Commission and New Zeal and Cust oms Serv ice signed a M emorandum of Understan  ding allowing both countries to
criminal risks (Oct).

The FBI shut down the original Silk Road s ite and arrested the alleged f ounder and main operat  or Ross Ulbricht (Oct 2).

from Canadato Australia . A total of 10 people were also arrested including 8 Canadian nationals during the 18 -month investigation
Alcohol and other Drug ~ Council of Aust ralia (ADCA) d efunded by Liberal Gov  ernment (Nov).
Third Inter -Government Committee on Drugs (IGCD) Stakeholder Forum held. Noted demand for illicit drugs, particularly of methampheta

high risk behaviours such as polydrug use and injecting drug use, and 2) low health service utilisation. Recommendations include
estimates of ATS use; inve stin rapid assessment  and response strategies to ATS; and adapt existing harm reduction services, such as drop
to better mee tthe n eeds of ATS users (Dec).

Peter Phillip Nash was ar  rested i n Brisba ne over allege d involvementin moder  ating Silk Road (an online drug market) (Dec).

and Justice (SCLJ) and the Standing Council on Police and Emergency  Manageme nt (SCPEM) and was giv en the mandate of  figh t
justice and community safety in Australia and New Zealand (Dec).

and otherdrugsinsc hool sd. The report

survey which canvassed the opinions of over two hundred Australian secondary school principals regarding the use of toba cco, alcohol and other dru  gs in schools (Jul).

seeks to better understand and improve service
services  (Jul).

NDARC releases first findings from new internet drug monitoring program. Shows that Australian retailers on the deep web offe red traditional illici t substances for prices si  milar to those

rFromenndt t dhnagowe Apnesitsir spdnt approxim  ately $1.7
reduction. Also showed  relati ve expenditure

A multi -agency law enforcement operation targeting criminal organisations using the South Pacific as a transit point and staging area for their act ivities seized approximately 750

kilograms of cocaine in  Vanuatu bound fo r Australia. Agencies involved inclu ded the Australian Federal Police (AFP), Australian Customs and Border Protection Service (ACBPS) and

United States Drug Enforcement Administration (Aug) .

New research from NDARC:  fiGlobal burden of diseas e attrib utable t o illicit drug use and dependence:f i ndi ngs from the Gl obal Bur deThisahdweddhatsAasaaiee S
had one of the highest burdens of disease attributable to illicit drug u se. Other countries includ  ed USA, UK and Russia (A ug).

ANCD releas ed a series of reports on employment participation for people experiencing AOD problems including: PANCD Empl oyment Participati on Vorkingey :

the biggest barrier to employing AOD users (Aug).

ANCD Position -ePmpleay mdirPtr eCr i mi nal Recor d Ch e cusesobprec-zrmplog mientfcriminal eecord ehiedk i nskin Aastralia, aftera  600% inc rease in decade

among welfare beneficiaries and in homes. They

conclude that there  is valid medical reasons  for dru gtestin g in drug trea tment settings, butth  atthereis little satisfactory evidence to support the use of drug testing in schools or

ty (Aug).
position st at semiees forAbofiginu raldmndn g
Strait Islander community control of AOD services for

in Kings Cross: 2012 update. This re-affirmed that trends
MSIC  (Sep) .

ANCDr el eased fANeedl e Syri nge P whch notedsth gorcear thei o rlospra pfe nunber of NSPsandr  eduction in funds.  Ther eport putforwar d 12 recommend ations
including that  all Australian governments renew commitment to the use and expansion of NSPs and that there is an immediate introduction of a prison based NSP ina |l stat es (Oct).

share information and intelligence on the highest

A multi -agency taskforce, O peratio n Diamondback, seized 1.9 tonnes of a pseudoephedr ine and vanilla powder mixture :a novel concealment method used to traffick precursor chemicals

(Oct)

mine a key concern (Nov).

Newreport r el eased big-Pagifit OlD@d s andDevelopm ent Issues Committee: AThe 1 ink bet we e ntypa stipuiaats lserandithe transmission of blood -borne viruses
in the Southeast Asi an r egindai. anATSdaes of usk,ibe d alsesignifigaatpublic  health ¢ oncern. Showed ATS use rs were exposed to mul  tiple HIV risks dueto 1)

d: enhance capacity to ena  ble more precise prevale nce
-in centres and needle and syringe programs,

Law, Crime and Community Safety Council (LCCSC) established as the new peak law enforcement body in Austral ia and New Zealand, bringi  ng together Ministers fr  om the
Commonwea Ith, each stat e and territory and Ne  w Zealand with portfolio responsibility for law and justice, police and emergency management. This replaced the Standing Council on Law

ing crime  and promoting best practice in laws, criminal

2012

World -first study launche d by the National Cannabis Information and Prevent  ion Cent re to tr ial a new drug , Saltivex, to manage
cannabis (Jan).

out van. Th e National Drugs Campaign subsequently partnered with urban music festival Supafest in April/May (Jan).

withdrawal symptoms from trying to stop smoking

The National Drugs Campaign partnered with the Big Day Out to encourage attendees t o Offaaxet sd about edramddavater was prove ided and a Natio nal Drugs Camp aign chill
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47.5kg of o6bl ack t ar 6 browenh @pimand 25.5kd of 2rysta k gl mettfamphetamine) were detected in Sydn ey in connecti on with an alleged Ira  nian drug trafficker. NSW

Police and the Australian Crime Commission asserted this was indicative of the recent rise in Iranian organised crime inv olvemen t (Feb).

The Australian C ustoms and Border Protec  tion Ser vice not ed an increase in attempted importat  ions of ContacNT. ContacNT is a Chinese cold and flu medication sold over -the - counter that
contains high amounts of pseudoephedrine, and Customs ha d ident ified drug trafficking syn  dicates were targeting |  nternati onal stu dents to colle ct or take delivery of what they think are
harmless packages (Feb).

Request to the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) to exempt Kava from scheduling controls by allo wing ac cess when used in accordan  ce with the traditional use patt erns of the

Pacific Is land region was denied . Ruling meant kava remained a Schedule 4 drug (Feb).
TGA ruling added methylenedioxypyrovalerone (MDPV), a synthetic stimulant  to Schedule 9 (proh ibited substances). Ruling camei nto force 1 May 2012 (Fe  b).

TGA ruling added a new gr oup entry to Schedule 9 (prohibited substances) fosydthetic cannabThemi meéeni cewds to 6l imit the promoti on
cannabinoids thatw er e not al r e addtyprovides batety Be atn fi wutthéro eed for ongoin g urgent schedulingac t i o(feb).

New report from the Australian Institute of Criminology6s 2009 -a040 répsreon d/oragiuseoamony golice detaireessirt r didateda ( DU M
significant de crease i nthe us e of ecstasy ( MDMA) amongst police d etainees: 5% in 2010 and 2011, down from 11% in 2009 (Mar).

A Tongan national male was fined $900,000 for the illegal importation of the largest s eizure of kava in Australian hist  ory (almost four tonnes) . The se izure ha d an estimated street value

of over $2.5 million (Mar).

The 55th session of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) was held in Vienna, comprising of over 1200 partici pants fro m 120 countries, observers , international

organisa tionsan d N GOAust.r al iead®$ ut i onPrombi t hgdi @t ernational cooperation in responding to t he recelvalsignéicarge s p
support and was adopted by the CND, following minor amen  dments. This meant that novel ps ychoacti ve substances had been recognised as  an issue of global significance and that there

was a framework for increased global cooperation for this market (Mar 12 -16).

Fairfax investigation  reveal ed high level corruptiona  mongst Australian Custom s and Bo rder Con trol: Customs has suspended or sacke d 15 of its officers since 2010 in connection with

misconduct or corruption allegations for offences including "possession of narcotics, lack of i ntegrit y, misuse of Commonwealth resources" (Mar).

The Parliamen tary Joi nt Committee o n Law Enforcement hand ed down the final report on its inquiry into new Commonwealth unexplained wealth legislation (adopted Feb 2010). Noted

that despite the laws having been i n operation for two years, no cases have been brou ghtbefo re the c ourts. Itwas argued that the curren  t unexplained wealth provisions necessitated an

overly burdensome investigation upon prosecutors. The Committee made 18 recommendations for improve mentin cluding enabling the Austr  alian Crime Commissiont o use it s coerci ve
powers to p rovide evidence in sup  port of unexplained wealth, allowing the Australian Taxation Office to use telecommunication information collected by law enforcement agencies and

develop ing a nationally consisten  t unexplained wealthreg ime (Mar).

The Australian Nat ional Council on Drugs  (ANCD) released a position statement , Naitr exone Sustained Release Preparations (Injectablesand Imp | a n tirsrésponse to the ongoing

debate re garding the use of naltrexone imp  lants to treat opioid de  pendence . The statement noted t hat : At he ANG® insreage access to, and availability of scientifically
accepted evidence based treatmentso but t hat essScleema forrsgsmined gleases e natiréxone prepardtiéhd  Lipcenve @d fornd al gprocessest o
ascertainquality,s af ety and efficacy of pharmacol ogical treatment products and i s ¢DegartneehtofHealthi n & pgpimptp r i a
resolve the ongoing  use of the Special Acces s Scheme forthe use ofnaltre x one i mpl antso ( Mar) .

200kg of cocaine destined for Australia was seized in New Caledonia. The seizure followed an international operation involvin g Aust ralian Customs and Bor der Protection Services,t  he
Australian Federal Po lice, Ne w Caledo nian Police an d the US Drug Enforcem  ent Administration (Mar 31).

ANEX issued a new discussion paper titled Australian Drug Policy: harm reduction and 6new recovVv

The Austra lian Gr eens called for dispensing fees for methadone and buprenor phine to be covered by the Pharmaceutical Be nefits Scheme, noting that the dispensing fees limit access to
many drug users who could benefit from pharmacotherapy treatment (Apr).

The Crimes L egislat ion Amendment (Powers and Offences) Act 2012 amend ed the C riminal Code to ensure that substances and q uantities that were temporarily prescribed in the

Criminal Code Regulations 2002 (interim regulations) now remain subject to the Commonwealth serio us drug offences. This includedt he four drugs Benzylpipe razine ( BZP), Ke tamine,
Methca thinone, 4 -Methylmethc athinone (4 -MMC) and the precursor Phenylpropanolamine. In accordance with Part 9.1 of the Code the Interim Regulations [Criminal Code Amendment

Regulatio ns 2011 (No 1)] expired on 9 April 2012. The Acta Iso amen ded the Customs Actto ensure powers availab le to Customs officers to seize illicit drugs at the border are consistent

and efficient (Apr 4).

Australia 21 report released: 6r'he prohibition of llici t drugs is killing and cri  minalising our children  and we a re all | etting it happ en. dBased on the high level roundtable discussions

involving 24 former senior politicians, law enforcement officers and public health officials (including Former WA Pre mier Ho n. Geoff Gallop and Former AFP Commissioner Mick P almer) t he
repor t concluded th at the internatonala nd Australian prohibition of the use of certain o6illicitd dr 3 had fail ed

Australian Cr ime Com mission lllicit Drug Data  Report 2010 -11 released. The rep ort high lighted areco rd number of illicitd  rug seizures and arrests across Australia, and a 19% increase
(from 2009 -10) in the total quantity of drugs seized . Large increases in amount seize d were noted for two drugs: (1) ¢ ocaine 1 seizure weight increase d by 67. 7% in 2010 i 11 - the third
highest in the last decade, and (2) heroin 1 seizure weight increased by 241% in 2010 i 11 - the highest recorded since 2001 102 (May).

New research on Australi  an atti tudes to drug law reform r eleased from the Drug Po licy Mod elling P rogram: Analys is of the 2010 NDSHS s howed over 72.7% and 51.9% Australians
supported no or minimal penalties for possession of cannabis and ecstasy respectively (May).

Fairfax media o rganise d a public forum on drug | aw reform , devotedt wo weeks of media coverageand | aunched a ® wt kkatcuavlked members of the publ
drugs dil emmad (May) .
Report from Operation Polaris, a multi -agency investigation into cri me_on Sydney waterfronts, rev ealed the existence of e xtensive corruptio n and crimin ality. The report reve  aled that
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(O peration Trident) will begin on 1 July 2012  (May 25).

projects such as DUMA & the development of an Enhanced National Intell  igence P icture on lllicit Drug s (May).

development of needle and syringe programs in the region (May).

stability accumulated while on long -term pharmacotherapy (Jun).

drug use, such as the NDSHS , and provid e estimates of drug us e patterns that are not reliant upon self -report (Jun).

included: fatiomedDrugtStategy Nvhich was developed after extensive consultation and input from the AOD sector, and which has been agr

aged over 40 years (Jun) .

Committee, ANCD broughtt  ogether over 400 experts and pra ctitioners to discuss and share information specifically on addressing the harmful

dete ntion (Jun).

adequacy of Australian drug laws , including “the economic co st of law enforcementar ~ ound ill icit drugs ' (Jun).

Minister for Home Affair s Jason Claire announced that the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service had commenced trailing the use of body sca
internal drug concealments. The trial commenced at o  ne Austr alian airp ort: Melbour ne (Jul).

levels of poly -drug use and repo rting more social, hea Ith and legal problems (Jul).
Large poly -drug seizure undertaken by the Australian Customs and Border Protection Services and Australian Federal Police: 306 kg of cry

Jul).

The Federal Government announced that from 1 July 2012 it would return all money from its Confiscated Assets Account ( an estimated $58.
revenue. Si nce 2002 pro ceeds of crime has bee n a key source of funding crime prevention initiatives, drug treatment provision, illicit drug diversion programs and law enforcement

known organised criminals are targeting and exploiting workers on the waterfront and in the cargo supply chain and that this has resulted in  subversion of employees andt  he importation

3 million ov er four years) to consol  idated

Th e A N CA3ia-®acific Drug Issues Committee prepared a summary paper of the influential 2nd Australian Needle and Syringe Program Return on Investment Study in En glish,
Burmese, Khmer, Mandar in, Russian and Viethame se. Tran slations i nto other la nguages are expectedt o follow. It is expected that this will assist in the expansion and further

The Austral ian Injecting & lllicit Drug Users League (AIVL) issu ed anew policyst ate me nt Noerw & e c o v e r y ductionraadrdmag usee Arguments included: (1) that false distinctions
bet ween 6active usersd and 6épeopl e i n r ecotneedgatial excleionandide lisgrimindtionagaidst ana yrenpdr agwesersg (2) that pri  nciples for recovery,
such as self-empowerment, social inclusion, fulfilment and happiness, are easy to support in principle but are likely to be difficult and costly to att ain in practice; and (3) that people on
opioid pharma cotherap y maintena nce potentia lly standtolosethe most from any shift towar ds & indreasngr risksefc olasiagthe @mployment, bcusing and

Austr alian Institute of Crimi nology reportrele ase d : ¢ Miagadeugi use patterns in Queensland through wRepdrteulined daily estimadek of ger ceapita consumption
of methamphetamine, MDMA and cocaine produced by chemical analysis of sewerag e water from a Qld munic  ipality in Nov 200 9 and Nov 20 10. This suggested tha t the per capita
consumption of methamphetamine was greater than for MDMA and cocaine, particularly in 2010. The report concluded that wastewa ter analy sis could supplement traditio  nal surveys of

The Australian National Council on Drugs (ANCD) released a report from its 1st Recovery Roundt abl e that sought to explore t he meaning of recoveryi  nthe AO D sector. Key findings

eed to by all governments alr eady,

has as an objective  to support people torec  over fro m alcohol and drug dep endence and assist the ir reconnection with the community; that recovery does not mean that abstinence must
be the goal for all people with alcohol and other drug problems; a nd That recovery, regardless of definition, should no  tbe the sole basi s for a nati onal drug strategy, pa rticularly as it
would tragically undermine the gains available from both harm and demand reductionodo (Jun).

2011 National Opioid Pharmacotherapy Statis tics Annual Data (NOPSAD) col lection report released: Indicat ed thatth e proportion of clients aged 30 ye ars and over increased from 72% in
2006 to 85% in 2011, with the median age of clients in 2011 being 38 years. Buprenorphine -naloxone was used more by you nger clients, but methadon e was more used among cl ients

The Second National | ndi genous Drug and Al coholBeGmoonnfde r2e0nic2e: waesa dhienlgd :Thie Way To Action. o The conferendae r

use of alcohol and other drugs amongst

Indigenous Australians. 22 resolutions were made including the need for ( 1) all national health campai  gns to include an Indige  nous spe cific focu s; (2) gover nments to support the
development of Indigenous AOD worker skills; and (3) substantial increase in Indigenous diversion programs and investment in through -care programs in c orr ectional and juvenile

Liberal MP Mal Was her, Green s senator Ri chard Di Natale and in  dependent Rob Oakeshott called on the Federal Government to ask the Productivity Commission to investigate the current

nning technology to detect

Au st r afirsinatibral e -mental health online portal launched: mindhealth connect as a gateway to information, support and services on mental health (Jul).

The Australian Federal Police (  AFP) and Australian Cust oms and Border Pro tection Serv ice issue a warning to  persons engaging in illegal activity through online marketplaces such as Silk
Road. The warning followed the arrest of a Melbourne man who allegedly i mpo rted narcotics into Austra  liavia Silk Road . The m an was ¢ harged wit h 10 offence s relating to the

impo rtation, trafficking and possession of narcotics and prohibited weapons (Jul).

New research by Bruno et al. 'Emerging psychoactive substance (EPS) use amo ng regular ecstasy usersi  n Australia’ estimatedt he exten tof EPS u se and found that 28% of the 2012

EDRS sample had used an EPS. They revealed significant differences in the profiles of those who used EPS, with psychedelic EP S users but not stimulant EPS users engaging in higher

stal m eth amphetamine (ice) and 252 kg of

heroin. The drugs  were hid deninas hipment oft erracotta pots and con stituted the largest and third -largest seizure of ice and heroin in AFP history. Seven people were also arrested (31

of drugs and othe rillicit substancesi nto Australia. Itnote dt hat Australiads border security was exposed to 19 ocritical 0(as) s
which was being us ed to track the movement of i llicit substances to det ermine w hether law enforcement authorities were inte  rested in the cargo. The report also highlighted a n

entrenched culture to take no action when confronted with 0unus uacbncludecthmatrthispvasireinf | brecgead bayc tai nv i it nepitisidinadrkfoarnedd and a
fanltaw enf or atétudesriMay).

The Federal Government unveiled responses to Taskforce Polaris. Responses included: (1) Introduce legislation to criminalise the prov ision of information from the Integrated Cargo

System toaid acriminal organisatio n; (2) Limit access to specific cargo information to those in the private sector who have reported a direct and legitimate interest in the movement and
clearance of specific  consignments; and (3) Expand the list of offences fo  r which an Maritim e Security | dentification Card or  Aviation Security Identification Card can be refused. The

Federal Government also announced that new taskforces would be established to investigate org ani sed crime on the waterfron t in Melbourne and Brisb ane. Melb o u r n eagk$orcé

u
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The ANCD released a report: fiSupply, demand and harm re duction strat egies in A ustralian p risons: An updated. The report, prepared by NDARC, found

hepatitis B and HIV, Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) and Safe Sex practices among young people.
A two year joint investigation by Customs and Border Prote  cti on, Australian Commission for Law Enforcement Inte  grity an d the Aust ralian Feder al Police unveiled a s

Quarantine and Inspec tion Service , and two suspected dr  ug couriers, with further arrests likely. It is alleged that at least 10kg of pseudoephedrine was imported into Australia, in
2009 and May 2010 (Dec).

that Austr al

focus on supply reduction strategies, and there is a need to expand strategies to reduce demand and harm. In addition the report highl ighted the need for grea  ter leve Is of tran sparency
and accountability within ~ the correctional system (Aug).

Regulation 4H of the  Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 (the Regulations), prohibiting the importation of i ce pipes, republished as Regu lation 41 (Aug).

New rep ortrele a s e dSocidl Inclusio nin Australia - HowAust r al i a .iSkowed that whilggAdistralia is doing well in terms of life expectancy, health, employment and education,

Austral i ads nieeneguality bakincreasedo It has particularly incr  eased re lative to the OECD ave rage with Australia  now having the ninth highest level of income inequality in the

OECD (out of 26). Moreover, approximately 640,000 Australians experience multiple and comp lex disadvantage (Aug).

The M inister for Mental Healt h and Ag eing Mark Butler annou nced that up to $549.8 M would be made available through the Partners in Recovery (PIR) Flexible Funding rounds, to

improve collaboration at a system level to people with mul tip le complex needs including mental health (Aug).

An alcohol and subst ance managem entplan Toolkitand T raining Package were completed for the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs

(FaHCSIA) to be used in the implement ation of F a H@&kindg\tdre Cycle Initiative (Aug ).

New D rug Use Mo nitoring in  Australia (DUMA)repor t r el eased: o6l nitiation into drug use. ® Asses s eitatiproirtoiilliciedrud wse, and reasens 6 r
for cont inuation. Found that initiati on was inthe mainduet o curios ity (70%) and continua tion due to enjoyment (40%) and relaxation (43%). Only 4% cited fear of legal consequences

as the reason for non  -initiation (Aug).

New report rTheeleromieithpacté6 of hepati ti s C iTherepartdytiiea |Bostod Consul ting Group estimated t hat Hepatitis C costt  he Australian governments
(Commonwealth, state and territory) $252 million per year, with a projected 5-year cost of $1.5 billion. Without new treatmen ts, the cost will be born pri marily by the Department of
Families, Hous ing, Communi ty Services and Indige  nous Affairs (FaHCSIA) covering disability pensions for people unable to work (Aug).

New Australia 21 r Altproatives td peohibitionh e dillicit drugs, how we cansto  p killing and criminalis  ing youn g Australi ans 6 . R examinet the experien  ces of four nations
(Portugal, Switzerland, the Netherlands and Sweden) and concluded that more effective drug policies are possible. The report outlin ed arange of potential polic  y options for Australia  and
called foran ational drug summitin 2013 involv  ing parliamentarians from all sides of the political spectrum (Aug).

The Australian National Council on Drugs (ANCD) convened a roundtable discussion on Medication -Assisted Treatm ent for Opioid Dependenc e (MATOD ) with par ticipants fr om medicine,
consumer groups, pharmacy, government, peak bodies, and expert advisors. The roundtable report noted t here were 92,503 registered medical practitioners in Austr alia of which only
1,444 were MATOD prescribers. Conc lude d that there i s increasing levels of unmet need,  that unmet need nationally is creating significant pressure and that the current MATOD system

has failed to keep pace with the needs of clients in ter ms of affordability and acces  sibility (Aug).

The Aust ralian N ational Co uncil on Dru gs (ANCD) positionpap er r el eBspandiing Nal oxone Av aiexpanbionlinithe gvailabilitCa halo®mk ad agrescription

medication for potential overdos e victims be instituted in al | Australian states and  territor ies and th at naloxone be rescheduled to be m ade available as a pharmacist only medicine (S3)

or as a pharmacy medicine (S2) (Sep).

New set of recovery principles launched: 'Principles of Recovery Academy Australia.' Thisout li ned t hat 0 r mecesanda transcenndls both harm reduction and abstine  nce-based
approaches6 and that O6recovery does not necessarily require abtetetove mc dudifg peer sugportsnoutual @ t edsgroaphand O ,
profession altreat me nt s 6 sel-medove ry, but thatnotalls  ubstance use is problematic or harmful (Sep).

The ABC 7: 30 Report did a feature on naltrexone i mpl amtsgOct).ti tl ed ADrug addiction treatment divi
The Australian Dru g Foundation launcheda i get effenteb yt xt ! 0 SHS infgmation servi ce, to which people can text a drug name and receive a health and safety message (Nov).

Crimes Legislation Amendment (serious drugs, identity crime and other measures) Bill 2012 ad  opted. Amended the Crimi  nal Code Act 1998 to transfer the lists ofillicits ubstances from
the Criminal Code to the regulations and allow for future listing of  drugs, plants and precursors as prohibited substances to be done by regulation . Italso repealed existing mechanisms

for listing additiona | prohibited substances: providing  a single emergency determination mechanism and increasing the length of the determination from 56 days to 12 -18 months. The
stated goal was to ensure the Commonwealth drug laws we  re up to date and allowe  d for fl exible, qu ick response s to new and emerging drug threats  (Nov).

Centre for Research Excellence in Mental Health and Substance Use established, headed by Professor Maree Teesson (Nov).

An alleged dru g manufacturer has beench  arged with manslaughter after hi s friend w as killed af ter a clan lab explosi  on. It has been argued he should have foreseen the possibility of an
explosion. This will be the first such case in Australia (Nov).

Naloxone was liste d onthe Pharmaceutical Benef its Scheme (PBS) (Nov).

The Crim es Legisla tion Amendme nt (Organised Crimean d Ot her Measures) Bill introduced to strengthen the Commonwealthos
Federal Council of the Australian Medical Associat ion (AMA) agreed that all Aus  tralian governments shou Id imple ment and e valuate nalo xone distribution pilo  t programs to reduce the
incidence of fatal opioid overdoses (Dec).

Australian Injecting and lllicit Drug Users League (AIVL ) launched a new section on its website which aimstora  ise awareness of Blood B orne Vir uses (BBVs ), such as h epatitis C,

uspected drug ring

operating out of Sydney Airport. As of Dec 2012 eight people had been arrested, including two Australian Customs and Border Protecti on Service officers, an offic er of the Australian

Home Affairs Minister 3 ason Clare announced an ew Custo ms Reform Board would be established. Key me  mbers include Justice Wood (who oversaw the royal commission into Police

June

€
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Corruption in NSW), Ken Moroney (former NSW Police Commissioner) and David Mor tim er (former CEO of TNT Limi  ted, former deputy chair  man of A nsettand former chair man of
Australia Post and Leighton Holdings) (Dec).

New research by Barrett et al. 'Internet content regulation, public drug websites and the growth in hidden Internet servi ¢ efdund that sites such as Silk Road are seen by dr ug consu mers
as a way of reduc ing the harm of illici  t drugs, particularly compared to street -based drug marketplaces (Dec).

2011 New report released: AfAustralian s ec ocodacohyl, asdoveo othe -cot niedanailtick Substars e ceoir 2 &t o0& .acc repdrtendic ated declines in most llicit
substances in 2008 relative to 2002 and/or 2005. The main exception was ecstasy (Jan).
The Minister for Mental Health and Ageing, Mark Butle r, announced that 8 targeted mental health programsw  orth $11 3.2 millio n will be ro lled out beginning Jan  uary 1 . The programs
include targeted mental health training to help community workers better identify and respond to those at risk of suicide, on line m ental health and counselin g services, and current
successf ul program s will be bo osted to provide addit  ional services (Jan).
A major reform of the ministerial council system by the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) led to the closure of the Mi nist eri al Council on Drug Strateg y (MCDS). The MCDS met
forthe | asttime o n 25 Februar y 2011 and agreed that the IGCD would take the lead role in coordinating Commonwealth, State and Territory efforts to implement the National Drug
Strategy, and that relevant Ministers would meet on occa  sions when Ministerial -level pol icy decisi ons and dire ction were required (F  eb).

Minister for Justice, the Hon Brendan O&6Connor MP, sought publ i c cdugsneantsandp reebreots eeommendeeébyth®edel s
Working Party in 2007, a  nd endor sed by the Ministerial Council on Drug Strat  egy should be implemented in the Criminal Code, and if so how this ought be achieved (Mar).

WA Liberals Mal Washer and Judi Moylan and Victorian Libera | Russell Broadbent called fo r arethinkonthe wayt he Feder al and Sta te governmen ts dealt with drugs, s  aying the "zero
tolerance" approach was wasting billions of dollars and causing more crime (Mar).

National Drug Strategy 2010 -2015 adopted. Strategy ma  intained the balanced approac h between demand reducti  on, supp ly reducti on and harm reduction, increased a cknowledgement
of the roles of sectors beyond health and law enforcement, and included for the first time performance measures for assessing progress (Mar).

2010 Australian Crime Commi ssi onds O@imgim Missadiad, the unclas sified version of the  Organised Crime Threat Assessment (OCTA) released. Identified that organised crime

cost the Australian community between $10 71 15 billion every year  and that illicit drug markets are the principle source of  profit for organi sed crime in Australia (Apr)

Multi-agency Criminal Asset Confiscation Taskforce, led by the Australian Federal Police, launched to identify and pursue proceeds of crime where there is a link to a Commonwealth

off ence. Taskforce usesres ources o fthe Australian Crime Commission (ACC), the  Australian Taxation Office (ATO) and the Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions to confiscate

assets, recover debt etc. All confiscated money an d d erived funds will be retur  ned to the Commonwealth and plac ed into a Confiscated Assets Account; witht he approval of the Minister

for Home Affairs and Justice used to fund drug treatment, drug diversion programs etc (Mar).

Australian National Council onDr ugs r fjpating tr g use and associated ha rms amon g Aborigin al Australia n's 6 ¢ o n d u Anexeahd theyNational Aboriginal Community Controlled
Health Organisation (NACCHO) Inc identified a gap in knowledge on Aboriginal people who inject drugs, fue lled by a lack of accurate and representative data ~ on patt erns and p revalence
of Aboriginal injecting  drug use. They also identified structural impediments to appropriate service provision (Apr).

The Commonwealth Attorney -Gener al 6 s De par verseditional lsubstahcesdto bf i e subject to the serious  drug of fences con tained in Pa rt 9.1 of the Commonwe  alth Criminal Code

Act 1995 (the Code), via interim regulations [ Criminal Code Amendment Regulations 2011 (No 1)] : Benzylpiperazine (BZP); 4 i Methylme thc athinone (4 -MMC, mephedron e, 6 Me ow
Meowd) ; thinene; h Ketamine; and Phenylp ropanolamine. Thisis  the first time the interim regulations have been utilised (Apr).

IGCD noted the emergence of new and existing synthetic analogue drugs (analogues) that mi mic the effects of illegal drugs, particularly sub  stances in herbal blends which mimic the
effects of cannabis. Noted the reported wide use of these substances, particularly in the mining industry and raised concerns over healt h and safety, particularly for employees operating
mach inery and the risk to pu  blic hea Ith and sa fety (May).

New Drug Use in Monito  ring in Australia (DUMA) report released that assessed police detainee knowledge of newly emerging or less common drug types. Interviews with 824 polic e
detainees revealed that in 2010 only 27% knew of Me  phedrone , compared to 41%, 53% and 59% for Ketamine, GHB and Rohypnol respectively (May).

Australian Federal Police made the largest recorded seizure of methamphetamines: 239 kilograms. Most of the meth amp hetamine was found inava  n at an apartment block at Clove lly in
Sydney's east, the alleged site from  which the national network was run. Four men were also arrested from Sydney and Perth (May).

The 2011 -12 Budget outlined new flexible funding arrangeme nts for all Department of Hea  Ith and Ageing (DOHA) fu  nded pro grams. Thi s wasinres ponse tothe FederalG over nment
strategic review of DOHA funding which highlighted high levels of inefficiencies and red tape e.g. that DOHA administered funds to 159 smal | p rograms involving 2,200 di rect funding

recipients (often w ith multip le funding a greements and differen  t reporting requirements). Accordingly, from 1 July 2011 a total of 159 predominantly grant programs will be consolidated
into 18 new or expanded flexi  ble Funds. Two funds relatet o substance misuse:
1 the Substan ce Misuse Prevention a nd Service Improvement Grants Fund (SMPSIGF) i for national activities under the National Drug Strategy, including the national research
centres, peak national bodies such a s ADCA, IGCD support and heal  th promotion;
1  the Substa nce Misu se Service Delivery Gr ants fund 1 for servic es that treat substance misuse.

The budget statement noted this would save the department an estimated $53.5 million over four years and enable reinves tme ntin new health policy ar  eas (May) .

Parliamentar y Joint Committee on Law Enfor cement report released Ailnquiry into the adequacy of aviation and maritime securit
Concluded that there was significant ev ide nce of infiltration of the aviation and maritime s ectors b y serious and organise d criminal networks (S  OCN) and that this was a natural

consequence of the strong incentives that exist for profit -seeking, particularly from drug trafficking. Committee reco mme nded that joint maritime t askforces be established  in ever y state
and the Northe rn Territory  (Jun).

Australian Crime Commission lllicit Drug Data Report 2009 110 released. Report noted that a record 694 clandestine laboratories were detected d anincrea se of 55 per cent from 2008 i
09 and 245 per centsince 2000 i 2001. Arrest s were highe st on record and the n  umber of seizures detected in 2009 -10 was second highest since 2000 -01, but weight of seizures was
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41% lower than in 2008  -09 (and third lowest recorded in the decade) (Jun).

Aust ralian Institute of Heal th and W elfare rep ortreleased : National Opioid Pha r macot herapy Statistics Annual Data coll ecti on: beerDalHift r e
towards older clients receiving treatment, wi th the proportion of clients aged 30 years and overr  ising be tween 2006 and 2010 fr om 72% to 82%' (Jun).

First National Drugs Campaign iPhone app developed. App contained facts on drugs and consequences of use and referral numbers for youth and families (J un) .

Australian Injecting an  d lllicit Drug Users Lea gue repo rtrelease d: 'Why woul dn't|discriminate ag  ainst all of them?' A report on stigma and discrimination towards the injecting drug user

community. Key recommendations included: that the Australian Gov ernment identify, review a nd, as appropriate, repe  al feder al laws an d policies t hat contribute to the continuing
criminalisation and marginalisation of people who inject illicit drugs; that federal parliamentarians receive education about the health and human rights of people whoi  nject drugs and

how curr ent appr oachesto drug control adversely affectthe  health and wellbeing of people who inject drugs on a daily basis; and that the Australian Communications and Media

Authority be encouraged to take a fi rme r stand on the reporting o f matters that reinforce negativ e attitude s and perpet uate stigma and discri  mination associated with people who inject

drugs (Jun) .
New head of the Australian Lawyers Alliance, Greg Barns, said Australia should consider decrimi nalisation, even for heroina  nd crystal methamphetami ne (Jul 1).

The T herapeutic G oods Authority schedul ed eight synthetic cannabinoids: JWH  -018, JWH -073, JWH -122, JWH -200, JWH -250, CP47,497, AM -694 & cannabicyclohexanol. The synthetic
cannabinoids,commo nlyr ef erred to @pi 6&Kd oand 6¢,Werepdlacedon £ ¢chedule 9 (p rohibited substances),  thereby banning from 8 July their use for therapeutic
purposes (6 Jul).

The Australian Standard Classification of Drugs of Concern (ASCDC), second edi tio n, was released by the Aus  tralian Bureau of Statis  tics. Th e ASCDC is the Austral ian statistical standa rd
for classifying data relating to drugs which are considered to be of concern in Australian society. The first edition, produc ed in 2000, was reviewe  d in consultation with releva  nt
Commonwealth and Stat e govern mentdepar tments, acad emics and otherexpert s. One key change was the removal of 6cannabinoidsd fr
hallucinogensd to it €anmabnuidskanddRka datggd odmpu g H Br o.dhd nEwbooadm®up encompa  sses bot h syntheti ¢ and plant based forms of cannabi  noids. Six new
narrow groups were also added including: GHB Type Drugs and Analogues; Cathinones; and Piperazines (Jul)

2010 National Drug Strategy Ho use hold Survey report release  d. Key findings were sli  ghtincr eases, rel ative to 200 7, in the proportion o f the population aged 14 and over who reported

recent illicit drug use (from 13.4% to 14.7%). From 2007 to 2010 the major area of reported increase was cocaine (1.6% to 2.1%) and c annabis (9.1% to 10.3%, albeit r emaining | ower
than du ring 1995 -2004). Repor ted recent use of ecstasy decreased (from 3.5% to 3.0%) countering upward trend since 1995 (Jul).

New AVIL discussion paper r elGidarsngdaing ogioldoserb | ei nj efoupsatrrdayl:i dmated Rhatghere veese as 30, 000 regular opioid use rsin Australia aged 40

years and over, and up to 80,000 infrequent or non -dependent opioid users. Paper also noted that the older cohort were not comm only served well by services and that they appearedt o

receiv e and/or e xperience a greater degree of disc  rimination (Jul).

National Patient Pathways project commenced funded by the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing. Research sought to (1 ) descri be the current alcohol and ot her drug
systemsin each state a nd territo ry; (2) link data from AOD, ED, an d hospitals to examine AOD client experiences with health services and systems; and (3) interview clients that are new
to an AOD service, to explore th eir journey into, through, an d following treatment (J  ul).

New research rel e a s e duntingitG@e cost:estt mating the number of deaths among recently released pri soner sBuratInstutes t,r a
revealed that amo ng adults released from pr  ison in Australia in 200  7/08, al most 140d ied fromdru g-related causes withi n ayear of release  and that the number of drug -related deaths in

recently released prisoners is three times higher than the total number of deaths in prison. The study called for the establishmentof an ational system for routine mon itoring of deaths in
ex-prisoners and evidence -based interventions, such as easier access to naloxone, to reduce these deaths (Jul) .

The IGCD held its first Annual Stakehold er Forum under the National D rug Strategy 2010 i 2015 . Stakeh olders fro m the drug a nd alcohol sector incl uded service providers, local

government, law enforcement, peak bodies and research organisations. Key themes emerging included the importance of ongoi ng and appropriate stakeholde  r communication and
engagement, strengthen ing the focu s on consumer outcomes  and social inclusion, and enhancing data collection to build a stronger evidence base (Aug).

IGCD members participated in a one and a half day plannin g w orkshop. A mission stateme  nt for the IGCD was agre  ed to an d three go als adopted: 1. Develop, implement  and monitor the
National Drug Strategy; 2. Provide evidence -informed advice to relevant Ministers; 3. Identify and respond to emerging issues. Planning for seven national sub  -strat egies was undertaken
relating to : Tobacco; Alcohol; Ph armaceutical Drug Misu  se; lllicit Drugs; Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples Drug Strategy; Research and Data; and Workforce Development

(Aug).

New National Drug Law Enforcement Research Fund  report released:  dpioi d Substi tution tre atmentin pr ison and post -release: ef f ects on cri mi nal reci dstudyos m
heroin -dependent prisoners in NSW found 84% were back behind bars within two years of rele ase, compared to the average return rate for all pris  oners of 45%. Howe ver, the num bers
dropped by one fi  fth if they left jail on opioid substitutes such as methadone and continued treatment in the community (Aug).

Australian Customs and Border Protection Service and the Australian Fe  deral Police detected 27 1kg coca ineinas hipment of | awnmowers from Brazil ~ (the fifth -largest cocaine seizure in
Australian history) (Sep).

High Court ruling: MOMCILOVIC v THE QUEEN & ORS [2011] HCA 34. High court, by majority , upheld the right of  the Vic torian Court of Appealt orulet hats5of the Victori an Drugs Act,
which st atedthat anoccupi er of premises in which drugs were found was deemed to be irtiothpos stras g ¥asimcorsittent h o
with the Victorian Human Rig  hts Char ter. The r uling pertai ned to the case of an alleged trafficker, Ms Vera Momcilovic, section 5 of the Drugs Act and the Victorian Court of Appeal ruling

that by reversing the onus of proof (placin g a legal burden on the defen  dant to prove the absenc e of pos session), section 5 co uld notbe interpreted consistently with the presumption of
innocence under s 25 Thgdigh€Cburthoted €SHact arati ons of | nconsi s tthe rChartdr play anringportartt a t rol@imcalling tbeeatt  ention o f parliame nt
and the p eople to laws that may be inconsistent with human rightso. I't further noted that whithepactasactriggedie@c | ar at i
parliament to consider wheth er a particular law shou Id be am ended to b etter protec t human rights. The Hi  gh Court also concluded that the jury had been mis  -directed about the
interpretation of s 5 and quashed the conviction of Momcilovic and ordered are -trial (Sep).
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from poor vein care: abscesses, scaring etc. It o utlines the risks, addre  sses pop ular myths , and contai ns animations on safer  injecting practices (Oct).
Operation Avalon, directed at an international trafficking unit suspected of money laundering and planning a substantial imp ortation of cocaine into A ustralia, led to arrest

and Border Protection Service and Queensland Police Servi ce and V anuatu enforcement aut horities (Nov).

detain ees: 21% of police detai neesin 2011 teste d positivet o methamphetamine & up f rom 16% in 2010 and 13% in 2009 (Nov).

Australian Customs and Bo  rder Pro tection Se rvice and th e Australian Federal P olice seized 216 kilograms of illicit drugs and precursors that were hidden in cartons on raisins from Iran:

Largest seizure of pure safrole in Austr  alian hi story: app roximately 2 88 litres, enoughtom  ake approximately 2.3 million ecstasy tablets. The safrole was detected by Australian Federal

Police and the Australian Customs and Border Protection S ervice concealed in liquid ha  ir and cleaning products importe d from Chi na. Three Sy dney men were also arr  ested (Sep).
Seizure of synthetic drugs, including MDPV and BZP, destined from Vietnam to South Australia. Operation led to the arrest of 5 South Austr alian men and seizure of 880 grams of
methylenedioxyp yrovaler one (MDPV), 10 kilogra ms of phenylpiperazine  and benzylpiperazine (BZP) and 1kg of 5 -iodo -aminoindane. Involved AFP, SA Police, the Australian Crime
Commission (ACC), Australian Customs and Borde r Protection Service and Viet  namese Police (Sep).

Australian Injecting & lllicit D rug Users League (AIVL ) launched an  Online Vein Care Guide. It seeks to reduce the risk of Blood Borne Viruses (BBV) particularly Hepatitis C that comes

of four Spanish

nationals, 300 kg in cocaine conceal ed in a yacht in Bundaberg, Queensland and seizure of $3 million in cash. The operation involved Australian Federal Police , the Australian Customs
Newreport from the Australian Institute of Criminologyés Drug Use Moreasetinahe use gf métham A upkettamimd amang golice) MA )

Guidelines for DOHA funding in 2012-13r el eased and applications opened for dftfedblefunds sNovd4g.t of Federal Governmentd

97.7kg of heroin and 118.4kg of pseudoephe drine (Nov 29).
Regulation 4 H of the Customs (Prohib ited Imp orts) Regu lations 1956 (the Regulations) cam e into effect. This prohibited the importation of ice pipes unless permission from the
Minister for Home Affairs or his authorised officer has been gra nte d. Under new Regulation 4H |, anice pipeis defined a s ¢&vwce dapa ble of being used for administerin g
met hyl amphetamine, or any other drug mentioned in Schedul e 406 an donbhedirmthedrugint s dal device, indcrystal, powd iemh a
oil or baseld)or md (D

2010 Updated i Gu med anlthe management ofco-occurring alcohol and other drug and ment al health conditions in alcoho
Commonwealth Governm  ent. The guidelines were acco mpanied by a training pa  ckage to facilitat e their impl ementation into the wo  rkplace (Jan).
Two Serious and Organised Crimes Acts adopted: Crimes Legislation Amendment (Serious and Organised Crime) Acts (No. 1 and No. 2). Acts strengthened criminal assetc  onfiscation
and anti -mon ey laund ering regi mes, and req uired individuals susp ected of unexplained wealth to demonstrate that it was legally acquired. Acts also strengthened law enforcement
powers to investigate organised crime b y p roviding protection for un dercover law enforcement officer s who infi Itrate crimi nal organizations, imp  lementing model laws for controlled
operations, assumed identities and witness identity protection, enhancing search and seizure powers including acces s to electronic data, and fac  ilitating greater access  to
tele communicat ions interce ption for criminal org  anisation offences (Feb).
Australian Federal Policebds Australian Il 1l icit Drug Data Cent r entificatidn Dof ) -shone anndeod - store dititldiugn gseiduresi .grhep r
centre specifica lly aimed to collate a nd disseminate information to all state and territory law enforcement agencies and increase knowledge about drug distribution routes within Australia.
The centre also aimed to  work with health and educati  on profe ssionals i n reducing d emand for and harm fro  miillicit drugs  (Feb).
Joint operation between Australian Federal Police and Cambodian National Authority on Combating Drugs (NACD) resulted in the de tection and burning of 15 ton nes of Safrole oil in
Cambodia. The AFP es timated that once converted to ecs tasy this would have had a street value of $6 million (Feb).
Stage one completed of AIVL National Anti -Discrimination Project. The project sought to id ent ify key issues that would need to be addressed in  a Nation al Anti -Discrimination Campaign
against inje cting drug users (IDU), with stage one examining the level and drivers of stigma in the general population. Interviews reveal ed strongly entrenched vie  ws of IDU as selfish,
dishone st, violent, unpredictab  le and n ot capable of either g etting or holding down a job. Discrimination was indeed deemed necessary by many to reinforce that IDU was unacceptable.
A number of suggested reasons were put forward for t he stigma including that the general public has very  limited direct exp osure to IDU s and high exposure to fii naccurateo m
government policy on IDU (Feb).
Regulation 4G of the ~ Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 came into effect , prohibiti ng the importation of tablet presses without the appr ~ oval fro m the Mini ster for Hom e

Affairs or an author  ised person (1 Mar).

centres (Mar).

Public submissionsfor fAAustraliads National Drug Strategy beyond 20090 concl udrmdoyal Australassan €odet agk of BHysiciare, Cs/il b mi
Libertie s Australi a, Mission A ustralia, CancerCounc i | , Womends Health Victoria, Life Education Australia, Austr al oleeseardhns

6" National HIV Strategy 2010-2013, 3rd National H epatitis C Virus ( HCV) Strateg y and 3rd National Abo  riginal and Torres Strait Islander Blood Borne Viruses and Sexually Transmissible

Infections Strategy released. All i dentified people who inject drugs and people in custodial setti  ngs were priority groups inthe next perio d. They reco mmended that needle an  d syringe
programs be trialed in Australian prisons (28 Mar).

Nati onal Drug Law Enforcement Research Fund r ep aohblandetheedaugiesdesf fi @cimg deug law enforceme n mt i\ Au s tc ra a IKeyachalierig es
include the continu  ed switch from naturally produced drugs to synthetic products, the amateurisation of illicit drug manufacture and production, the rapid uptake of new t echnology e.g.
emails and fil e encryption and jurisdi  ctional difference s in precurs or chemical controls.  The main illicit drug identified for future concern was ecstasy due to supply factors T not being
dependent upon access to one chemical i and demand fa ctors - no evidence that dema nd had peaked & limited negative feedback loops. Pharm aceutical misuse was a Iso singled out as

of concern (Mar).

Report r e ISiuatisnal dnalysis of drug and alcohol issues and responses in the Pacific 2008 -0 9 by the Aus tra lian National Councilon D  rugs followed on from an earlier reportan d
provided a more in depth analysi s, including both licit and illicit drug use. Report concluded that challenges for responding to substance use in the Pacific region had changed little in the

q
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last decade and that  efforts to improve healt  h and la w enforcem ent outcomes were hampered by ala ck of resources, commitment and local capacity (Mar).

The National Cannabis Prevention and Information Centre launched an Indigenous community project fi @nnabis: It's not our cultu re. 0 The pr odstodets andtaitwl orls depictin g
how cannabis impacts  on their communities and potential solutions to cannabis -related issues  (Mar).

Australian National Council on Drugs Report released into levels of Ind ige nous specific funding. The report fl ndi giecatoholsandoptieecdrugin terventions: Continuit  ies, changes
and areas of greatest ne el8d9iZ0@ard@006 H 2007 opeeationat expenditure on Indigenous specific alcohol and other dr ug projects increased from$4 2.6 to
$89.4 million (11  0%), but there wer e large redu ctions in service prov ision and funding by  Indigenous community  -controlled organisations and a 50% turnover in projects and

organisations. Key recommendations included more cap acity building, increasing non -recurrent funding a nd that all levels of governme ntre -commit to the pr inciple of Indigenous
community control of service provision (Apr).

Minister for Indigenous Health and Rural and Regional Health, Warren Snowdon annou nced funding of $13 million t o establish a 45 bed res idential rehabilit ation servic e near Cooktown
that w ill be accessible to people across the Cape York region. The site was chosen to complement the existing detoxification centre in Cooktown (Apr).

A stra teg ic review of the Departmen t of Health and Ageing p  ortfolio administr ative arrang ements commenced. The  review was commissioned by the Federal Government, and sought to
examine the alignment of resources within the portfolio to ensure it was best placed to implement and manage the g over nment 6 s k exdagdinegaptiotitih esand progr ams, including
the Nat ional Health Reform agenda, as well as position the portfolio to respond to emerging health and ageing challenges over the me dium and longer term (Jun)

Task Force Polaris was esta  blished to investigate 0 rganised crime on the waterfro ntin Sydney. It compr  ised 49 criminal investigators & intelligence analysts from the Australian Federal
Police, the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service, Austra lian Crime Commission, NSW Po  lice & NSW Crime Commiss ion (Jun ).

Austral ian Crime Co mmission lllicit Drug Data Report 2008 -09 released. Report noted that the total number (but not weight) of national drug seizures had increased 70% between 1999 -
2000 and 200 8-09 and that trends in relat ion to cocaine and Amphe  tamine -Type Stimul ants (ATS) r emained a concern. In particular, the report noted the threat posed by ATS remains
high due to the record number of related national seizures, arrests and clandestine labora tor y detections in 2008 i 09 (Jun).

Attorney -General, R obert Mc Clelland a nd Minister for Home Affairs, Bren dan O'Connor announced the Government would invest an additional $38.5 million to combat organised crime
through the establishment of a Criminal Intell ige nce Fusion Centre withint  he Australian Crime Comm  ission a nd new ana lytical tech nologies to assistthe  Australian Transaction Reports
and Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC) (Jun).

The Australian Needle and Syringe Program Survey 2009 indicated a significant decl ine in the prevalence of HCV  antibody: from 61 -62% du ring the period 20 05-2008,to 50% in 2009.
The decli ne in HCV antibody prevalence was observed in all states and territories with the exception of South Australia (Jun).

The Inaugural National Indigen ous Drug & Alcohol Conference  was held in Adelaide. | twas ho sted and o rganized by NIDAC and attracted ov  er 550 participants (Jun).

The first national report on prisoner health in Australia released. Key findings include that 70% had used illicit drugs and over half had consumed alcoh ol at risky levels durin g the 12
months pr ior to enter ing prison. The report  was carried out by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) and used data from a number of sources including the AIHW census
of public an d p rivate prisons (Jun).

Launch of Criminal Intellig  ence Fus ion Centre . The centre seeks to share dataa nd bring together analysts from Commonwealth agencies including the Australian Federal Police,

Department of Immigration and Citizenship, the Australia n Transaction Reports and Ana  lysis Centre, the Austra lian Tax ation Offi ce, Centreli nk, Customs and Border  Protection and State
and Territory law enforcement authorities so as to track and analyse money flows, identify high risk cash flows, patterns of crim e and the individuals, busine  sses and corporate struc  tures
that may be involved in criminal enterprisesi  ncluding drug trafficking in Australia and overseas (Jul).

Launch of the Australian Crime Commissionds Cr i seeks#lshare dataardbring e nagetherfanalystsdrom C e€animoreve alfh hgenc des mdludire g the

Australian Crime  Commission, Australian Federal Police, Department of Immigration and Citizenship, the Australian Transaction Reports and Anal ysis Centre, the Australi  an Taxation

Office, Centrelin k, Customs and Border Pr  otection , the Depa rtment of De fence, the Department  of Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Attorney -Gener al 6s Department, th
Securities and Investment Commission and State and Territory law enfo rce ment authorities so as to track and analyse money  flows, i dentify hi gh risk cash flows, patterns of cr  ime and

the individuals, businesses and corporate structures that may be involved in criminal enterprises including drug trafficking in Australia and o ver seas (Jul).

The Australian Federal Police in colla boration with NSW Police and C ustoms seized 240 kilo  grams of cocaine, the fifth largest cocaine seizure in Australia. The cocaine, with an estimated
street of $84 million was found in a shipment of paver s from Mexico (Jul).

Former AFL pl ay er Bedocu@entuasri yn sib$su.d if e & omapublic televisio n. The documentary, which attracted more than 2 million viewers, provided a controversial insight into
his battle with illicit drug use (Aug).

Ajoint Four Corners/The Age investig ation i A Cr i me | ntceod ggceeenad on national te levision. The show int  erviewed high ranking police experts including Australian Crime

Commission (ACC) CEO John Lawler, former operations manager for the ACC, Michael Purcha s, former Victorian detective inspector , JandnChiCed@mmissngner of Vic toria

Police, SimonOv er | and about Australiaodos fight against drug trafficking and or g aearmubidagencyinvestiga Tidreled bytthe w
ACC, exposed an international drug im  portatio n syndicat e with links to the Comancherosou t | aw bi ki e gang, Chinese triads, waterfront wor kf¢g
asserted that Australia is only making a small dint in to organised crime, due to th e sophistication of inte rnationa | drug imp ortation syn dicates, a lack of res ources and political will (Aug).

The Australian Greens Party formally adopted Justice Reinvestment as part of its justice policy (Aug).

Minority Labor  Government formed with suppo rtof Greens HAdam Bandt H and independents HAndrew Wilkie H, HRob Oakesh ottH and HTony Windsor H. Julia Gillard sworn in as Prime
Minister (Sep).

Research by the Drug Policy Modell ing Program found that Austra  lian news media could in  fluence youth atti tudes to ill icit drug use. The stu  dy that involved 2,296 young Australians aged

16 -24 indicated that news media is more likely to deter young people from using illicit drugs than encour age its use, but news media m essages were most likely  to affe ct youth ( users &
non -users) if they reporte  d on social and health consequences of use (Sep).
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The 2010 Ecstasy and related Drug Reporting System (EDRS), a sentinel survey of regular ecstasy and rel ated drug users, reported a decline in use of ecst asy and anincreas e in use of
cocaine and synthetic ~ chemicals such as mephedrone. Reported prevalence of cocaine use was the highest since reporting had begun ( 23% in 2003 vs 48% in 2010) (Oct).

Austral ian Customs and Australian Fe  deral Police made the th  ird -larg est seizur e of cocaine . A total of 464 kilog  rams of cocaine was detected on a yacht moored in a Brisbane marina,
following a tip - off from the US Drug Enforcement Administration (Oct).

Launchoft wo ANEX posi ti on Ipcanuietionsthe cds®fi tor contr olled need le and syrin ge programsinAustral i an pri sonso and fALifesavers: a posi
Hydrochloride for potential @@)ioid overdose witnesseso

Draft National Drug  Str ategy 2010 -2015 released f or public feedback (Nov)

A joi nt Austral ian Federal Police and Australian  Customs and Border Protection Service operation made the fifth largest heroin seizure. 168 kilograms, believed to be worth ap proximately
$60 million, w ere found in a container of w  ooden doors shipped from Malaysi a. Three p eople were a rrested (Nov).

The Aus tralian Federal Police targeted drug importations via the postal system on a national day of action timed to precede Schoolie s Week and the holiday sea  son. In total, 38kg of

drugs were captured (Nov).

High Court decision: State of Sou th Australiav  Totani & Anor [2010] HCA 39. The High Court, by 6 -1 majority, held s 14(1) of the Serious and Organised Crime (Control) Act 2008 (SA)

to be constitutionally i nva lid. By requiring courts to place controlorderso nmember s of idatenterpn i ses 6 wi t h @weviewwhethér they had ever engaged in criminal conduct

or were likely to do so, executive powers were deemed to impinge upon normal judicial proced ure s (Nov).

A bill approving  an Australian National ~ Preventi ve Health Agency was p assed in Parliament. T he agency wi |l | |l ead Australiads fight against pr
targeting obesity, along with alcohol, tobacco and other substance abuse (Nov).

The HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually t  ransmiss ible infec tionsin Aus tralia Annual Surveill ance Report 2010 by National Centre in HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research found that HIV
prevalence amongst injecting drug users remained low, with 1. 2% of those attending need le syringe programs (NSP  s) in 20 09 testing positive to HIV antibodies. Hepat itis C prevalence
remained much higher, but amongst those attending NSPs prevalence decreased between 2008 and 2009 from 62% to 50% (Nov).

Operation U nification, a joint initiativ e of Crime Stoppers, Pol ice and the ANZPAA Crime Forum , urged the community toé6dob in a drug |l ab.d The community
telltale signs including unusual chemical odours coming from a premises, chemical dru ms, frequent visitors and premises with blacked ou  twindow s (Nov).

The Commonwea Ith Government, led by the Commonweal th Attorney General s Department, released the firstilt)oThemonw
response plan sets o ut an approach by which Commo  nwealth agencies includi ng ACC, AFP and AU STRAC will r espond to threatsiden t i fi ed i n the Australian Cri
Organised Crime Threat Assessment (OCTA), including Amphetamine -Type Stimulants, one of three pr ior ity risks (Nov).

Ethan Na delman completed a natio  nal spea king tour, advocating for heroin prescribing , prison NSPs and more ready access to naloxone for use by bystanders in cases of opioid

overdoses (Nov -Dec).

Australia and Pakistan joined forces sig nin g a Memorandum of Understa  nding: Combating Narcoti  cs Drugs and Devel oping Narcot ics Control Cooperatio n at the AFP Headquarters. A
6Letter of Intentd to establish a Pakistan Transnational Team on Drugs and Crime, was also sign

The Federal Gov ern ment requested that the Mi nister for Mental Health ~ and Age ing establ ish an Exper t Advisory Group on Me ntal Health to provide advice to the Federal Government on
mental health reforms (Dec).

The Federal Government announced that their latest phase of the National Drugs Campaign will use Al n twelsit eMo tar dget festiv al-goers wit h an increasing focus  on information
and education (Dec).

A new r eAlcoholtand othier drug treatment services in Australia 2008 i 09: Report on the National Minimum Dat aSeto found t hat pisadeséotamehol tonte inued to
increase (making up o ver half of treatment episodes in 2008 -09), but treatment for most illicit drugs declined or stabilised. The biggest decline was in relation to heroin, with 1,349 | ess
treat men t episodes in 2008 -09, and a 8,420 decline between 2002 -03 and 2008 -09 (Dec).

14 new substances added to Schedule 4 of the  Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 . Acetylcodeine; Acetylmorphine; Alkoxyamphetamine; Alkoxyphenylethylamine;

Alkylthio amp hetaminel; Amineptine; 5 -(2-aminopropyl) -2,3-dihyd ro-1H-indene; Benz ylpiperazine (BZP); 1 -(8-Bromobenz o[1,2 -b:4,5 -b]difuran -4-yl) -2-aminopropane (Bromo -
Dragonfly); Codeine -N-oxide; Dimethylamphetamine; Oripavine; 4 -methylmethcathinone (4  -MMC); and Trif luo romethylphenylpiperazine (  TFMPP). Their inclusion increase d alignmen t

with exist ing legislation (e.g. the Poisons Standard orthe Criminal Code Act 1995)  and addressed an increased market demand for alternative synthetic drugs and drugs marketed as
part y pills (14 Dec).

Ketamine mo ved from Schedule 8to S  chedule 4 ofthe Customs (Proh ibited Imports) Regula tions 1956 (14 Dec).

The Commonweal th Attorney General 6s Department, in close col | ab oionaltQOrgamsed/CrimelRespanse Pla 20101 13eThis i t or vy
compleme nts the Commonweal th Organised Crime Response Plan a nd aims to strengthen multi -jurisdictional collaboration. Under the plan the Commonwealth, state and territory

governments have agreed to improve consi ste ncy of legislation to figh ~ t organised crime; remov e impedi ments to e ffective sha ring of information an  d intelligence;and target the priority
organised crime risks identified in the Organised Crime Threat Assessment (Dec).

The 2010 Australasian Chemical Div ersion Congress was held i  n Perth. Hosted by Weste rn Austr alia Polic e, the Congr ess drew together prec  ursor chemical diversion experts from national
and international law enforcement agencies, forensic and health services, industry and the legal profess ion (Dec).

First national fra mework for NSPs released : Nation al Needle and Syringe Programs Strategic Fra mework 2010 -2014. Framework was designed to strengthen the links between services
and across states and territories. Seven priorities were identified i ncluding: national minimum st andards; nationally accr  edited ¢ ore traini ng for staff ; improved data collec  tion and
reporting; and increased availability of injecting equipment (Dec).
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Cambod ia, China, Indonesia, Lao, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines. A series of three invitation

T he AN Q@Ba Bacific Drug Issues Committee and the UNODC commenced a se rie s of discussions on Compul  sory Centres for Drug Us ers (CCD Us) in the Southeast A sian nations of

-only Roundtables and follow  -up workin g g roups were employed,

using country officials, UNOD C, WHO, UNAIDS, ES CAP and bila teral partners. The fi  rst of these Roundtables was held in December 2010, the second was held in October 2012. A third

Roundtable is planned for 2014. The goal is to explore options for introducing effe  ctive policies and progr ams (suc h as drug and HIV prev ention, treatment and harm reduction) (Dec).
2009 National Amphetamine Type Stimulant Training Program, funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing , commenced. The training is provided by ANEX in
the aim of i ncreasing the capacity of service providers to meet the needs of people who use ATS, providing earlier intervention and increasing referrals to support services (Mar).

New Ministerial Advisory Co  mmi ttee formed on Blood Borne Viruses and Sexually Tr  ansmitte d Infectio ns (Mar).
fiMet h websi t e dntHe aim of beflpiagdmethamphetamine users self -manage some of the most common meth

likely to attribute t  heir crime to illicitdr ~ ug use, with uset endingto pr ecede criminal activit y (Apr).

continued to decline (May).

domestic cocaine  seizures was the highest on record (Jun).

prohibited import. The announcement occurred at the meeting of the Ministerial Council for Police and Emergency Management in P

lllicit Drugs in Sport i National Education and Action Plan adopted . The pl an uses sp orts role mo dels (for community ed
coaches and sports administrators), and funding to help national sporting agencies conduct o ut of competition illicit dru

implants (Jul).

and or ganised crime, including the methods used by criminal groups to infiltrate Australia's airports and ports, and the extent of

lack of knowledge over what constitutes the optimal allocation of resources, either between licit and illicit drugs or be

engagement be encouraged in all st ages of the policy process (No v).
The MinisterialC ounci | on Drug Strategy issued a document for publi

ensuing 5 years and how emerging issues such as performance and image enhancing drugs may affect Australian drug trends (Nov)

-related issues. Run by  Turning Point Alcohol and Drug Centre the

site provides a self -assessme nttool, and research -based, pra ctical adv ice on self -management for methamp  hetamine users and options for specialist treatment (Mar).

Report by the Australian Institute of Cri mi nol oggingsfeointeaDBregdsedloni fi Wwonmie Australdhipragg ruasne. opanfmund r fenmake poli Ed
detainees had highe rrates of illicit drug use (except for cannabis and ecstasy), were more likely to have injected drugs and had higher rates o f dependency. They were al  so more

Release of report on 2007 Australian Survey of Social Attitudes (AuSSA) on crime and justice showed 10% Australians viewed drugs as the first or second most importantiss  ue
facing Australia. Pub lic fear ondrugt rafficking r emained higher inrura  I/remote areas than in capital cities and public support for the removal of criminal penalties for cannabis use

Updated gu idelines on managing co -occur rence of mental health a  nd subst ance use p roblems rele ased: HMonograph series no. 71: Comorbidity of mental disorders and s ubstance

use: A brief guide f  or the primary care clin  ician H (May).

New report fund ed by the AustralianN  at i onal Counci | -goonv eDrnungesn tii Nborngani sations in the alcohol and other drugs sect
NGOs we re over -burdened with red tap e and had to spend over 474 hour s peryear reportingt o funding bodies. Addi tional problems included limited workforce capacity, insufficient

funds and reduced independence of the NGO sector due in part to increased use of gove rm ent tied grants (May).

Australian Crime Commissio  n lllici t Drug Dat a Report 200 7-08 reported that the Australian heroin market was stable but that trends in relation to cocaine indicated fia poss
expansion of the domestic cocaine market . 0 Pr i miaatoys werethatt he number and weight of border co  caine se izures inc reased from 2006 -07 to 2007 -08 and the number of

The Minister for Home Affairs, Br e n d eeffort Qd cCackndovon on Austradiaiso u recor dcstasyuse  thenAustrali an Governm ent would ma ke tablet presses a

erth (Jun).

ucation), targeted education programs (for elite athletes,
g testing (Jun).

Therap eutic Go ods Author ity closed a loop holeinaruling  that naltrexone implants could only be used in clinical trials and in cases where it is proven the naltrexone implants meet
appropriate quality. This decision blocked all future a  dministration of Western Austral i a 6 s réxonaimpla nt pi oneer 0 ObrNeGelorugnel ess he obtained regyg

The Parliamentary Joint Committee on the Australian Crime Commission (PJC -ACC) initiated an inquiry into the adequacy of aviation and maritim e security measures to combat serious

infiltration (Sep 14).

Second Needle Syringe Program (N SP) return on investment study i n Australi a released. The research conducted by the National Centre in HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research

estimated that NSP investment over the period 2000 -09 resulted in an estimated 32,050 HIV infections and 96,667 HC  V infections averted as  well as substantia | healthcare cost
savings to gover nment, and gains in disability -adjusted life years. It concluded that even over the short term, every $1 invested in NSPs returned $4 in healthcare cos t-savings
(Oct).

Commonweal th government announced provisio n of $9 mi Ilion (over 3 years) to enable ext  ra support for parents who have drug or alcohol problems. The funding was intended to

assist in the provision of in -home parenting help and aftercare s upp ort for parents who have | eft rehabilitation servi  ces (Oct).

Fifth e valuation of the National Drug Str  ategy released by Siggins Miller. The evaluators noted that the NDS had continued to serve Australia well by driving partners hips and an

emphasis upon pragmatic and evidence -inform ed policy. Yet they iden tified a number of areas of co ncernincluding: alac k of stakeholder support for the term harm minimisation, a

tween the strategy goals (supply reduction , demand red uction

and harm reduct ion), gaps in the monitoring of drug trends and evaluation of program implementation and poor community engagement in policy development. These problem  swere
deemed to have reduced the capacity of the nat  ional dr ug strateg y to drive p olicy commitment,to a  llocate resources efficiently and ensure evidence -informed and publicly supported

policy decisions. They put forward 15 recommendations including that the NDS goal fihar nonmi miemir £t ia c etde rbnpatf@come asses botht he causes of

problemat ic drug use and responding to drug related harms, 60t hat t he Aiohbalnarsce ment o among drug types and i nt er ro&dertstakeholdes e c t

c consultationopndAwbktchl paodlssifddatdi &8n ¢

public feedback. The d ocument asked for advice on a nu mber of sp ecific quest ions such as how to be  tter engage other sectors in the advisory structures, how to complement the
social inclusion agenda and how to build the capacity of the drug and alcoh ol sector? It also asked for advice on what constitut  ed the t op priorit ies for Aust ralian drug policy for  the

The Ministerial Co uncil on Drug Strategy endors  ed the National Drug and Alcohol Clinical Care and Pre vention (DA -CCP) Model ling Project. This project sought: (1) to develop the first
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the resourc es needed (Nov).

or an auth orised p erson (Dec ).
addicti on medicine as a medical spec ialty for the purpose of inclusi on inthe AMC List of Australian Recognised Medical Specialties (Dec).

Hous ehold Surv ey 10.4% of those in the paid work  force had used an illicit drug in the last month and 46.8% had ever used an illicit drug. Only

hospitality sector  (Dec).

national population -based planning model for drug and alcohol service planning; (2) to esti mat e the need and demand for drug and alcohol service s across Australia ; and (3) to

Following on the advice receive d from the Australian Medical Council, the Minister for Health and Ageing, The Hon Nicola Roxon MP, announced that she had de cided to recognise

ADrug use: in the Audcarepatlby tlheiNational iCénfreofor Edeication and Training on Addiction, found that based on re -analysis of the 2004 National Drug Strat

1% of the workforce reported drug

calculate

nor MP.
anised

tahdeandwprices.d 6 s mo

2009 Mission Australia youth survey identified that drugs were the number one issue of concern for the survey of 46,000 11 -24 year ol ds. 11-14 year olds were part icularly
concerned about illicit drugs, le ading Missio n Australia to conclud e they were in need of less fear campaigns and more information on drug issues (Nov).

Commonwealth Organised Crime Strategic Framework released by the Attorney -General, the Hon Ro bert McClelland MP, and  the Mini ster for H ome Affairs, the Hon Brendan O'Con
The Framework sought to ensure Commonwealth agencies worked together to prevent, disrupt, investigate and prosecute organised crime. Key elemen ts included: a classified Org
Crime Threat Asse ssment ( OCTA) that will be pro duced by the Australia n Crime Commission and identify biannually the most significant threats and harms for Australia; and an

Organised Crime Response Plan (OCRP) that will align Commonwealth efforts to respond (25 Nov).

Healt h Minist er announc ed $4 millio nin funding for illic it drugs. Key measures included $750,000 to support national web -based counseling, $360,000 for peak bodies including the
Alcohol and Drugs Council of Australia and Australian Ther  apeutic Communities Asso  ciation, $948,000 for data col lection and $1.1 milli  on for drug law enforcement research (Dec).

A confidential Australian Feder al Police report ar gu e d mtatke for cotaine tarteds| i due tbh anprecédented aem

Between 2003 a nd 2006/7, cocaine acc  ounted for about 5 per cent of drugs seized in Australia. By 2007/08 this had risen to 10 per cent. In 2008/09 it was 25 per cent. The report
argued that the market was likely to remain highly lucrative in Aust raliadue toa fAgemieomal shi het(Bec)t o cocai

Amendments to the  Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 were passed. This  prohibited the importation of tablet presses without the p erm ission of the Minister for Home Affairs

egy
-related

absenteeism an d 2 .5% reported attending wor k while under the influe  nce of d rugs, but rates were h igher amongst young ma le workers and for some professions, especially the retail and

2008

needs of families who have, as a family member, a young person who is misusing substances (Feb).
National Centre for Education and Training on Addiction raised concerns about the accuracy of available testing tec hno logy, the potential of tes

and parent -child relations and the si  gnificant cost (an annual cost of at least $302 million for urine tests or $355 million for saliva tests) (Mar).

Media reports that heroin shortage had ended, with increased availa  bility, increased purity and dec reased pri ce of white heroin in the Sydney a
overdoses (Mar).

drugs had decreased from 17 % to 14% (Apr).
episodes of delirium, infectio ns and kidney impairment (Apr ).

of a Dutch police officer in the Australian Federal Police (Apr).

pe aks were given a direct role in the organisation (Apr).
thinking about the conse  quences of using drugs (32%) or avoiding the use of drugs (20%) and significant increases in the number of young people who d

Research by the National Centre for Education and Training on Addiction into use of m eth amphetamines by Australian s in paid employment fou
aged 18 -29 had u sed methamphetamines. Authors found use was contributing to growing levels of workplace absenteeism and/or lost productivity
reporting they had failed to attend work because o fillici t drug use and 33% rep orting going to work w hile under the influence (May).

First National Corrections Drug Strategy 2006 -2009 endorsed (May).
MCDS endorsed the First National Amphetamine -Type Stimulants Strategy 2008  -2011 (May).

Evaluation of the third phase of the National Drugs Campaign released. The results showed that 78% of 13 -24 year olds feltt he campaign had influenc

Report on ASupporting the f anyrdblemsascdmog useyiovesh g igatirgospppoet optiong ho by the Australian National Co uncil on Drugs address  ed the support

Re p or t Drugfesting in Schools 1 evidence, impacts and alternati  ve s 0 by t he Aatiandl rCaundil ann Drbgs recom mended against drug te  sting in schools. The report by the

ting regimes to undermin e child -school

rea. Also evident was a rise in heroin

Media a ttention resumed o n Naltrexone implants in lightof  editorials and new research findings on the harms associated with their use e.g. severe withdrawal, vomiting, diarrhoea,
Netherlands -based Sy nthetic Drug Unit reported tha t Australia had become  a major destination for supplying Dutch MDMA, aided by the Italian Mafia. Led to the permanent appointment

2020 Summit held in Canberra. Summit broughtto gether exper ts from around Austral ia to develop new ideas/policy directions for Australia by year 2020 (Apr).

iscussed illegal drugs wit

parents and significa nt reductions in percept ions tha tdrugs we re funandi ncreased perceptionst hat the use of drugs could lead to mental health problems (Apr).

ed them to some ex tente.

Media reports that Afghan brown heroin was emerging in Sydney. Ingrid Van Beek, director of th e Medically Supervised Inject  ing Centre, reported use of brow n heroin h ad increased over
the last 9 month s and that 30% of injectors at the centre were currently using brown heroin (Mar).

On the eve of the Bucharest NATO -plus summit, Prime Minister Kevin R udd strongly advocated for op  ium eradication programs in Afgh anistan. M edia reports highlighted arguments

against such interventions (Apr).

Collins and Lapsley released a new report on fiThe cost of ety mBl£-O&, oOalTho Isdthaetherodt doiddl toi csts to A distralign a b u
society had increased from $34 bil  lion in 1998 -99 to $55 billion in 2004 -05. Of this, the costs associated with alcohol had increased from 22% to 27%, while costs associated with illici t

At an Extraordinary General meeting, ADCA adopted a new constitution that r adically altered its governan  ce arrangements, one asp  ect of w hich was t hat the Stat e and Territory NGO

g.
h t heir

nd 4% of workforce and 11% of those

with 13% employed meth use

s
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National rollout  of Clan destine La boratory Dat abase a secure nationa | repository for information derived from clandestine laboratory seizures. The database includes information on lab
locations, persons engaged in the i lli cit manufacture, safety, t ypes of laboratory react ions bei ng used, m ethodology, exhibit details, on -site reports and photographs. The rollout was
funded by the National Precursor Strategy (May).

Re p o r t Respondifig to substance abuse and offending in Ind igenous communities: revie  wof di ver si onfoyndtchatrelgimdity criter ia were a major barrie  r to Indigenous
involvement in drug diversion programs. Two principle reasons were the exclusion of offenders with prior criminal histories and/or viol ent offences and requirement for illicit drug

problem s. Report recommen ded expandin g eligibility criteria  e.g. enabling diversion for alcohol and inhalant misuse (Jun).

Australian Crime Commission lllicit Drug Data Report 2006 -07 reported a significant inc rease in cocaine seizures and  arrests, including a 63 5% incre ase inthe quantity of border

seizures, a12 78% increase in the quantity of domestic seizures and a 76% increase in cocaine arrests (Jun).

Australian Federal Police and Customs arrested 20 peo ple in relation to ecstasy an  d cocaine importation, t  rafficki ng and mon ey launderin g in Australia. The ar rests were the culmination

of a 12 month multi  -agency investigation involving Australian Federal Police, Australian Customs, Victoria Police, Tasmania  Police, the Australian Transa  ction Reports and Analys is Centr e,
the Aus tralian Crim e Commission, and inte  rnational law enforcement agencies throughout Asia and Europe that followed the seizure of the worldoés | argest
tonnes or 15 million tablets, with a stre et value of $440 million . The ta blets were discovered hidden in tins of toma toes shipped from Italy to Australia in June 2007 and replaced with

inert substances to enable monitoring of the distribution and trafficking network ( Aug).

AFP Police Commissione r Mick Keelty concededt hatins pite ofth e massive MD MA busts, local demand  would keep the trade thriving. He therefore argued that we needed to treat
demand as much as we deal with supply (Aug).

The Australian Industrial Rela  tions Commissions madealand mar k r ul i ng o natiagh b frpridenderng testing:  use of oral fludsor uri ne as speci men for tes
asked to rule on whether it was just to use urine testing instead of oral testing, given the formers wide window of detection and incr  eased potential to detec  t action s undertak en by
employ ees thatmay havenoc onsequent i al i mpact on employeesd6 actions at work. The AIRC concl idedutrhat ¢iesel

impl ementation of a urine base  d random drug testingre g i me wéuldbeu njustandun r easonabl| e éeaocredtation iscobtained urine testing could be introduced instead of oral
testing (Aug).

The AFL (Australian Football League) announced 98.9% of p lay ers tested in 2007 were dr ug free. Butitalsowid ened its illicitd rugtesting regime by introducing hair testing to test
players in the off season and testing for a wider range of illicit substances. The new regime enters into force in Jan 2009 ( Aug).

The High Court made a landm  ark ruling when all six ~ judges r uled that the NSW Crim e Commission acted imp  roperly when it allowed 6kg of cocaine to be sold on the streets in an

undercover drugs operation. The High Court said that such conduct risked endange rin g the lives of drug users and hence was irreconcil  able wit h state an d federal pr ohibitions on supply
(Sep).

Ne w b obrkg Use and Mental Health: Effective Responses to Co -Occurring Drug and Ment al Heal t h Pr obl e nsbow edetlbht peapld with serioBsrco foe s s o
occurring drug and men  tal heal th problem s tended to access health services  more frequently than individuals affected by either problem in isolation, but that they were more impaired,

experienced more disability and had poorer tr eatment outcomes. This was attributed partly to a lack of service in tegration fo r people with co -occur ring drug and mental health problems

(Sep).

2007 DUMA report released. Report found that in 2007 66% police detainees tested positive for any illicit d rug (cannabis, cocaine, heroi  n, meth or benzodiazepin  es), ar ate thatw as

stable si nce 2006. Detected use  of cannabis and methamphetamine had decreased as had levels of dependency on illicit drugs (Sep).

The Australian Crime Commission estimated that $4 -$12 billion inillicitdrug mo  ney was being sent offsh  ore annu ally. The unpublished estimates suggested th  at authorities were
significantly underestimating the quantity of drugs that were undetected at Australiab6s borders

Report released by the Aust  ralian Institute for Family S tudi es i nt o Autcorpes dor ¢hidg endliving in  families with parenta | substance misuse: What do we know and what should

we do. o0 Report concluded that children raised i n pairssuestsischasimpairedires g possiveness and abitys th prepa oetmedlsa rHeweveeitlal Isod
noted these are of ten related to a broader range of factors, not just substance use/misuse. The report noted that childhood outcomes can be imp roved by treatment interve nti ons, but

that holistic res ponses are more effectiv. e than u se of sole ly behaviour al based responses (Se p).

Report on fAPolice drug diversion: a study of criminal offendi ng.Theuepatdemensica rteel |thatdhatendjority gf oft h endéraidsdt r
not reoffend followin g diversio n. Moreover in spite of marked dif ~ ferences in offending between jurisdictions the proportionate decrease in offending after diversion was relatively

consistent across all jurisdictions, with 69 -86% offenders withou t records and 31 -54% off enders w ith record s not reoffe nding within 18 months (Oct).
TGA ordered that Naltrexone i mplant pioneer George OO6Nei l c ease profuselhe had fai nledotd mebtt ¢he regulatoryosh e andangs| a n
(Oct).

AFP Police Comm issioner M ick Keelty r emarked on the high le  vel of drug seizures in recent years and the need to stop measuring drug law enforcement success in terms of the size of
seizures. He also advocated th e need to devise better polic  y approaches that combin e supply reduction with demand and harm reduction (O  ct).

The ANCD launched a new website to support homelessness services help clients with drug and alcohol problems and called for a much bigger investm ent and focus on the levelso  f drug
and alcohol issue s amongs t homeless populations and the identificatio  n of optimum service responses (Oct).

Report on National Prison Entrantsd Bloodborne Virus and Ri ofkprisBnerk lzad histones of S uinjectiagydrug@ @ (IDU r 6.IPesa sessvho R
were IDU had much higher rates of H  CV and Hepatitis B with e.g. 58% male IDU and 78% female IDU were HCV positive compared to 9% and 2% for non -IDU. IDUs also had much
higher rates of pr ior prison experience (83% co  mpared to 48%), particul arly rep eat prior experiences (Oct).

Mission Austral ia survey of young people aged 11 -24 showed between 2007 and 2008 concern for drugs had risen from 20.1% to 26.0% making drugs one of the top three iss ues of
concern to young peopl e. And in four jurisdict  ions dru gs had bec ome the prim ary issue of concern:  ACT, NT, SA and Vic (Nov).
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The AFL (Australian Football League) Commission lifted its 12 month ban on former West Coast Eagles player Ben Cousins foll owing hi s suspenmrgingtinegdmemtodidor ie put ¢
over anumb er of metham phetamine related inci  dents. The AFL Commission said he could play football again provided he met strict drug testing rules including submitting to up to three
urine tests p er week and up to four hair t ests per year. A positiv. e drugt estcould leadtohis immediate suspension (  Nov).

National Strategy  to Prevent the Diversion of Precursor Chemicals into lllicit Drug Manufacture ( National Precursor Strategy) received recurrent  funding of $1.068m.
Report f rom the National Institu ~ te of Fo rensic Sci ence identif ied a gap in the natio  nal intelligence picture on illicit drugs. Drugs seized at the borders were being analysed, but there was
very limited information on those seized on t he streets.
Victoria Police, in partnership with the Federal Attorney G ene r a | 6 artmPng produced a DV D to educate law enforcement and the judiciary across Australia about the dangers and
associated risks in the manufacture of ATS and clandestine labora tor ies.
2007 National Drugs Campaign 2007 i i Wh e syodh e ad a tidaking®wi th yourkids aboutdru gs . o
Report from the Inquiry into the manufacture, importation and use of amphetamines and other synthetic drugs in Australia. Rec ommended standardisat  ion of analysis and data coll  ection,

continuation of  Project STOP, nati onal constan cy in legislative appr  oaches and greater attention to harm reduction and prevention strategies (Feb).
From AGO to WHOAO a new tr ai istimilants was commig essianed bytlseyConfmmnwealth D epartment of Health and Ageing t oincrease skills and educate health

profess ionals e.g. GPS and nurses on dealing with psycho -stimulants. The training package devised by Turning Point Drug and Alcohol Centre included face to fa ce sessions and an online
portal on psycho -stimulants , pharma cological effects, ris ks associated with use  and ways of responding to psycho -stimulant use (Feb).

Launch of the Australian Alcohol and Other Drugs Charter by the Australian National Council on D rug s. The Charter was develop  ed for the drug and alco  hol sect or and out lines guidin g
principles, expectat ions and goals with regard to drugs as well as rights and responsibilities with regard to drug use and the development and im plementation of policiesa  nd programs, at

all community levels and for differen  t settin gs and sec tors (Feb).
National Amphetamine T ype Stimulants (ATS) Strategy Consultation Paper released (Mar).

Ben Cousins, Australian Football League  Brownlow medallist and former captain of the West Coast Eagles , was suspen ded from the club forpe  rsonal r easons inv olving drug use. He was
subsequent ' y admitted for rehabilitation in Los Angel es, United States and was ordered by the AFL H
The AFL (Australian Fo otb all League) widened its il licit drug testing regim e inres ponsetot he controver sy involving West Coas t Eagles players. The new scheme included illicit drug

testing on weekends and a three strikes policy involving a maximum of a 12 match suspension for a t hird offence (Mar).

Natio nal roll out of Project ~ STOP i tracking sa les of pseud oephedrine (Apr).

Federal Government committed $150 million in new funding for drug and alcohol issues (for 2007 -08 t0 2010 -11) as part of the 2007  -2008 budget. This includ  ed $79.5 million to enable
a third round of fundingt  hrough t he Non -Government Orga nisation Treatment Gra  nts Program (NGOTGP), $22.9 million for Amphetamine -Type Stimulants Grants Program, $9.2 million
to add to the national drugs campaign & $37.9toimpro ve law enforcement responset o amphetamines productio  n/supply (May).

National Cann abis Prevention and In  formation Centre (NCPIC) set up to educate and train health professionals with the aim of increasing early intervention and r educing cannabis use
(Jun) .

Ninth national household su  rvey on drugs conducted: i NatalDrug St rategy House hol d Sur v ey, sulshdicateddhat®etween 2004 and 2007 there was a significant reduction

in the use of illicit drugs over the last 12 months (from 15% to 13%), par ticularly recent use of canna  bis. There were signific antredu ctions in lifetime use of tobacco and alcoho | but
increases in lifetime use of some illicit drugs e.g. heroin, cocaine and ecstasy (Jul -Nov).

CounsellingOnline service rolled out as a national pro gram, endorsed by the Comm onwealth Department of H  ealth an d Ageing. The service was operated by Turnin g Point Alcohol and
Drug Centre and provided free drug and alcohol counseling for drug users, family or friends, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, t hrough an online service (Jul).

Andrew Johns, former capt  ain of t he Nationa | Rugby Leag ue, revealedliveont he Channel Ni ne @ F o ohadregSldrlytaken etstasy throlgleout his playing career. Johns

claimed the drugs helped him in dealing with the hig h level of pressure associ  ated with his careeras  an elite sportsman (Aug).

The House of Representati ves Standing Committee on Family and Human Services chaired by the Hon Bronwyn Bishop released its report into the impact of illicit drug use on famili  es.
The report t nndlelde fAvware owi ondhrendeds that the cAustralian G overnment replace the  current NDS focus on harm minimisation with harm prevention and treatment

with the ultimate aim of achieving permanent drug -free status. Other recommen dations included that funding be preferentially provi  ded to a bstinence -based progra ms, that takeaway
meth adone be disallowed for parents, and that welfare payments be linked with child protection concerns (Sep).

Evaluation on methadone maintenance by the National CentreforHIVandS oci al Re s e ar ¢l miiMenatcatea bmentin New South Wales and Victo ria: Takeaways, diversion
and other keyissues 06 concluded that takeaways were vitally important fse ofdindihgwork, seff n testeemfard@bility iotcemsei niliicit fdrmaigni |
use. They found that diversion of meth  adone was often a result of unmet treatment demand and the economic disadvantage of clients. Report concluded that easy fixes such as diluting
methadon e or limiting doses may have unintended negative cons  equences and may r educe retent ion (Sep).

Chris Mainw aring, former Australian Football League star from the West Coast Eagles, died from a cocktail of drugs including cocaine, ec stasy, cannabis, Roaccutan e, anti -depressants
and alcoh ol. One week latter fell ow West Coast Eagl es star, Ben Cousins was sacked by his club, following his arrest for a drug charge (the charge was subsequently dropped) (Oct).
Coalition Government r el eased pdli§yanvolving conmpulddny u gvsellare guarartining fam  people who have b een convicte d of criminal drug off  ences involving hard

drugs, assistance for jobseekers and uniform national illicit drug offences (Nov).
Labor Government elected under Prime Minister Kevin Rudd (Nov).

The Counci | Of Australian Governme nts incr eased fund ing for Indi genous substance and a  Icohol rehabilitation and treatment services: $100 million (Dec).
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Restrictions introduced on sale of medications containing pseudoephedrine requi rin g that all medication be s tored away from the publ  ic and s old by pha rmacists (Ja n).

2006
The Substance Abu se Intelligence Desk was established between the Commonwealth, Northern Territory, South Australian and Western Australian go vernments in a joint opera tion
designed to reduce cross  -border supply of licit  and illi cit substa nces (Jan).
COAG Mental Health Pa ckage announced (Feb).
Dr John Herron appointed as Chair of the Australian National Council on Drugs (ANCD) (Feb).
Four Corners Repor theraldedthedeginring of mede dia attention into metham phetamin e (Mar).
National Cli nical Guidelines fort he Management of Drug Use During Pregnancy, Birth and the Early Development Years of the Newborn released (Mar).
Restrictions increased on sale of med ications containing pseudoeph  edrine: Products with hi  gher con centration s of pseudoe phedrinerequredado c¢ct or 6s prescription (A
Buprenorphine -naloxone (Suboxone®) made available on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (Apr).
National Cannabis Strategy 20 06 -2009 endorsed (May).
Reportr el eased: fi Esed adsw rers te cah @abis questi ons: areview of the| iterature 6and accompanying bookl et fACannabi shy the Msstnaban Natiadnal vy
Council on Drugs provided a review of the evidence and answered key questionsi  n relation to cannabis (  May).
MCDS endors ed developme ntofa National Amphe tamine Type Stimulants (ATS) Strategy. Consultation paper for strategy to be developed by the National Drug Research Institut e and
the Australian Insti  tut e of Criminology (May).
Department of Healthand A geing re leased upd atedreport i Drug testihgi ketdlsdi Peussi on paper on soci al, health and | egal i s
evidence on the social or health consequences of pr ovi ding ecstasy testing kits and whether it would inc  rease or reduce ha rmful using behaviour (May).
Federal Government provided $214.1 million in new funding for drug and alcohol issues as part of the 2006 -2007 Budget. Included $136.1 to increase communit y awareness and train
drug an d alcohol workers of co  -morbid m ental heal th-drugissu es (May).
Two new sets of guidelines introduced by the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing: Management of Patients with Psychostimulant Tox icity: Guidelines for Eme  rge ncy
Departments and Manage ment of Patients with Ps  ychostim ulant Toxi city: Guidel ines for Ambulance Ser vices (May).
The Council Of Australian Governments agreed to a long -term generational commitment to overcome Indigenous disadvantage and to adopt and f und a collaborative approach  to the
reduction of viol ence and child abu se in Indige nous communities. $130 million was allocated over four years including $49.3 million to expand drug and alcohol rehabilitation and
treatment services and hence reduce one of th e major factors contributi ng to the violence and ¢ hild abu se (Jul).
The Council on Australian Governm  ents adopted a National Action Plan on Mental Health (2006 -2011) and committed $1.9 billion over five years to reduce the prevalence and severity of
me nta |l illness in Australia and the prevalence of risk ~ factors such asil licit drug u se that contribute to the onset of mental iliness. Key initiatives included alerting the public to the links
between mental health and drug issues and integrating mental hea Ith and drug and alcohol serv ices (Jul).
Launch of H eadspace , a nation al program d esigned to provide inf  ormation, support and services to young people and their families across Australia for mental health and related
substance use problems (Jul).
Launcho fthe report A Si tysisatiliciodrugis suasand responses inthe Asia Pacific region 0 by th e Australian National Council on Drugs summarised for 14 nations including
China, Hong Kong, Laos, Thailand and Timor -Leste the national prevalence of illicit drug use, country res  ponses toiillicit drugi  ssues, a nd Austral ian and inte rnational involvement in
relation to illicit drugs (Sep).
National Leadership Forum on Ice held in Sydney (Dec).
The Drug Use Monitoring in Australia (DUMA) program expanded to include Footscray in Vict  oria and Darwin and Alic e Spring s in the N orthern Terr itory.

2005 Reportre | eased: fAMapping nati onal odytoedqiustraliam Adtional E€duncicoa Prags indugled a broad overview of approaches to service plann ing and resource

allocation ( Feb).
National Drugs Cam paign20 0571 i Spdoe fNEcét aBMarijuanao (Apr).
Trial of retractable needles and syringes cancelled after evaluation showed they could increase public health risks (May).

$8.0 million for Capacity Building in Indigenous Communities & $12.0 million for the Non -Government O rga nisation Treatment Grants Program (May).

MCDS agr eed not to endorse the develop ment or use of drugte  sting kits for personal use at the point of consumption (May).

Ketamine was rescheduled on the National Drugs and Poisons Schedule from a Schedule 4 t 0 Schedule 8 drug (May).

Bupr enorphine -naloxone (Subo xone®) r egistered by the Thera peutic Goods Administr  ation (Jul).

The second National Hepatitis C Strategy 2005 -2008 was adopted (Jul).

Inquiry established into the manufacture, importation and use of am phe tamines and other syntheti ¢ drugs in Australia (No V).

Proj ect STOP p ilot develop ed in partnership betw  een QLD Police and the Pharmacy Guild of Australia to track sales of pseudoephedrine and prevent their illicit diversion

Federal Government provided $21.8 million in new funding for drug and alcohol is  sues as part of th e 2005 -2006 Budget. Included $0.85 million for the National lllicit Drugs Campaign,

(Oct).

The Law and Justice Ame ndm ent (Serious Drug Offences and Other Measures) Act 2005 (the SDO Act) introduced the model serious dru g offences (developed by the then Model Criminal
Code Officers' Committee) in Part 9.1 of the Commonwealth Criminal Code Act 1995 (the Criminal Code).  The SDO Act also moved existi  ng offences under the ~ Customs Ac t1901 for the
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import/ export of controlled s ubstances and placed them in the Criminal Code. This ensured all serious drug offences were in a central statute, keeping the Customs Act as primarily a
regulatory statute (Dec).

Australian Customs imple  ment Str idor Strik e Teamstot arget illicit drug pre  cursor imports. The teams, comprised of officers from intelligence, investigations and enforcement operations,

sought to devise innovative approaches t 0 'target' development and to provide a more flexible and agi le respons e toillicit drug precursor import  ations (2005 -2007).

2004 Soft gelatin Temazepam capsules removed from the Australian market following evidence of harms from injecting Temazepam (Feb and Mar).
Prime Minister John  Howard announced fundin g of alm ost $18 mi llion to 63 organisations as part  of stage 2 funding through the Non -Government Organisation Treatment Grants
Program (NGOTGP) (funding from 2003 -2006) (Apr).
Reporton barrierstotrea tment r el eased: frBentivesitogreasnend n dforill icitdrug user s . 0 rtRomgluded thatlack  of access to treatment, long waiting lists and lack of
support by health professionals. Report recommended improving national coverage of treatment se rvi ces, monitoring the gap be  tween demand and supply, and div ersifying responses to
meet different needs  and comorbidity issues (Apr).
Repor t r e lindigesoasdrug amd alcohol projects: elements of best practice 0 by the Australi an Dhagsidentfiedlprojets whi c icH coutdserve as exampl esto ot her
organi satons provi ding alcohol and other  drug intervention services (May).
The National Drug Strategy: Australia's integrated framework 2004 -2009 adopted (Jun).
Report on Aust rioadliespénsetodaugusere t leased: @A Suppl andharhe reduction strategies in Australian prisons: i mpl ementation, cost and e
Australian National Council on Drugs. Report concluded that supply reduction strategies e.g. drug detectio n d ogs were widely used butw  ere very costly and had not been evaluated . In
contras t demand and harm redu  ction strategies e.g., detoxification and condom provision were less expensive and had proven positive impacts, but were less likely to be implemented in

Australian prisons. Report recommended expandingu  se of de mand and h arm reductio n strategies (Jul).

Report on clinical trials of pharmacotherapies for opioid dependenoe dr e & nad:n c e phiEdhD@tieatBenta | u a t
cate gories of methadone main  tenance, buprenorp hine mainten ance, LAAM maintenance , naltrexone treatment, rapid opioid detoxification with anaesthesia or sedation, outpatient

detoxification using buprenorphine, conventional inpatient detoxification and conventio  nal outpatient detoxific ~ ation le d to the ¢ onclusion th at all heroin users e xperienced reductions in
criminal activity and heroin use after entering treatment but that the agonist maintenance treatments of LAAM, methadone and bupr enorphine retained signifi ~ cantly more heroin users
than na lItrexone t reatment. Ov erall LAAM was the mos t cost -effective treatment, but Methadone maintenance was the most cost -effective treatment available in Australia (Oct).

MCDS endorsed development of a National Cannabis Strategy (Nov).

Eighth national househol d surveyo n drugscond uct ed: ANat iSamalt e@ryudHousehol d Survey, 2004.0 Results indicated t hainhthé e {
proportion of the population, from 16.9% to 15.3%, who had used an il licit druginthe past1 2 months .

Austral ian Professi onal Society on Alcoho | and other Drugs (APSAD) renamed as the Australasian Professional Society on Alcohol and other Drugs (APSAD) reflecting a sh ift in focus to
include Ne w Z ealand.

National Indigenou s Drug and Alcohol Commi  ttee (NI DAC) estab lished as th e principal advisory g  roup to the Commonwealth government on Indigenous drug and alcohol issues (Dec).

ANEX i Association for the Prevention and Harm Reduction Programs Aus tra lia was endorsed by the Au  stralian Needle Syringe  Program sector as the national voice and advocate fo r
Needle Syringe Programs and harm reduction.

Abolition of the National Drug Strategy National Expert Advisory Committees.

New national guidelines pro  duc ed by the Commonwealth Dep artment of Health and Ag e i n Bsychostimul ants - manag ement of acute behavio ur al di sturbancesodo to a
services to effectively and safely manage individuals who present with psychostimulant toxicity, and pos e a significant risk to thems  elves or others.
The Drug and Al cohol Nurs es Associati on ( DANA), established in 1984 as the peak professional body for nurses and midwives in the ATOD field, was re -launched as Drug and Alcohol
Nurses of Australasia.

2003 Establi shment of the Asia Pacific ~ Drug Issues Committee by the Au stralian N ational Coun cil on Drugs to focus  on drug issues in the Asia Pacific region (Mar).
Federal Government provided $316 million in new funding (over four years) for the National lllicit Dru g Strategy as part of the 200 3-04 Budget. It included $215 mi llion for IDDI, $86
mi llion to continue exis  ting efforts e.g. $36 million for Needle Syringe Programs and $28 million for a range of new priorities e.g. $12 to develop n ew supply reduction initia  tiv es and
funding foranew i nitiatives. These includ ed $2 mi llion for the National Psychostimulants Init iative to identify good practice models for treatment and provide training and support for GPs
and health workers, $4.4 million for the National Comorb idity Initaitive to improve ¢ oordination and response s toind ividuals w ho had both mental health and drug use issues, and $4
million for a National Rural and Regional Initiative to improve access to treatment for rural illicit drug users and $5.4 mil lion f or a National Strategy to Pre  vent the Diversion of Pr  ecursor
Chemicals into lllicit Drug Manufacture (200 3-04 to 2007 -08) (May).
Reports from MSIC that use of and harms associated with temazepam gel capsules had increased in previous 12 months despite th e rescheduling of temazepam cap  sules. Led to
submission by MSIC and Kirke ton Road Cen treto the NSW Health Department and the Australian Pharmaceutical Advisory Council to remove capsules from the market (Jun).
Report released: ADi ver sarexnStratislantldr gouth fg i noanl j aw & nT | e om thesAt ustralea® Nfational Cou ncil on Drugs recommen  ds the development of a greater
number and range of culturally appropri ate diversion options that specifically target Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isl and er youth  (Jul).
National Drug Strategy Aboriginal and Tor res Strait Islander Pe oples Complementary Ac  tion Plan 2003 1 2009 released (Aug).
Report released from the House of Representatives, Standing Committee on Family and Community Affairs, chaired by Kay Hul | MP : fi R ory Repdrt@mn theenquir v ey into
substance a buseinAust r al i an Co mmuepadrtimade $28 ecorRmendations including that the Commonwealth, state and territory governments replace the current focus on harm

minimisation withaf  ocus on harm prevention and t reatment. Report also ca  lled for more effo rt in preven ting the uptake of alc  ohol, tobacco and illicit drugs through education campaigns
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and regulation and increased early intervention (Aug).
Fourth evaluation of the National Dr ug Strategic Framework by Suc  cess Works. Report titte  d i E ater ofit he National Drug Strategic Framewo rk 1998 -99 -2003 -0 4 0

disse mination o f research, replacement of the nat  ional expert advisory structures and improved coordination of the NDSF with other related strategies (Sep).
Program (NGOTGP) (Oct).

male offenders reported  current regular use of illicit drugs, and that of those who reported use of illicit drugs 51% attributed all or most of their offending to drug use. T
estimated that 18% of serious offending co  uld be ¢ ausally at tributed to either illicit drug in  toxication or dependence and an additional 12% to illicit drug and alcohol intoxication or
dependence. But the study also showed that contrary to expec tat ions drug -using offenders tended to commence offen  ding prior toilli cit drug use and offenders who wer

wer e those more likel y to have co mmenced offending prio  r to illegal drug use (Nov).
Report released: fiDealing with risk: a multidisciplinary st uitigesimBAustialinj by the Angstraian Nagional Goenc

NDSF had been a success but recommended renewed focus on partnerships between IGCD and ANCD, increased involvem ent of the education sector, increased attentiontot  he
Prime Minister John Howard announced fundi ng of more than $41.5 million to 98 organisations as  partof stage 1 fu nding throug h the Non -Government O rganisation Treatment Grants

First report from the Drug Use Careers of Off endermarscteurdayt erde | neaal seeStody fooeiththabcg2ss ofabn dheiCa mpheof in aarceratedd y o

the criminal market, who had greater contact with the criminal justice system (especially property and regular multiple offen ders), an d w ho reported more frequent use of illegal drugs

concl uded

he authors

e more active in

Henpraugs t i s

identi fied that risky injecting is as mu  ch a social practice as an individual behavior and that risks of BBV transmission were increased by multiple social factors i ncluding the stashing of
syringes for re -use. The repor t concluded that forint  erventio ns to be e ffective the y need to fit the impe ratives of the daily lives of injecting drug users (Nov).
Australian National Council on AIDS, Hepatitis C and Related Diseases (ANCAHRD) replaced by t he Ministerial Advisory Commi  ttee on AIDS, Sexual Hea Ith and Hepatitis (MACASHH).
NDARC Report showed th at restriction of temazepam capsules had led to a decrease in temazepam gel capsule prescriptions at a population level, but no reduction in the propor  tio ns of
injecting of temazep am gel capsule preparati  ons by | DUs. IDUs continuedto obtainthecapsulesf r om doctors and o nuntenot userssof temazepan del cdpsukes found
most had suffered complications including abscesses, cellulitis, ski n ulcers, nerve damage and di  stal limb amputation.
The Austra lian Natio nal Council on Drugs commencedpub | i shing of a fr ee ma godfanded by the Australtiu@GosetnaentcDepartment of Health and Ageing) that
addressed alcohol, tobacco and oth er drug issues and problems i  n Australia. The primary  audienc e was fron tline worker s inthe drug and alco  hol field; however, it was also relevant to
health professionals, social workers, educators, researchers, law enforcers and policy -makers.

2002 Austr alian police agencies (commen  cing with NSW Police) st arted to deploy dr ug detection dogs as a mainstream  strategy for drug law enforcement (Feb).
Position paper was | aunched by the Australian National Co wlhedforltrial®aine&lle ang sd syrindéeregiaimein @ n donS@raf).nge Pr
Feder al Governmen t 2002 -03 Budgetincre ased funding for National lllicit Drug Strategy through an additional $14 million for community partnership initiatives, $65 million for non -
government  organisations treatment prog rams and $27.5 milliont o suppor tthe deve lopment of r etractable needle and  syringes (May).
Australian Health Ministersé Conference recommended to the Austr al ibarestriPcted asm Rmamnactutioal®Béne A fityScheme y  C
item. 10-mg temazepa m capsules was then sh ifted from an unrestri  cted to a restricted access (May).
National lllicit Drug Indicators Project rolled out for all states and territories, following success of ACT Drug In dicators Project pilot. Proje  ct linked data from stat e and na tional sou rces
concern ing drug use prevalenc e, treatment, overdoses, morbidity, seizures, purity and drug -related crime so as to increase knowledge of trends in drug use and drug -related harm (Ju n).
Interim evaluation of the National Hepatitis C St rategy: fi T h e R\w@&Tdken: R eview ofthe National Hepatitis C Strategyo (Jul ).
Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 adopted with the aim of confiscating the proceeds of crime including current and future benefi ts that could be derived such as through commercial
exploitat ion of off ending (Oct) .
Report on the Retur n on Investment in Needle and Syringe Programs in Australia concluded that between 1991 and 2000 NSPs had cost Australia $141 million but saved 25,000 HIV
infections, 21,000 HCV in  fections and $2.4 to $7. 7 billio n (Oct).
Prime Minist er John Howard announc  ed that the lllicit Drug Diversion Initiative had been a success and that an additional $215 million would be committed to th e second stage of the
IDDI (from July 2003 -July 2007) ( Dec).
A National Working  Group o n the Dive rsion of Pre cursor Chemicals was e stablished to stop over  -the -counter medicines being diverted into illicit drug manufacture (Dec).
Report released: iDr ug p ol icchybythet Anstraligh WNationa a Il Coantil oa Prpgs wsed  consulta tions with  stakeholder s to document core  val ues underpinning the
Australian approach to policy making: i ndependence ; a diversity of voices ; the good sense of bureaucracy ; frank and fearless advic  e; checks and balances ;and leading the community
(De c).
Nati onal Heroi n Signature Program was replaced b y the Australian lllicit Drug Intelligence Program which physically and chemically profiled border seizures of heroin, plus ¢ ocaine and
amphetamine typ e substances such as MDMA and  methylamphetamine.
The Drug Us e Monitori ng in Austra lia (DUMA) pilot progr am extended, enabling continued monitoring of drug use amongst police detainees at the pilot sites, plus the introduction of three
new sites in Brisban e QId and Adelaide and Elizab eth in SA.

2001 Heroin shortag e reported in Sydney. Both injecting drug us  ers and key informants noted that heroin availability had reduced, purity decreased and price increased (Jan).

National Drugs Campaign 2001 iALoseamBrdo and AAd wi t™MaAr).).n an Ado (
Austr al i Meilisall y Supesiis ed Injecting Centre commenced asa  pilot in Kings Cross, NSW (Mar).
National Action Plan on lllicit Drugs 2001 i 2002 -03 endorsed by the MCDS (Jul).

Caitlin Hug hes i Lastupdated 15 January 2020.For commen tsemail: caitlin .hughe s@flinders. edu.au

25


mailto:caitlin.hughes@flinders.edu.au

to reduce dru g use (S ep).

outcomes th at could be attributed to various treatment approa  ches for users of opioid drugs , psychostimulants and cannabis (Oct).

Report released: fiEvidence supportingt r eat ment: the effectiveness of i framehe Australian Matiosal Gooncil on Drugs reviewed eara evideneedf

Report r e |Her@nsoeetdose: fi prevalence, correlates, cons equences and interventio n s fsom the Austr alian Nation al Council on Drugs. T  his estimated that  deaths among adults

aged 15 i 44 years attributed to opioid overdose had increased 110 fold between 1964 and 1998 and that the rate of overdose could be reduced by expanding access to tre  atment,
education of heroin us ers, distribution of n  aloxone or introduction of medically supervised injecting centres (Sep).

Report relSeasedurifal det er mi nant fromdhe Austmlu tah National ouncom Orugs  concluded that there is aneedt oacknowle dge thatyou th drug use is affecte d
by arange of macro -environmental factors, including socio -economic gaps, urban planning, social capital & values and beliefs, and that failure to ad dre ss these factors will limi  t capacity

Alcohol Education and Rehabilitation Foundation established to address prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and research int o the mis use of alcohol and petrol, pa  int and glue (Oct).
Prim e Minist er John Ho ward promise dthatifre -elected h e would expand tough on drugs and support the development of retractable needle and syringes (Nov).
The 2001 report from the lllicit Drug Reporting Sys tem confirmed there that ther e had been a dramatic re  duction in heroin availability across Australia, par ticularly between January and
March 2001. Price increased and purity decreased in most jurisdictions e.g. price of heroin increased in NSW from $220 to $320 per gram, price per cap doubled from $25 to $50 and
pur ity of str eet heroin f ell from 62% to 51%. T his coincided with reductions in use, particularly daily use of heroin (Dec).
Seventh national household survey on drteggs Hoaseéhot ed S uifiR¢mlisijndica@®dahhD ©0 37F% SAustralians had used an llicit drug at somet ime
in their lives and 16.9% had used illicit drugs in the previous 12 months.
Report by the National Drug Research Strategy Committee presented to the In ter - Governmental Committee on Drugs (IGCD) recomme  nding th e establis hment of a N ational Drug
Research Strategy as foreshadowed in the National Drug Strategic Framework 1998 -99 to 2002 -03.
IGCD Review of Advisory Structures Committee commissioned Profes sor Jim Rankin to review the advisory structures supp  ortingt he Nationa | Drug Strat egic Framework 1998 -99 to
2002 -03.
First National Drug and Poisons Scheduling Committee (NDPSC) conditions placed upon pharmacy Pseudoephedrine. The regulations applied to single active products (i.e. pseudo only)
and meant p seudo pa cks of 60s & 90s were restricted to schedule 4 and pack sizes of 30s were restricted to Schedule 3 or S3R.

2000 lllicit Drug Reporting System (IDRS) funded by the Commonwealth Department of Hea Ith and Ageing to enable nati  onal data collectionon  drug mar ket trends and provide an early
warning syst em on illicit drugs. This followed the success of pilots which commenced in NSW, Victoria and SA in 1996, 1997 and 1998 respe ctively.
Launch of first  Australian Hepatitis C strate  gy: National Hepatitis C Strateg y 1999 -200 0 to 2003 -2004 (Jun).
National Min imum Data Set on Alcohol and other drugs treatment services established (Jul).
The Australian Standard Classification of Drugs of Concern (ASCDC), firs t e dition, was released by th e Australian Bureau of S  tatistic s. The ASCDC aimed to ensure the compatibili  ty and
comparability of data on problem drugs derived from a range of different statistical and administrative systems and thereby a ssist government pl  anners, policy analysts ands  ocial
researchers by pro viding a consisten t framework for the classification  of drug related data. Seven core groups were specified: analgesics (e.g. heroin); sedatives and hypnotics (e.g. GHB
and ketamine); stimulants and hall ucinogens (e.g. amphetamine, MDMA, cocaine and cannab inoids i including cannabis); anabolic agents and se lected hormones; antidepressants and
antipsychotics; volatile solvents; and miscellaneous (Jul).
Buprenorphine (as Subutex®) was registered by the Ther ape utic Goods Administration (Oct).
The number of opi  oid rela ted deaths in Australi a exceeded 1000 for th e first time. The Australian Bureau of Statistics showed a total of 1116 deaths occurred in 1999, a rate of 101.2 per
100,000 population aged 15  -54.
Drug Use Careers of Offenders  (DUCO) study commenced.  Funded b y the Aust ralian Gover nment Attorney General 6s Depart ment under the National |11
by the Australian Institute of Criminology, the first study examined the link betwe en drugs and crime amongst ad ult sentenced male inmat  es (Dec) .

1999 Naltrexone re gistered by the Therap  eutic Goods Administration for use as part of a comprehensive treatment program for alcohol dependence (Jan).
Launch of Commonwealth Department of Heal th report: fiHepatits C:ARe vi ew of Aust onad. @ Thid review ed the preva lence of Hepatitis Ca nd the performance of the National
Hepatitis C Action Plan. Report recommended that Australia adopt a National Hepatitis C Strategy (Jan).
National Sc hoo | Drug Education Strategy adopted (May).
Australia n Nation al Council on AIDS and Related Diseases (ANC ARD) replaced by the Australian National Council on AIDS, Hepatitis C and Related Diseases (ANCAHRD) (Sep).
National Drug Law Enforcement Research Fun d ( NDLERF) established to sup  port evidence -based rese archint o druglaw enforcement (Oct).
Council of Aus tralian Government -lllicit Drug Diversion Initiative signed off including an agreement for a nationally consistent approach to the diversion of minor d rug offenders to drug
educati on and treatment.  Prime Minister John Howa rd allocated $110 million to first stage of the IDDI (and $110 million for support measures T school and community initiatives) (Nov).
The Australian Drug Foundation established Somazon e a website designed for and run by youth aged 12 -25 (Nov).
Data showe d that the n umber of fatal heroin overdoses climbed to 737 fatal heroin overdoses in 1998, a 23% increase since 1997 . This sparked increased public concern and warnings of

a national di saster (Dec).

Australian Tre atment Outcome Study (AT  OS) fund ed to cond uct firstla rge -scale prospective  study of treatment outcome for heroin dependence to be conducted in Australia.
treatments of  detoxification, methadone, and residential treatm ent (including TCs). (Month/Y  ear???)

Compared

Drug Use Monitor ing in A ustralia ( DUMA) 3 year pilot study commenced to provide measures of drug consumption amongst police detainees and information on current and prior criminal
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behaviour and treatment utilisation . Pilot sitesincluded Bankstown and Parramattain NSW,S outhport in Qld an d East Perth in WA.

First Austral asian Drug Strategy Conferenc e (ADSC) held in response to recognition by the Australian and New Zealand Police Commissioners that drugs were a major po licing challenge
& that share d knowledge would facili  tate bes t practice strategies.

1998 MCDS approved National Heroin Supply Reduction Strategy and National Supply Reduction Strategy for Drugs Other than Heroin which aimed to e nhance interdiction at the international
border, improv e coordination, technolo gy and b est practi ce.

Launch of the Australian Nati  onal Council on Drugs (ANCD) by the then Prime Minister to provide independent policy advice to the Prime Minister and Austra lian Government - Chaired by
Major Brian Watters (Mar).

Rohypnol - more commonl y known as the "da te rape pill " i was reclassified a s a Schedule 8 drug on the National Drugs and Poisons  Schedule. This placed it  in the same category as

heroin, LSD and marijuana (Jun).

National Evalua tio n of Pharmacotherapies for Opioid Dependence (NEPO D) comme nced as a three year p roject. Evaluation aim  ed to develop and implement a range of effective,

evidence -based, best practice pharmacotherapy treatment options for people who were opioid dependent (Jul).

Australian National C  ouncil on AIDS and Relat ed Disea ses Hepati tis C Virus Projections Working Gr  oup published report: Estimates and Prevalence of the Hepatitis C Virus Epidemic in

Australia. This estimated that in 1997 there were 190,000 people in fected with HCV, but prevalen  ce was much higher (50 -70%) amon gstinject ing drug use rs (Aug).

Evidence r eleased that heroin overdoses had increased from 70 to 550 between 1979 and 1995, a 6 fold increase in the standardized rate of overdose (Sep 1998)

idugh on Drugso extended (Nov)

National Drug Strategi ¢ Framew ork 1998 -99 to 2002 -03 released (Nov).

Natio nal Heroin Supply Reduction Strategy and the National Supply Reduction Strategy for lllicit Drugs other than Heroin merged an d replaced with National S upp ly Reduction Strategy

for Heroin and other lllicit Drugs ( Nov).

Sixt h national h ousehold surveyondru gs conducted: ANational Drug Strategy Household Survey, 1998. 0 Re sentlusescreaded u
across all illicit drugs. Recentuse  of cannabis increased f rom 13.2 % to 17.9%

1997 Family Drug Support was foomed after its founder Tony Triminghamdéds son died of a heroin overdose. Aimed to su
National Health and Medical Research Council launched r epotedyfor fhddewed tioa and man agementof HepattisC i n Australiao (Mar).

Third evaluation of National Drug Strategy fAMapping the Futur ed bnninPsatiord andSnsuffigiénero a redf NBO® sedtor &0 h | N
fragmented management (Apr).

ATaé ment Wor ks dblisheddktheeAkdhol and other Drug Council of Australia (Jun).

Ministerial Council on Drug Strategy meeting held to discuss ACT heroin trial. Trial supported by Commonwealth he alth minister and health ministe rs from AC T, NSW, SA, Tas and Vic.
Opposed b y health ministers from NT, Qld and WA. i.e. meeting concluded 6 -3 in favour of the trial (Jul).

The Australian Womends WeeklI y aaTodghtGnrauceddhe AuS e \tralimndpablicoondltre  xone wit h the stor y subtitted il woke up cruoriend 0o fT hhee st
middle class heroin addict who was miraculously cured from addiction after the magazine had flown her for naltrexone treatme nt in Israel (Jul).

Prime M inister John Howard bloc  ked ACT heroin tri al (19 Aug).

Diversion was placed  on Ministerial Council of Drug Strategy agenda (Aug).

Prime Ministerds ATough on Drugso strategy commenced (Nov).

Non - Government Organisation Treatment Grants Program (NGOTGP) comm  enced as part of the Tou gh on Dr ugs strate gy. NGOTGP aimed to fund the estab  lishment, expansion,

upgrading and operation of non -government alcohol and other drug treatment services (Nov).

Community Partnerships Initiative (CPI) , & community grants program commenced as part of the Tough o n Drugs st rategy. The CPIlaimed to preventa nd reduce drug related harm

through projects that promoted and supported the establishment of community driven drug illicit prevention and early interv ention initiatives (Nov).

National Heroin Signature P rogram ¢ ommencedt o physically and chemically profil e border seizures of heroin and their packing materials to generate strategic and tactical forensic drug

intelligence.

1996 Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing released s  econd report by Collins  and Laps ley titled fiThe social costsofdrugabusei n Australia i n 1Repdtcoaauded 19 9
that the social cost of drug abuse in Australia in 1992 was at a minimum more than $18, 845 million. To bacco was the most costly dru g, incurring 67 per cent of tota | costs, w hile alcohol
accounted for 24 per  cent and illicit drugs 9 per cent of total costs (Feb).

ADCA Diversion workshop held involving fifty stakeholders from law enforcement, health and atto rney generals departments and representatives from dr  ug diver sion progr ams.
Worksho p led to the identific  ation of best -practice principles of diversion and called for an expansion of diversion programs in Australia (Oct).

Australian National Council on A IDS and Related Diseases (ANC ARD) replaced the Austra  lian Nat ional Coun cil on AIDS and was established as  the peak advisory body to the federal
government on HIV and AIDS.

First Annual Remembrance Ceremony held in Canberra “for those who lose their lives to illicit drugs". This cere mony has been held annua lly sinc e thattim e and has tr iggered many
other cer emonies in Australia and throughout the world (Dec).
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1995 Fifth national household survey on drugs conductel995.Nmati onal Drug Strategy Household Survey
National review of t  he provision of methadon e in Aus tralia.
Families and Friends for Drug Law R eform was formed following a high number of heroin overdose deaths between Christmas and Easter of that year (Apr).

199 4 National Cannabis Task Force  recommended that possession, unsanctioned cultivatio n, sale and non -th erapeutic us e of cannabis in any g uantity should remain illegal but that all
Australian jurisdictions consider removing criminal penalties for personal use/possession of cannabis.
Launc h of the Australian Drug Law Reform Foundation (Apr).
Launch of Drug Fr ee Australia as an unfunded nation al network promoting a drug free Australia
First National Hepatitis C Action Plan devel oped and eCodnoir Sirategy dimedto rhie nmisse transmissioaand H ¢ha $oc¢i bl ard pen isandl e r
impact of Hepatitis C (Oct).
First voluntary Code of Conduct developed between industry and law enforcement regarding diversion of chemicals into illicit drug manufacture. Code w  as adopted by members of the
Plastics and Chemicals | ndustrie s Associat ion (PACIA) and Science Industry A ustralia (SIA) and sought to cooperate with government and law enforcement agencies and prevent
diversion of chemicals and equipment into illicit produ ction of drugs.

1993 Re-launch of NCADA as the Nat ional Dr ug Strateg y (NDS).
First National Policy on  Methadone adopted.
Commonwealth funding for implementation of the NDS provided to law enforcement for the first time. Proportion of Commonwealth funds (ma tched with equal state fun ds) scheduled to
increas e to 3% in 1993 -94, 7% in 1994 -95and 10% in 1995 -96.
Australian Medical and Professional Society on Alcohol and Other Drugs (AMPSAD) renamed as the Australian Professional Societ y on Alcohol and other  Drugs (APSAD) (Nov).
The Au stralian Parliamentary G roup for Drug Law Reformlaunc hed t he A Chamtgerl afwomReD or mdo which called for an end to prohibiti
Fourth national household survey on drugs condu setSedhl|ssieNaurvay,d9a | .0Campai gn Against Drug Abu
The 1988 United Natio ns Conve ntion agai nst lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Dr  ugs and Psychotropic Substances came into force in Australia.
The final Australian jurisdiction implemented Needle Syringe Programs making it a nationa | policy.
National drug educ ation campaign on amphet amines: i Sp e e dches aptwith y ou. 0

1992 Manly me eting: Decision was made to assign greater role to law enforcement in administration of the National Drug Strategy.
The National Drug Strategy Committ ee convened a National Task F  orce on Cannabis to prod uce pape rs summari sing the cur rent state of knowledg e about cannabis (Apr).
National Centre for Education and Training on Addiction (NCETA) established in Adelaide.
Launch of the Australian Parliamentary Group for Drug Law Reform.

1991 Second evaluation o f NCADA: Prof lan Webster (Cha i r ) . Repor tQuiick eri xi:NoAn eval uatiomcloddeNd AtDMe rled 9vas ciino quick fixd to
needed greater strategic direction e.g. intro duction of a national drug st~ rategic unit to oversee  implemen tation.
Third national household surveyond r ugs conducted: fANational Campaign Against Drug Abuse Soci al |l ssues Survey,
Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing released a report by C oli ns and Laps/| pgthe eddriomit costsaft i drug ab useinAus tra | i a .sestifiadted thatin 19 88 drug
abuse cost the Australian community more than $14.3 billion, equivalent to 4.6% of gross domestic product for that year. Tobacco cost $9 .7 bill ion, alcohol cost $3.9 billio  n and illicit
drugs cost $1.2 bi llion.

1990 National Centre for HIV Social ~ Research established.
Commonwealth Government ratified the United Nations Convention on lllicit Trafficking in Narcotics and Psychotropic Substance S.
First national census of clie  nts of treatment service agencie s (COTSA) conducted (M ar).
National Health a nd Medical Research Council released first formal statement on Hepatitis C.

1989 National HIV/AIDS Strategy launched T emphasis on prevention and harm reduction.
Commonwealth Gove rnment funded firstinje  cting dr ug user or ganisations.
First Australian Hep atitis C antibody studies initiated. Showed a high prevalence of Hepatitis C amongst injecting drug users.
Release of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on the National Criminal Aut  hor i ty r epor trimeafdiSwgs$ e Report @xam ined the efficacy and  social costs of drug law
enforcement and concluded that prohibition had not worked and was associated with considerable costs to users and society. Co mmit tee outlined a number of p ossible alternatives to
the curr ent policy , including harsher penalties, dec riminalisation and regulation, but did not come to a consensus as to which alternative was best (May).

1988 First evaluation of NCADA by 5 person task forc e . R e p o r Repdrti of theeNCADA Task Force  on Evalu ation (198 8)0 ¢ o n a hadl been considerabl e progress i expansion of

treatment services, community awareness and better monitoring and evaluation.
Australian IV League (AlIVL) began as unfunded n ati onal network representing drug users and drug user organiz ations.

Second nation al household surveyon drugs conducted: ANational Campaign Against Drug Abuse Soci al |l ssues

Survey,
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Australian National Council on AIDS established.

1987 National C entre for HIV Epidemiology an  d Research began first A ustralia n clinical trial of AZ T, a promising anti i retroviral (Feb).

Commonwealth government launched a $2.9m National AIDS Education Campaign, including the Grim Reaper television advertisement . AZT app rov ed as a treatment, agreeme nt
between Commonwealth and Stat es to shar e costs

1986 Nati onal Aibs uge ®f Medi a campaign | aunched (Apr).

Two research centres established: National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre (NDARC) in Sydney and National Drug R esearch Institute (NDRI) (the n called the National Ce ntre for
Research into Prevent ion of Drug Abuse) in  Perth.

Federal government provided funding and national recognition to newly formed Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations.
First Needle Syringe P rogram (NSP) opened - Darling hurst (Nov).

1985 NCADA i Natio nal Campai gn Against D rug Abuse adopted at S  pecial Premiers Conference. Campaign heralded a partnerships approach to illicit and licit drugs between federal and state
and territory governments wi th the aim of minimizing harm s caused by alcohol and  others d rugs.
National Drug S trategy Committee (NDS  C) established to lead policy development in conjunction with the Ministerial Council on Drug Strategy (MCDS).
Methadone endorsed as an appropriate tr eat ment intervention and firs t guidelines approved by the Aus tralian He alth Ministe r s & Conf.erence
First nati onal household survey on drugs conducted: ASoci al i ssues in Australia, 1985. 0

Caitlin Hug hes i Lastupdated 15 January 2020.For commen tsemail: caitlin .hughe s@flinders. edu.au

29



mailto:caitlin.hughes@flinders.edu.au

The Australian (illicit) drug policy timeline: 1985 -2019: ACT,NSW, NT and Qld
Year Australian  Capital Territory New S outh Wal es Norther n Territory Queensland
2019 ACT Government gav e th e green light for a Alex Ross -King, 19 , died at the FOMO music Select Committee on a Northern Territory Queensland AOD Treat ment and Harm

second pill testing tri  al in the ACT. Itwill be
held at the Groovin the Moo festival on28
April and be run by Pill Testing Australia
(formerl y STA-SAFE) and independ ently
evaluat ed by ANU. On announcing the
decision, the government stated:
fiGovernments have a responsibility to not

only try and prevent drug use but also to

support initiatives that reduce the harms
associated with drug use . Pill testing does
not make ta king ill icit drugs safe and ou r
message to the commu  nity will always be,
dondt take drugs. Howevg
provides a health intervention at the point

when someone is making the decision to
take a pill. By making this service available
at music festi vals the re is the p otential to
save lives 0 (Feb 18) .

The ACT Legislative Assembly referred the
Drugs of Dependence (Personal Use)
Amendment Bill 2018 to the Standing
Committee on Health, Ageing and

Commu nity Services with a requirement to
report back by 6 June 2019 (Feb).

Findings of the Standing Committee on

Health, Ageing and Community Services

inquiry into the Drugs of Dependence
(Personal Use) Amendment Bill 2018
released . The committee was broadly
favourable of the change, but noted the
limits of an own cultivation model: fiThere is
a portion of the population who would use
cannabis but do not necessarily want to,

have the facilities or the expertise to

cultivate their own cannabis plants. 0 fiTo
realise the intent of the Bill of legalising
individual use of cannabis it is im portant to

provide options apart from individual, home
based, cultivaton .0 Key r ecommen
M  That, subject to the following
comments and amendments, the
Drugs of Dependence (Pers  onal
Cannabis Use) Amendment Bill
2018 be supported.
1  That acannabis drug driving test
that determines impairment be
adopted .
M  That group cultivation (also known
as cannabis social clubs ) be

permitted where the number of

festival in Paramatta. This ma rked the firth
young pe rsont o die at a Sydney music
festival in four months ( Jan 12),

NSW Coroner announced an inquest would
be held into the five NSW f  estival deaths
that occurred  in 2018 and 2019 ( Jan 15).

NSW Police commen ce pilot use of on-the -
spot fines ($400) instead of arrest for
simple posses sion of drugs other than
cannabis at music festiva Is. Thre shold limit s
for this include 0.25g MDMA/Ecstasy in
capsule fo rm; 0.75g MDMA/Ecstasy in any
other form e.g. pill; a  nd 1g cocaine or
amphetamine (Jan 26).

New research released: fiTrends and
offendin g circu mstances inthe police use
of drug detectio ndog s in New South Wales .o
This analysed all crimin  al incidents involving
police use of drug detection dogs between
June 2008 and June 2018 and showed that
in spite of increased  police powers to target
supply:
1  Supply offences were detected in
only 4.8% o f all criminal inci dents
(comp ared to 86.4% for
use/possession ).

1  The most commonly detected drugs
were cannabis and MDMA/ec stasy.

The re search showed that this was a
consequence of where dru g dogs were
deployed, as dogs were most ly deployedi n
recre ation al or pu blic settin gs, but when
deployed at resident ial settings suppliers
were detected in  52.5% occasions (Feb) .

NSW Government announced new licensing
scheme for festival s would only apply to 14
6high riskdé music festei
where a serious drug related iliness or death

has occurred in the past three years or

where the Independent Liquor & Gaming

Authority has determined, or where expert

advice from NSW He alth and NSW Police
indicate that there may be a significant risk
ofserious drug related il
Each will require a safety management plan,
designed to fAdeal with {
challenge of illegal drug use at their
festival s6 and e6twe helnpd

repeat of the five festi

Harm Reduction S trategy for Reducing
Addictive Behaviour s (the Committee)
inquiring into  how best to prevent or

mitigate the harms that stem from addictive
behaviours inthe NT , released interim
report . This followed rece iptof received 33
public submissions and holding of public
hearings in Darwin, Katherine,  Tennant
Creek and Alice Springs and avisittos ee
the Canadian cannabis  legalization and
regulation . Key issues identified  in the NT
were:

1 High AOD related highsin the NT;

1 Ins uffi cient funding for treatment
providers;

1  Unaddressed but underlying social
disadvantage ;

T Need for expand alternatives to

incarceration

The Committee  also noted many more

innovative approaches  were being taken in
other parts of the globe. It noted that based
on the Committeebds initd.i
evidence, some of the core e lements that

will be considered when developing these

options include:

A Strengthening of harm
for Territorians who persist with drug use,
acknowledging that not every user is willing

or able to abstain. NSPs and pill testing are

exam ples of initiatives that have a sound

evidence base for reducing harms.

A Amendments to t
allow for clearer and more uniform
decriminalisation, removing the
inconsistencies that currently exist in the

application of police discret  ion. Spain and

the Netherlands have taken a similar step

by allowing écannabis cl
with impunity.

he Mis

A Development of system
coordination, avoid unnecessary duplication

of services and ensure the most effective
distribution of res  ources, especially for

remote communities

A More extensive involvement of Ab original
people and organisations in the design and
delivery of programs for Aboriginal

Reduction Outcomes Framework released.
This is the first of its kind i n Australia and
seeks to support alcohol and other drugs
services to be ableto  mon itor and imp
their outcomes.  The framework was
developed in recognition that m easuring the
impact of AOD treatment and harm

reduction in the lives of clients and

communi ties is essential to ensuring th at
organisational practice standards continue

to improve. The THROF is intended for
services to use as a guide to self -identify a
range of client, organisational and system
outcome indicators, which they consider

most releva nt to their service model for

im plementation . The framework includes
universal outcomes, such as that a) all
clients should feel we Icomed and respected
and b) that treatment types offered are
congruent with assessment and client
preference and addition al o utcomes such as
that clients rep  ort improvement in social,
cultural or community support where

indicated (Mar) .

Two people die d (a 24y ear old man and 22
year old women) at the Rabbits Eat Lettuce
music festival near Warwick in Queensland
(Apr).

Queensla nd Police seized 766kg MDMA in
Loganlea south of Bri sbane i the largest
MDMA seizure in Queensland and third
largest MDMA seizure in Australia . Two UK
citizens aged 51 and 40 and a 26 -year -old
Qld man were arrested. An additional 200kg
of ice was seiz edin Auckland the week
prior , as wel lastwomen 1 a 60-year -old
man and 49-year -old man both from the UK
(Au g).

Four people died from suspected drug
overdoses in Bri shane and six more were
hospitalized that are suspected to be GHB
related. This follows a spa  te of fatal and

non -fatal overdo sesin Per th (Dec 13).

rove
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Year

Australian  Capital Territory

New S outh Wal es

Norther n Territory

Queensland

people in the group is between 2-
10 andt he cannabis is cultivated
on the premises of one of the
members .

1 That appropriate measures for
overturning convictions relating to
possession and cultivation of
cannabis for personal use be
conside red .

1 That strong public information
about the provisio  ns of the Drugs
of Dependence (Pe rsonal Cannabis
Use) Amendment Bill 2018 proceed
or coincide with the implementation
of the Drugs of Dependence
(Personal Cannabis Use)

Amendment Bill 2018.

1  That the ACT Government
intervene in any prosecution by the
Common wealth of ACT residents
who cultivate or possess cannabis
to defend the i ntent of the Bill
(Jun) .

On 25 September 2019, the Legislative
Assembly of the Australian Capital Territory

(ACT), voted 10:7 to approve a law

legalising personal cultivation, possess ion
and use of cannabis for recreational

purposes. The draft law had been  introduced
as a Private Memberedbs Bi
2018. The Background Note to the Act
describes the objective
mi ni mi sat i on,aekpowledgiagchato
fithe outright pr  ohibition model of drug

policy is not working 0. The Drugs of
Dependence ( Personal Use) Amendment Act
2019 is scheduled to enter into force on 31
January 2020. It would exempt people over

18 years old from penalties for cultivation of
up to two plants  per person (maximum four
plants per household) kept in part of the

home not g enerally accessible by the public ,
and for possession of up to 50g of dried

cannabisherb or 150g of #Afr.es
This replaces, for adul f{
cannabis offence noticeft

currently iss ued to some people for self -
administration, possession or cultivation of
cannabis, but maintains existing youth
therapeutic and non  -therapeutic
diversionary schemes for cannabis use,
possession and cultivation, including the
simple cannabis offence notice (SCON)

scheme (Sep).

The "hi gh risk" were identified as Defqon.1
FOMO, Days Like This and Laneway (Feb).

NSW Coroner delivered fin  dings into a
cluster of opioid -related deaths in NSW and
recommended thatthe premier host a drug
summi t and consider decriminalization  of
use and pos session to reduce drug -related
harms (Mar).

The Federal Liberal Nat ional Government
announced investment of  $3 million over

two years to assist in the development of a
residential alcohol and drug rehabilitation

facility in Dubbo  (Mar).

NSW Parli amentary Inqui ry conduce d into
the impact and implemen  tation of the  Liquor
Amendment (Music Festivals) Regulation

2019 andthe Gaming and L iquor
Administration A mendment (Music Festiv  als)
Regulation 2019 . Key f indings : a) there had
been insuffic ient consultation into both
regulations; b)  the imp lementation of the
festival licensing sch  eme had caused
uncertaint y inthe NSW music festi val

ind ustry ; c) thatthe new regulations be

disall owed & d) thatthe NSW Gover nment
should establish a regulatory roundtable

with industry and other  to consult on all
future matters  (May -Aug).

Women who tested positive  for cannabis
through road side drug testing was let off on
a (passive smokin g defence dafter she
claimed she had recen tly visited her

termi nally il neighbor who had smoked
medical cannabis in her presence . This was
deemed aland mark case as it was the first
time pass ive sm oking ha s been accepted as
a defen ce (May).

NSW Coronial Inquest held by Magistr ate
Harriet Grahame, Dep uty Stat e Corone r,
into the de aths of six patronsat  NSW music
festivals . Hearing s were held 8-19 July, 10 -
13 Sep, and 19-20 Sep, and included
evidence from NSW Police, on-site medical
teams, famil ies, fr iends, researchers . It
spark ed intensive media cover age (July &
Sep).

New researc h released by Michael Grewcock
and Vicki Sentas entitted  fiRethinking st rip
searching by NSW Police ¢ whi c h stfipou
searches wer e used 2774 times in the 12

months to 30 November 2006 compared to

5,483 5in the 12 months to 30 June 20 18,

an almost 20 fold  increase in lessthan 12

Territorians  (Mar) .

On Wednesday 20 March 2019, the
Legislative Assembly of the Northern
Territory dissolved the Select Committee on
a Northern Territory harm Reduction

Strategy for Addictive Behaviours (Mar) .
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New research re leased by Dr Olsen etal:
i A Cqill testing trial 2019 1 prog ram
evaluation. 6 Thiswas an independent
evalu ation of the 2019 Groo vint he Moo
festival pi Il testing t rial. Key findings:

1 the ACT Pill Testing Trial was
im plemented as planned &
provided harm reduction
information to 234 patrons and it
identified seven s  ubstances
containing a potentially dangerous
substance, N -ethyl pentylone ;

1 the service was well receive  d by
patrons and stakeho Iders . For
example, most patro ns rated the
clarity o f the information provided
as good or very good  and reported
they would use t  he service again;

1  the service impacted positively on
patron knowledge, at  titudes and
behaviours . For ex ample,
participants were  more wi lling to
use healthcar e providers, brief
int ervention providers/peer
counsellors, home pill testing kits,
and written har m reduction
materials after attending the
service and all those who had a
very dangerous substance dete cted
disposed of thatdr uginth e
amnesty bin ;

1  the pr ogram produced valuabl e
information about illicit drug
availability in Canberra, including
the iden tification of a substance
previously unidentified in the ACT

They thus recommended develop ing further
pill testing servic es bothint he ACT and
other parts  of Australia (Dec) .

The ACT Supreme Court Drug and Alcohol
Sentencing List (DASL) (formerly referred to
as the ACT Drug and Alcohol Court)
commenced 1 afirst for the territory. This
will involve up to 35 offenders during the
trial period (Dec 3 until June 2021) (Dec 3).

years and that 91% of strip searches were

for reasons of susp icion of possession of
drugs . They con cluded that the definition of

a strip search  in NSW was too vague , that
strip searches cause harm , that some strip
search practices go beyond the law and that
legal frame works surrounding strip searches

in other states provide m  uch clearer
protections (Aug 22 ).

Law Enforcement Conduct Commission held
hearing into the police use of strip -search of
young pe ople at NSW music festivals . The
inquiry showed a16 year old gir | was strip -
searched at Splendorinthe Grass after a
false drug detection dog indication, witho ut
a par ent or guardian present i a breach of
police procedures and tha tat the Lost City
music festiva | only 5 of 30 searche s had
support people p resent (Oct& Dec).

The NSW Special Commission of Inquiry into
the Drug dce 6report by lawyers

recommends decrim inalisation of drug use
and/or expanding diversion (Oct).

NSW Coronial Inquest  findings released.  Key
findings: Nathan Tra n, 18, D iana Nguyen,
21, Josep h Pham, 23, Callum Bro  snan, 19,
Alexandra Ross -King, 19, and Jos hua Tam,
22, all died from MDMA tox icity or
complications of MDMA use at music

festivals between December 2017 and

January 2019 . But common contr  ibuti ng
factors i ncluded a) a significan t poli ce
presence including d rug detection dogs  at
each of the festival s, b) poly -drug use i
particularly consumption of alcohol as well

as MDMA, c) a lack of knowledge about the
potential dangers of MDMA | and d) hea t.
Key recommenda tions:

1 Introduce pill testing T both front -
of house services at festivals and a
permanent off -site drug checking
facilit y;

1  Expand peer -delivered harm
reduct ion and reduction service  s;

1 Remove drug detection dogs at
festivals;

I  Limit the use of s trip searches to
circumstances where there is a
reasonable suspicion of supply @

T Decriminalise personal drug use;

1 Holdadrugs ummittodev elop
evidence -based drug policy (7
Nov).

NSW Police Commi_ssioner Mick Fuller
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engage d in a high -prof ile campaign
defending the use of strip  -searches. In a
front-page interview Waly h §
Telegraph he said young people should have
i a lehitoftf e a robpolice (Nov) .

A 24 ye ar-old Melbourne man, di
suspected drug overdose at the Str
Field s music festival near the Victorian
border (Nov)

edofa
awberr y

2018

Green light given for pill
Groovin Moo  (Apr 26).

First Austr alian pill testing trial
Groovin Moo, University of Canberra
independen t Safety Testing Advisory
at Festiv als and Events (ST A-SAFE)
consortium  (Apr 29).

testing trial  at

conducted at
by the
Service

Results from first ~ Aust ralian pill testing trial

at Canberra's Gr oovin the Moo festival
released. Found that than 80% of

participants (70 out of the trial's 83

partic ipants ) believed they had  bought
MDMA, but only 42 of the 70 pills co ntained
some MDMA, and 32 contained a highp  urity
MDMA. 42% participants said they wou Id
modify their behaviour, 12% indicated they
would use less drugs and 18 % said they

wouldn't use ill icit drugs. The report
concluded : i T h e t@demonstrated that
such a n intervention is poss ible and that

people a re willing to use the service, despite

the limitatio ns arising from the tight

timelines, inauspicious physical

infrastructure and the lack of d issemination
strategies 0 nsiteduringthe f e st i(Qum)l o

ACT Labor backbencher Michael P  ettersson
bill propose d legalising cannabis for personal
use, vi aremoving cannabis possession of
less than 50g by an adult as an offence and
allowing people legally  have four cannabis
plant s (Sep).

ACT Drug Strategy Acti on Plan 2018 -2021
released , with 4 3 actions . Key actions :
1  To explore opportunities to expand
on pi ll testing at events in the ACT ;
1  To investigate the feasibility, need,
effectiveness and appropriate ness
of establishing a me dically
supervised injecting fac ility in the
ACT.
Other actions in  cluded:
1  Toimprove ac cess to sterile
injecting equipment and di sposal;
1  To expand access to hepatitis and

Roadside drug testing expanded in NSW to

include tests for cocaine (Jul 1).

Joseph Pham (aged 23) and Dian a Nguyen
(aged 21) died from drug -related overdoses
at defqon.1 festiva |in Penrith . 7 othe rs were
hospitali sed (inc luding 3 in intens ive care)
durin g t he festi val (Sep 15).

The NSW Premier , Gladys Bereji klian, vowed
to fishut down o Defqon.l after the suspe cted
overdoses , and maintained opposition to pill
testing over concerns this would send a
@reen [(Semlb).o

NSW Premier establi shed a NSW Safe ty
Festival panel, involving NSW Police
Commissioner, M ick Fuller APM, NSW Chief
Medical Officer Dr Kerry C hant and Chair of
the Independent Liquor & Gaming Authority

Philip Craw ford , to provide adv ice on:

I Whether new offen  ces or increased
penalties are re quired to s top drug
dealers endan gering lives;

Y How musi c festival promoters and
operators can imp rove safet y at
their festivals; and

f  Whether improved drug education
is required t o address the increa se
inillegal drug use in  our
community.
Any consideration of the mer its of pill
testing was outside the terms of  reference
(Sep 18) .

Fair Treatment 1 Long walk to treatment
launched led by Uniting C hurch Synod of
NSW and ACT. This ca mpaign involve a walk
with a baton from Dubbo to NSW Parliament

in the aim of highlighting the large gaps in
treatment for people in rural/regional areas
The walk commenced Oct 15 and ended Nov

2 and involved 500,000 steps i the travel
dist ance it would t ake a person in regional
NSW to reach drug treatment ( Oct-Nov).

NSW Safety Festiva | Committe e report

Select Committee o0 n a Northern Territory
Harm Reduction S trategy for Reducing
Addictive Behaviours (the Committee) was
established to investigate how best to
prevent or mitigate the harms that stem
from addictive behaviours in the NT

NT government a nnounced it willi ntro duce
legislation allow ing for the cultivation of
industrial hemp and will explore options
around growing medical cannabis (May).

(May) .

A new Queensland Drug and Alcohol Court
opened , filling a lo ng-standing gap after the
LNP and Premier Newman axed the
Queensland drug courts in 20 12. One key
difference from the earlier drugs courts was
that this is open to people dependent on
alcohol as well as illicit drugs (29 Jan ).

Qld Government release new report:
fiChanging attitudes, cha  nging lives Options
to reduce stigma and discrimination for
people experiencing problematic alcohol and
other drug use .0 This outline d 18 options for
reform regarding systemic issues to address
stigma and discrimination for people
experiencing problematic alcohol and other
drug use, an d their families . This included :

A) Exploring options for the
development of evidence  -based
mass media campaigns to reduce
stigma and discrimination
experienced by people who use
alcohol and other  drugs ;

B) Explor ing arange of strategies to
enhance the engagem ent of
individuals and families with a lived
experience of problematic alcohol
and other drug use in policy and
service planning

C) Initiating discussions about the
risks and benefits of
decriminal isation for personal use
and/or possession of illicit drugs ;

D) Introduc ing processes that require
an assessment of potentially
discriminatory provisions as part of
law reform and legislative review
projects ;

E) Health care and social services,
across arange o fsettings, w ork to
ensure that a welcoming
environmentthatr  espects the
dignity and worth of all clients

The report was i nformed by independent
research undertaken by t  he Drug Policy
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HIV education and prevention ;
 Toimplementareal -time
pr escription monitoring rem ote
access portal by March 2019 ;
To expand drug diversion; &
To introduce adrug and a Icohol
court (Dec).

= =4

released. This noted music festivals

contribute to local economies and are highly
valued by the community, but that current
regulatory approa ches are a d hoc and
inconsistent . It also noted thene  ed to
increase targeted harm reduction at such
setti ngs and how policing itself can be a

risk: with  some festival attendees hurriedly
consuming drugs to avoid police detection .

Key recom mendations:

1 Introduce a new category of liquor
licence specific to m usic festivals ;

1  Require organisers to deve  lop and
adhere to a Safety Management
Plan for their event, supported by a
two -tiered system of risk, with
variable regulatory  conditions,
simila r to liquor lic ence plann ing;

1  Strengthendruga nd alcohol harm
reduct ion for festival goers

1  Develop best prac tice guide lines for
event organisers on harm reduction
approaches and messages ;

1  Trial the use of Crimi  nal
Infringement Notices  (on -the -spot
fines ) instead of Co urt Attend ance
Notices for drug  possession
offences at or in the vicinity of
music festivals , so that peop le
detected for drug possession have
the option to pay the fine and
thereby avoid courtand a criminal
conviction ; &

f  Creation of anew offence that
means peopl e who are dealing
drug s for profit at festiv als will be
held responsible for any death s
they cau se (Oct 24).

NSW Special Commission of Inquiry established
into the Drug Ice i chaired by Dan Howard.
Rapidly expanded to look at the use of other ATS
including MDMA (Nov).

Community Protection Legislatio n
Amendment Bill 2018  adopted. Amended
the Crim es Act 1900 to insert a new offence
at sect ion 25C of supp ly of drugs (other
than plants) causing death. A person will be
guilty of the new offence if:

1  The person s upp lies a prohibited
drug to another person for financial
or material gain  (not social supp ly
between friends) ;

1  Thedrugis self -admi nistered by
ano ther person  (whether or not the

Modelling Program as well as the views of
people with a lived experie  nce of
problematic alcohol and other drug use,

their families  and friends; Queensland
government agencies; non  -government
organisations; and consultation with the
Queensland Mental Health and Drug
Advisory Council.  (Mar).
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person to whom the drug was
sup plied); and
1  The self -administrat ion of the drug
causes or substan tially causes the
deat h of that other person.
Maximum penalty : 20 ye ars i mprisonment.

Safeguards on the offen  ce are that

pro ceedings fo r the offence may only be
instituted by or with the approval of the
Director of Publi c Prosecuti ons and itw ill be
necessary for the prosecu tion to prove that
the accused knew, or ought r eason ably to
have known, that supplying the prohibited
dru g would exp ose another person to a
significant risk of death as a result of the

self -administrat ion ofthe drug (Nov 21).

Callum Brosnan (aged 19) died from a
suspected drug overdose and 13 peopl e
wer e hospitalised (three in a critical

condition) post the Knockout Games of
Destiny Dancy Party at Homebush (Dec  8).

NSW Ministry of Health  released new
fiGuide lin es for Music Festiv al Organisers:
Music F estival Harm Reduction 0 to support
event organisers  to deliver safer music
festivals. A set of interim guidelines were
published in December 2018 to ensure

advice was a vailable during the peak

summer f estival per iod. The interim

guide lines were subsequentl y revised and
updated in consultation with mus ic fes tival
organisers, onsite medical providers, venue
manage rs, peer -based harm reduction
services, NSW Am bulance and ex perts . The
guidelines combine d existing even t p lanning
guidance wi th harm reduction stra  tegies and
covered topics such as emergency vehicle
access, sanitation, water provision, coo ling
measures and sun safety, chill out spaces,

and prevention and managemen t of sexual
assault (Dec) .

2017

ACT governmentga ve STA -SAFE permission
totestdrugs at  the Spilt Milk festival at
Canberra's Co mmonwealth Park asah arm
reduction measure . The ACT Minister for
Health and Wellbeing Meegan Fi  tzharris sa id
the ACT Government had carefully pill

testing schem es in countries  like New
Zealand and Canada, and that the evidence
showed there was no evidence that pill
testing increased illicit drug us e and instead
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that pill testing had numerous harm
reducti on ben adpedplswould Yheu
informed about whallyidtse the eir pills
and how potent they are , and it creates an
opportunity tore  mind them o f the risks
before the y make the final decis ion to take a
dr u ¢Sep 22).
ACT pill testing tria | shelved. This was fi  rst
attributed to purported problems with
paperwork, but| ater to C om monwealth
intervention by Canberra Liberal Jeremy
Hanson o n the basis of the festival occur  ring
on Commonwealth | and.
2016 Minister for Health  Simon Corbell anno unced NSW Police Minister Troy Grants  aid that Roadside drug -driving test ing commenced in Queensland Health released a discussion
the ACT Governme nt would provide $6m in mu sic festivals could be  shut down if in the Northern T erritory . Under the new paper: fAMedicinal cannabis in Queensland:

additional funding  over four years to

stren gthen drug treatment capacity . Key

areas included:

1 $690,000 annually f or additional
treatmen t capacity through Dir  ections

ACT, Toora Women Inc, Karralika
Programs Inc , Ted Noffs Foundation
The Salvation Army and Gugan Gulwan
Youth Aboriginal Cor poration;

1  $375,000 annually to increase the

capacity of drug rehabili  tation
prog rams; and

1  $115,000 ann ually to roll -out the
naloxone program (May).

Justice and Community Safety Legislation

Amendment Act 2016 adopted which
decriminalised peer distribution o f sterile
injecting equipment in the Australian Capital
Territory . The Actadded an exemption to
the o ffence of supplying st  erile injecting
equipment in section 74 of the Medic ines,
Poisons and Ther apeutic Goods Act 2008
(MPTG Act). The exem ption is intend ed to
sup port the implementation of a peer
distribution program of st erile injec ting
equipment for the  purpose of preventing  the
spread of blood -borne disease (Jun).

would
as a

ACT govern ment announced that it
establish a medical cannabis scheme
"priority" and "as soon as practicable”
(Aug).

organise rs failed to improve safety after
recent drug overdo  ses (Jan).

President of the Australian Drug Law Reform
Foundatio n, Alex Wodak and emerge ncy
medical specialist David Caldicott pledged to
start a privately fun ded pill testing trial ~ at
music festivals in ~ NSW. They said the trial
would start with or withou t the blessing of
the government (Feb).

Minister for Justice Tro y Grant joined
Minister for Mental Health Pru Goward

hosted a round -table about drug  courts
(Feb).

NSW Police and NSW Premier Mike Baird
slammed proposed pill testing trials in NSW
asriditulousd and fi'Wéaegatl 0
going to be condoning in any way what
illegal d rug deale rs are doing,' (Feb).

NSW Greens MP Jenny Leong reintroduc ed
the Law Enforcement (Powersan d
Responsibilities) Am  endment (Sniffer Dogs &
Repeal of Powers) Bill 2016, a  rguing that

it he aoceisihanditis clear that this
program |, firstintrodu ced under the former
Labor Government and continued and

expanded unde r this Libe ral Coalition
Governme nt , i s a f ahatlther e o,
continued use of drug detection dogs is an
infringement of basic  civil liberties. (Bill

lapsed in Aug 2016) (Mar).

The Premier ann ounced that the Terminal
lliness Cannabis Scheme would be re named
the M edicinal Cannabis Comp assionate Use
Scheme, and that the scheme was being
reviewed to consider w  hether it should be
extended to non -terminal patients (May).

BOCSAR data show ed considera ble regional
variation in drug driving o ffences across

testing, people who rec  ord a positive
reading for driving under the influen
drug on afirs t offence will receive a
maximum penalty of 3 months

impri sonment and /or a fine of $400 which

ceofa

will escalate for subsequent offences (Feb).

NT Government respons e to Breaking the
lcereport released: fATack
Northern Terri t or y. 0 Key laded i o

Reduce supply via:

I  strengthening the  Misuse of Drugs  Act
to enh ance search and seizure powers
on drug trafficking routes

I Monitor sales of chemicals and
equipment to make it har  der for people
to manufacture ice

I Taskforce NEMESIS i screening of
major passenger flights and all drug
routes into the  NT i targeti ng of known
drug suppliers/ importers into the NT

Reduce harm via:

f Trial the HOPE (Hawai
Probation with Enfor  cement) strategy,
which applies swift sanctions for
unlawful drug use, to  increase
of fendersdé ability an
participate in behaviou ral c hange
processes

I Investigate a trial of needle and syringe
vending machines

 Develop an online toolkit to supp  ort
families and communities to better
understand an d address the problems
caused by ice

Improving the evidence base

ByJune 2016,i mplementan NT Alcohol
and Other Drug research and evaluation

strategy (Feb).

Draft Public Health (Medicinal
Cannab is) Bill 2016 - Discuss i o n
This noted that the Qld proposed laws on
medi cal cannabi s had taken these into
consideration medical cannabis
developments in other jurisdictions (
NSW and Vic) ind rafting the Bill

pape

Cth,
(Mar) .

The Public Health (Medicina | Cannabis) Act
2016 a dopted. The act will commence on 1
March 2017.The act  creates a new

regula tory framework to allow medicinal

cannabis products to be prescribed and

dispensed to patients in Queensland

Specifically it provides 2 pathways for

doctors to be authorised to pres  cribe

medicinal cannabis:

1  Patient -class prescribers: speci  alists
who have an "as -of-right authority" to
prescribe to groups of patients for a
specified conditio n or symptom with
specified medicinal cannabis products

1  Single -patient pre scribers: specialists  or
general practitioners can apply for
approval to prescri  be for a pa rticu lar
patient.

Medicinal cannabis will only be approved if:

1 the patient has tried all of the
conventional trea tments available and
these have failed OR

1 the conve ntional treatment caus es
intolerable side effects; AND

1  the doctor provides clinical eviden ce
th at a specific type of medicinal
cannabis product is effective for the
particular condi tion or symptoms (Oct)
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NSW, wi th areas of highest de  tection s being
Richmon d-Tweed , Tamworth, Wagga

Wagga, Or ange, Newc astle and pa rts of
Western Sydney (Jun).

First medical cannab is treatments were
provi ded to NSW children with severe
treatment -resistant epilepsy :u sing
Epidiolex ® - a GW Pharmac euticals
formulation o f pure cannabidiol (CBD) . 40
children are expectedt o take part as part of
the compassionate access scheme (Jun).

The Hon Niall Bla ir MLC, M inister for Primary
Industries, and the Hon Pru Goward MP,

Mini ster for Medical Res earch, ann ounced
that NSW has be come the first Australian
state authorised by the Co  mmonwealth
Government to conduct medicinal cannabis
cultivation r esearch. The cu ltivation
research will be conducted in a new, state -
of-the -art, high security f acility (Jul ).

NSW Hea Ith statutory reviewo  fthe
Medically Supervised Injecting Centre in
Kings Cross (MSIC) received  submissions to
increase number of supervis  ed injecting
centresin  NSW and to allow pregnant
women and 16 -year -olds to use them .Key
ratio nales were:
I Al ndialsurar18are exclu ded from
the part of the MSIC that is used for
inect i ng. o
T Al t i s hdtbykoatinyging to
exclude those under 18  from using the
centre, th ey will inject somewhere else,
in less safe circumstances.
1  fExcludin g pregnantw omen from any
treatment facility , including the
injecting room, does not prevent
exp osure of the foetus to drugs or
alcohol . 0
T AThere have danceqinttes i
last six years where staff at the centre
have denied entry to a woman on the
basis of pregna ncy. Itis possible that in
turn ing a pregnant woman away, the
foetus may be at risk of unmanaged
withdraw al from drug dependency
which may causegre at er h@ul)mo

NSW De puty Premier Troy Grant attacked

the proposal to allow pregn ant women a nd
16 -year -olds to acc ess the Medically

Supe rvised Injecting Centre  , arguing it was
afri dis@ahduifof f suggestione 0
that was tantamount to
business to me et benchm arks and making

Justice Legislation Ame ndment (Drug
Offences) Act 2016 adopted. Key changes :

f New offences added of displaying
or supply ing a cocaine kit, water
pipe or ice pipe.

I Create d an aggravated pen alty for
the manufacture or cultivation of a
dangerous drug in the presence of
a child.

I Created an aggravated pe  nalty for
the procurement of a child to
commit adru g offence, with a
maxi mum penalty of life
imprisonment, irrespective of the
maxi mum penalty of a ny particular
offence category.

Introduction of the requirement
that offenders found g uilty of
serious drug offences including,
commercial supply, manufacturing
and cultivation inth e presence of a
child serve a minimum 70 per cent
of their sentence i n prison.

I  Add a provision making the
possession of a firearm,
ammunition or weapons as an
aggravating factor

'  Incr ease penalty units for a number
of offences includin g increasing the
penal ties for supplying  a Schedule
2 dangerous drug (new sectio n 5A)
from 85 pe nalty units to 500
penalty units (May)
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pregnant women and children the target.”

He furthernot e d : fi naoutlifeti me will we
ever allow kids to utilise the heroin  -injecting
centre or pregn ant women. It's justa  bsolute
nonsen(éugp

MSIC Director Mar ianne Jauncey h itback a t
NSW Deputy Premier Troy Grant calling his
comment s tbtomgfor Busi nes s g
offensive a nd noting that callst o expand
access to pregnant women and youth were

bro adly supported by medi  cal and AOD
specialists including the Roya | Australasian
College o f Physician and National Drug and
Alcohol Research Centre (A ug) .

NSW Cross -Party H arm Minimi sation
Roundtable held , co-hosted by Mehreen
Farugi (Greens), Alex Greenwi  ch
(Independent), Jo H aylen (Labor) and
Shayne Mallard (Liberal). The roundtable
brought to gether politicians, health
professionals, academics, polic e and drug
users, inth e aim ofr enewing the debate
about harm minimization in NSW . Key
issues discussed in cluded drug checking
services, expanded access to the Kings
Cross supervised inj ecting fa cility, and the
decriminalisation of drug possession and

use. The group signed ale tter to Pr emier
Mike Baird and o pposition leader Luke Foley
calling for a state wide parliamentary
summit on illicit drug use (Aug 11).

Regulatory ch anges in NSW al lowed doctors
to apply to prescribe a broad range of

cannabis -based m edicines fo r people who
have exha usted standard treatme  nt options.
Applications will be assessed by the
Commonwealth TGA & by a c ommittee of
medical experts on behalf of NS W Health
(Aug).

BOCSAR report, firends in conditional

di schargeso, shows that
2015 there was alarg e increase in the use

of section 10s (bond without a conviction)

by NSW lo cal courts, for offenc  es including
drug use and possession and drug

manufacture/ cultivate ( Sep).

2015

Crimes Legislation Amendment Bill 2014,

Part 6.4A passed to prohi  bit the display for
sale (but not the sale) of 'drug pipes ' inthe
ACT (Feb).

Minister for Justice, Shane Rattenbury
announced the Government had signed a
Deed of Agreement with the Community and

NSW L eader of the opposition elected by
NSW Labor: Luk e Foley (Jan 5).

NSW Opp ositio n leader dec lares no need for
a medical cannabis tr ial 7 should go st raight
to p rescribing medical  cannabis (Jan).

Labor dec lared the fwar onice 0 one of its
top priorities and promised it would have an

NT Ice Select Committee
of reference included e

established . Terms
xamin ing:

1  The reliability of government data on

Ice use;

1 A comprehensive survey of the va

government respo

rious
nses to the abuse of

Ice in the Northern Territory;

Two men died after reportedly smoking

synthetic cann abis in Mackay . The Ma ckay
emergency department reported this

followed arise in  ED admissi ons: an average
of one admission per day for synthetic drugs

in the last six months (Jan).

Qld Crime and Corrupti  on Commission
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Public Sector Union (CPSU) regarding a
proposed Needle and  Syringe Program
(NSP) for the Alexander Maconochie Centre
(AMC). Its etouta process for engaging
staff in the development of an NSP model,
including a jointw  orking group to develo pa
model, a staff ballot process to determine
suppo rt for any proposed mo  del and a
commitment not to implement a model that
is unab le to gain major ity support from
voting staff (Apr).

ice summ itifre -elected (Jan).

19-year -old Tolga Toksoz died of a
suspected overdose and fi  ve others were
hospita lised at Sydney Festival  'A State of
Trance' (Feb).

Medical cannabis ¢ ampaig ner Dan H aslam
passed away (Feb).

Assistant Minister for Health Pru Goward
announce d a series of communit y education
forums 6 breaking the i
delivered by the  Australian Drug Foundation
to support local communities de aling with
metha mphetamine  (Feb).

NSW Greens MP Jenny Leong introduced the
Amendment (Sniffer Dogs 0 Repeal of
Powers) Bill 20 15 that sought to end the use
of drug detection dogs  without a warrant in
NSW. (This lapsed in Nov 2015 ) (May).

Mr Barry and Mrs Joy  Lambert ma de a
donation of $33.7 million to the University of
Sydney to establish the Lambert Initiat ive,
to explore the po tential of the cannabis

plant in treating a range of diseases (Jun).

NSW Centre for Medicinal Cannabis

Research and Innovation (the Centre) was
laun ched , funded with $12 million by the
NSW Government : to develop understanding
of the b enefits and treatment options for
medicinal cannabis.  Inaugural director:
Chief Scientist & Engineer, Professor Mary
O6Kane (Jun).

NSW children with s evere treat ment-
resistant epilepsy will be provided with
compassionate access to a cannabis
medi cine (Jul).

-based

Regulatory changes in NSW allow doctors to
apply for prescript ions of a broader rang
cannabis -based medicines. Applications
from prescribi ng doctors will be assessed by
the Commonwealth Therapeutic Goods
Administration, and by a committee o f
medical experts on b ehalf of NSW Health
(Aug).

Nigel Pauljevic (aged 26) died froma
suspected drug overdose at the defqon.1

music festival in Penrith a nd 8 others were
hospitalised (Sep).

e of

NSW Government signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with GW Pharm  aceuticals to
facilita te access to Epidiolex® (a
pharameutical preparation of CBD) for a trial

cei e

NSW

1  Government and communi  ty responses
to Ice use in other states and some
assessmen t of the ef fectiveness of
these responses in terms of prevention,
education, family and individual sup
and treatment mod  alities; &

1  The sources of Ice including cross

port

border ftrafficking, local ma  nufacture
and derivation from legal
pharmaceuticals and ot her legal

precur sors (Apr) .

Ice Select Committee, Breaking the Ice,
report released. Key conclusions:

I  That while'ice'isa n emerging issue of
concern, reports of an 'ice' epi demic
sweeping across the Northern Territory
are misleading.

' While prevalentin  the urban and
regional centres of the Territory, there
is no evidence of wi
remo te communities.

f Thatt he abuse of alcohol remains a far
greater problem in  the Territory, and
that strategies to ad
not be implemented a  t the expen se of
alcohol -related harm initiatives.

13 recommendations were issued including

that the N T Government should:

I Ban the display and sale of drug
paraphernalia;

Mandate real -time online recording of
pseudoephedrine sales at pharmacies to
aid dat a collectio n;

I Put more money into residential and
non -residential detox services, with an
emphasis on services for people ag ed
under 18, and access to prisoners;

I Undertake atr ial of waste water
analysis to more accurately assess
prevalence and distributio  nof ice us e.

Undertake and publish a comprehensive
review and evaluation of drug
diversionary progra ms in the NT, and
deve lop a strategy to enhance access to
in the Northern ~ Territory (Nov).

Traff ic and other Legislation Amendment Act
2015 adopted enabli ng powerst o conduct
random drug testing to drivers on Northern
Territory roads: for cannabis, ecstasy and
methamphetamines . On introducing the bill
it was
the Northern Territory up to date with other
jurisdictions. A Il other ju risdictions é have

d

d

not ed erdaentwil bring s

rel eased a n &NewSyrghpticr t :
Drugs - Deceptive and Dangerous . 0 Rep
warn ed of the expansion of the syntheti ¢

drug mark et in regional communities  in Qld
(likely due to the shortage of traditional
illicit drugs) , and the increased involvement

of organised crime groups in distributing
them (Jan).

Change of government with  Qld Labor
Government elected under Premie r
Annastaci a Palaszczuk with the assistance of
an Independent.  Key platforms included:
1 Toreinstate th e operation of drug
courts for dealing with drug misuse and
minor related  offences
1 To establish a separately funded state -
wide Health Promotion Service t o]
promote h ealth and wellbeing,
expanding the range of early detection
and early intervention services ;
1 Tocommencea Commis sion of Inquiry
into organised crime

A To re -establis h the Queensland
Sente ncing Advisory Council  (Feb).

20 people non -fatally overdo sed at the

Brisb ane leg of the Stereosonic music

festival, and were taken to Brisbane

emergency depart ments. Queensland poli ce
reported being staggered at the numbers of
overdo ses. The overdoses fol lowed two fatal
overdoses at Stereosonic in Sydney and
Adelaide (Dec) .
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with children with paediatric epilepsy (Oct). successfully implemented random roadside
Sylvia Choi ( aged 25) di ed at the drug testing regimes similar to that which is
Stereosonic music festival in Olympic Park proposed in this bill. Research shows that
after taking what police claimed mixed these regimes are  having a positive imp ~ act
ecstasy with another  substance, possibly on road safety, with one Victorian study
MDMA in water. Another 120 peopl e were finding that the current rate s of random
treated for dru  g-related symptoms (Nov). testing are saving 20 lives per year and
NSW Health launche d an interacti ve map of reducing total driving fatalities by up to
. p 15%0 (Dec) .
every public NSP outlet across NSW, type of
facility e.g. staffed NSPs, vending machines
(fr ee or coin operated),  disposal bins and
hours of ope ration and range of eq  uipment
available (Dec ).
2014 I nterim eval uat i oaloxooef t I The New South Wales Government NT Corrections Offi cers report that a ban on Queensland P olice | a u n ¢ Newaynthetic

program showed that the program had been

a success. For example , itfound participants
were able to be trainedtoa  dminister take -
home na loxone in appropriate circumstances
and that there had bee  n 23 succes sful
overdose reversals (Feb).

ACT Chief Minister Katy Gallagher praised
the ACT naloxone p rogram (Feb).

Attorney -General Simon Corbell announced

key changestothe ACT drug trafficking| aws
via the Criminal Code (Controlled Drugs)
Legislation A mendment Re gulation 2014.
Included first evidence  -informed reforms to
ACT drug trafficking thresholds
1 changing the traffic able quantities of
four common drugs  that trigger
6édemed suppl ynd; provis
1 switch ing from a pure based to a mixed
based regime fo r assessing drug
weight ; and
1 adopt ing a uniform multiplier between
trafficable, commercial & large
com mercial quantities.
The reforms followed advice from the Drug
Policy Mode lling Program and were  heralded
as better ensuring  thresholds target drug
traffi ckers, rath er than drug users, as
6consistent with a harm

appr o aThéregalation also added 44
new psychoact ive substances to schedule 1,
making possession of e ach subject to
serious criminal offences . New laws
commenced 17 April 2014 (Mar) .

ACT Gree ns MP, Mr Shane Rattenbury,
released a medical cannabis discussion
paper and exposure draft law for community

feedback: fADrugs of Depen
Use for Medica | Purposes) Amendment  Bill
20140. Tdeekstbeandble a person to

supported all of the General P urpose

Standing Commi tt ee No. 2d6s |1
Drug and Alcohol Treatment

recommendation . In particular  noted the
government would :

1 closely observe the results of the
naloxone trials in NSW (due for
completion in July 2014) and the ACT to
determine if nalo xone should be
expanded in Sydney ;&

1  encourage NHMRC to prioritise funding
research into naltrexonei  mplants, and
if necess ary seek private funds for a
limited local trial ~ (Feb).

BoCSARreportrele ase: AWhy i s t
prison popul at iEzsaminelr thew i
cause o f a large increase in imprisonment

from late 2012 to early 2014 and concluded
that the key causes were firstly, a nincrease
in the rate of arrest for crimes involvin g
aggravated sexual as  sault, serious assault
resulting in injury  , aggravated rob bery ,
drive whil e licence disqualified or suspended
and deal/traffic innon  -commercial

quantities, and  secondly an increase in the
proportion of offenders sentenced to prison,
particularly for offen  ces involving

importation of illicit drugs and aggravated
sexual assa ult. It noted that this was likely

to reflect a change in policing and/or

sentencing, rathe rthan any changeint he
rate of actual offending (Apr).
The Haslam famil y from Tamworth  launch ed

an online petition  to the NSW Premier and
NSW Health Mi nister calling for the

decriminalization of  medicinal cannabis in
NSW. The campaign was motivated to h
their terminally i Il son, Daniel Haslam,
was diagnosed with bowel

elp
who
cancer and found

smoking in NT prisons has led to a shift to
smuggling tobacc o into the prisons, ra
than cannabis or m ethamphetamine

ther
(Jan).
The Nor thern Territory Govern ~ ment passed
the Misuse of Drugs Amendment Act 2014
on 20 M arch 2014. This Act allows for police
to charge a person not
a persono ébeaggravdtedlr t h
crcumsta nce of fAsupplying
was at the time of  the offending an
6iinglenous c o mwhem it involéed a
schedule 2 drug e.g. cannabis or
am phetamine . An averment attesting that a
pl ace is an 6indigenous
rele vant time is deemed to be evidence of
that matter stated. The Act increase s the
maximum penalty  for such actions, from 5
to 9 years imprisonment (Mar).

t]

Drugs: Real Damage" campaign, asking
Queensland residents to  anonymously report
dealers or people in possession of new
synthetic drugs  (Feb).

Police Powers and Responsibilities and Other
Legislation Amendment Act2 014 adopted
Intr oduced new | aws agai
events, defined as an event involving 12 or
more persons are gath  ered together at a
place and 3 or more persons assoc iated with
the evente ngage in out -of-control conduct
at or near the event. Maxi mum penalti
organising or causing an out of control event
include 1 year imprisonment and/or 110
penalty units (Feb).

Queensland Police concluded the Gold
Coast's bigge st drug operation in h
Operation Kilo Fraction, a 19 month
operation. Led to arrest of 152 people,
including 37 alleged members of outlaw

istory:

motorcycle gangs  (Apr).
Queensland D epartment of Health co  nducts
a ARequest for Offero

of NGO out -client AOD services for July

2014 to June 2017 including NGO provide d
Queenslan d lllicit Drug Diversion Initiative
sessions, the coordination of booking
arrangements for  these sessions, NGO

Youth AOD out -client counselling and NGO
Community AOD out -client counsellin  g. This
RFO did not include any currently

Government opera ted service s and there
was no increase or decrease in funds

allocated. Current providers of residentia |
rehabilitation servi  ces funded by Queensland
Department of Health were e xcluded from
the RFO a nd have been directly procured

(Apr).

Qld Gov release d Safe Night O ut Strategy .

es for

(
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apply in writing to the Chief Health Officer
for approval to possess, use and cultivate
cannabis for medical pu  rposes. The
community consultation ran from July until
September  (Jul).

A medical marijuana supp lier, providing
medical marijuana to a 2.5yearold girlw ith
a genet ic disorder, was raided after a tip off
from Chief Minister Katy Gallagher. The

Chief Minis ter stated: "As the | aw stands at
the moment marijuana is a prohibited

substance and | have res  ponsibilities on me
as Chief Minister under child protecti on laws,
if noth ing else, that that information had to

be passedl).ono

The ACT Legislative Assem  bly referred the
Green s Exposure Draft of the Drugs of
Dependence (Cannabi s Use for Medical

Purp oses) Amendment Bill 2014 and related
discussion paper to  the Standin g Com mittee
on Health, Ageing, Community and Social
Services for its consideration. The

Com mittee is required to report back to the
Assembly by the last sitting day in June
2015 (7 Aug).

Chief Minister Katy Gallagher wrote to

federal Health Mini  ster Peter Duttoni,
proposing the National Health and Medical
Research Council support an Australia -wide
clinical trial and  the Therapeutic Goods
Administration consider how m edical
cannabis could be licensed for use (Aug).

Attorney -General S imon Corbell launched a
new report : fiEvaluation of the  ACT drug

di ver si on pledobyghea bregdolicy
Modelli ng Program and announc ed a series
of reforms to the ACT police and court

diversion system, inclu  ding broadening the
methods for payment of SCONSs, prioriti sing
space for AOD assessments of offenders in

the courts and the development of a new

ACT Police and Court Drug Diversion

Strategy . The Attorney General  Simon
Corbell and ACT Chief Police Officer R udi
Lammers both also reinforced the

importance of drug di  version pro grams and
ensuring they were effectively targeted

(Oct).

Chief Minister Katy Gallagher ma dea
request for the A CT to be involved in the
NSW clinical trial of medic  al cannabis (Oct).

benef its from using cannabis (Apr).

NSW Nationals MP Kevin Ande rson, membe r
for Tamworth, announced his intention to
introduce a Private Members Bill to approve

the use of cannabis by ter  minally ill

patients (May).

The NSW Parliamentary  Research Service
issued an issues backgroun
cannabisodo (Jun).

Law Enforcement (Powers and
Responsibilities) Amendment Act 2014

adopted. Introduced a number of reforms,
including a requiremen  tto collect data on
the use of drug detection dogs and a review
of police guidelines for searching and

detaining a person during dr ug dog

oper ations (Jun).

NSW Premier Mike Baird  met the Haslam
family, announcing he  was touched byt he
plight of Daniel Ha slam, and was

6 sy mpat toaeéciintnalizing medic al
cannabis but wanted issues of supply to be
dealt with (Jul).

Final phase of t he Intensiv e Drug and
Alcohol Treatment Program (IDATP) opened
in NSW prisons witha  new 48 -bed facili ty
specifically for fe male inmates . This offered
drug treatment and educat ion, vocation and
empl oyment programs  for female inmates
with a documented histo  ry ofdrug and/or
alcohol abuse and at least 12 months before
their release (Aug).

NSW Premier announc ed that a clinical tri  al
for medical cannabis  would be established &
that a Working Group had be en formed to

set up the trial : due to report back by the

end of 2014 (Sep 16).

Changes to the NSW Bail Act (Bail

Amendment Bill 2014) mean that alleged

offende rs, including anyone ¢ harged with

the manufacture or supply of commercial

quantities of a prohib  ited drug , will be
refused bail, unl es sastb h ¢
why t hey should be released  (Sep).

NSW Premier open ed inaugural medical
cannabis symposium in Ta  mworth (Nov).
19 -year -old woman , Georgina Bartter, died

of a suspected ecs tasy overdose, at
Harb ourlife dance music festival (Nov).

New report released : fiResponding to alcohol
and drug related harms in NSW: Mapping

the NSW non -government alcohol and other

Included actions to:

1  Introduce tougher penalties for those
who are affected by  alcohol or drugs
and engage in anti -social and violent
behaviour in and a round licensed
venues and in public and

1  Expand police powers e.g. for drug
oper ations invo lving tactical covert and
overt strategies and drug detection
dogs; and mandatory drug and alcohol
testing for pe ople charged with serious
offences and tri akrofafisob
in Bri sbane operated by Police

1  Mandatory AOD Counselling session as
part of bail conditions for anyone
charged with violence offences while
intoxicated

1  Safe Night Ou t Strategy required so  me
legislative amendments that have been
introduced to Parliament as the  Safe
Night Out Legislation Amendment Bill
(Jun) .

Safe Nigh t Out Legis latio n Amendment Bill

adopted as part of the Safe Night Out

Strategy including a new offenc e of

6Unl awfulb sauskhg death

by a maximum penalty of life imprisonment

with the offender required to serve 80% of

sentence before app lying for p arole. The

legislation also included a change to

sentencing rules to no longer allow being

intoxicatedasareaso n t o reduce

sentence. A change to the bai | act that

made it man datory for all people charged

with grievous bodily harm, c ommon assau t,

affray or assault police must complete a

ADrug and Alcohol Asses
Course o whil e o tegidiationdlso Th
all owed for a tri@éntorfed

where a pers on who is deemed by Police to

be intoxicated and atrisk o f harming

themse Ives or others or causing a public
nuisance, they can be detained at a Sober

Safe Cent re for up to 8 hours. Also included
in this bill was the change of classif ication

for Steroidst o be a fidangerous
increasing penalty for posses  sion, traff icking
and production. The Bill was passed in

August 2014 with all activities operational

by the end of December.

Queensland Government releases finalised
Queenslan d Plan including a goa | that
Queensl anders Awill be
mentallyheal t hy 0 wiccests dei ng f
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drugs sector .0 The re port was commissioned

by NADA and NSW Ministry of He  alth,a sa

prelude to the Partnerships for Health NGO
reform program. Key findi ngs:

1 50% of organisations indicated their
operating budget was $1M or less;

1  Funding models were compl  ex: with
most having m ultiple funders;

1  Clients were becoming more complex;

1 Funding bodies were e  xpecting more
from organisations, e.g. performance
reporti ng & accred itati on; &

1  Some organisations had narrowed their
client entry criteria to clients with le Ss
complex need becaus e they could not
afford salary levels of skilled sta ff.

Recommendations in  cluded:

A Funds provided at levels adequate to
cover the rea | costs of service
provision ; &

1  Compliance requirements that will
support efficient, quality, evidence -
based services (Nov).

Evaluation of the Overdose Prevention &

Emergency Naloxone (OPEN) Projec t, that

operated through the Kirketon Road Centre

and Lang ton Centre released. Showed that

between July 2012 and March 2014, 83

people at risk of opioid overdos e attended

the trainin g and were provided take home

naloxone. Interviews w ith 35 participants si  x
months post training showed:

1  All but one of the partici  pants felt they
had learned new things and were more
confident responding to an overdose
situation imm  ediately post training
Participants also felt more informed
(24% increasi ng to 95%) and more
confident to inject naloxone (51%
increasing to 96%).

1 Atle ast30 opio id overdose reversals
were reported by 18 of the 35
participants who provided follow -up
int erviews. There were no  deaths
reported in any of the reversed
overdoses (Nov).

NSW Greens MP Dav id Shoebridge launches
a fisni fdmom firig:doge 0 mp@Eaign,
aim ed at ending the use of drug detection
dogs without a warrant in public spaces in
NSW. The campaign included afa cebook
site that reports the whereabouts of drug

det ection dogs in NSW (No  v).

NSW Premier announced three Government -

have reduced rates of lifestyle diseases
caused by lack of exercise, poor diet,
alcohol, smoking and drug abused@

Queensland Mental Health, Dr  ug and Alcohol
Strateg ic Plan 2014 -2019 released . Key
objectives include:

1 Reduced stigma an d discrimination ;

1 Reduced avoidable harm ; &

1  That people living with mental health
difficu lties or issues relate dto
substance use have 1) lives with
purpose , 2) better physical and oral
health and live longer and 3) positive
experiences of the ir support, care and
treatment (Sep).

A joint taskforce between Queensland Police
and Queensland Corre ctions leads to arrest
of 19 people alleged to be involved in
trafficking drugs into and outside
Queensland prisons (Oct).

A two -year joint investigation between the
Quee nsland Crime and Corruption
Commission and Qld Police Service into drug
trafficking an d outlaw motorcycle ga  ngs
closed following the arrest of 62 people, for
430 offences, and seizur e of an estimated
$2.9 million of drugs, predominantly

met hamphetamin e (Dec).

Caitlin Hug hes i Lastupdated 15 January 2020.For commen tsemail: caitlin .hughe s@flinders. edu.au

42


mailto:caitlin.hughes@flinders.edu.au

Year

Australian  Capital Territory

New S outh Wal es

Norther n Territory

Queensland

funded trials of medical cannabis and
cannabis products to explore the role of
cannabis and cannabis products in pro viding
relief for pati  ents with a range of debilitating
or terminal illnes  ses (including severe
paediatric epilsepsy, chemotherapy induces
nausea and vomi ting) . The trials are
expected to commence in 2016. Also
released was:
1  Guidelines for medical practit
1 A Terminal lll ness Cannabis
Scheme to enable NSW Police to
show di scretion to not enforc e the
law against registered adults and
carers (Dec).

ioners

2013

Second phase of ACT naloxone program
commenced . Included provision of naloxone
to at -risk detai nees on release by Justice
Health (Feb).

Drug Polic ies and Services Frame  work for
the Alexander Maconochie Centre 2013 i
2015 adopt ed. Employe d dem and, harm and
supply reduction  strategies and performance
measures including number of  detainees
accessing of ATOD services, number of
overdoses and needle -stic k injuries, inmate
satisfaction with ATOD services and
proportion of detaineesr  eceiving a Justice
Health discharge plan on release (Aug).

ACT Chief Minister Katy Gallagher released
final status reportont he Gover nmer
response to the Burnet Report. Noted that
46 recommenda tions from Burnet report
had been fully or partially compl eted atthe
Alex ander Maconochie Centre , but that :
1 atrial needle and syringe program
could not occur  until union agreement
was reached; &
1  the merit and feasibility of providi ng a
regulated tattooi ng program was still
being considered  (Oct).

Final Strate gic Framewo rk for the
Management of Blood -Borne viruses in the
Alexander Maconochie Centre adopted

In cluded provision of re  gulated access to
sterile injecting equipment subjec t to union
agreement (Oct).

New South Wales State Attorney -General
Greg Smith op ened the st ate's third drug
court , in central Sydney (Feb).

Nineteen individuals, including the nation al
president of the He  lIs Angels, the vice
president of the Rebels and oth er high -
ranking member s of the Comancheros
motorcycle gang were arrested followi ng a
21-mon th investigation into the supply of
drugs, guns and explosives to organised

crime groups  within NSW . The operatio n,
known as Strike Force Alistair, was led by
the NSW Police Force Organis ed Crime
Squad and the NSW Crime Commission,

with assistan ce fromthe Gangs Squad and
is one of the biggest operations in the

st at héstory . Also seized were  pistols,
riffles, ammu nition, counterfeit cash, 2
clandestine laboratories ~ and an estimated
$6 m illion worth of drugs ~ (Mar).

Intoxicated Persons (Soberin g Up Centre s
Trial) Act 2013 No 15 adopted. Introduced a
trial of sobering up centres for people

intox icated due to alcohol  or drugs. Included

1) a compulsory model run by NSW police

that detains pe ople for 4 -8 hours at costs ;

and 2) a voluntary model run by NGOs (Apr

3).

NSW Parliament General Purpose Standing

Committee No. 4 release  d report on their

inqu iry into the  use of ca nnabis for medical

purposes. Key recommendations:

T  That the Minister for H  ealth write to the
Commonwealth Minister for Health and
Ageing, expre ssing in principal support
for the expansion of access to approved
cannabis pharmacotherapi es

1  That the NSW Govern ment introduce an
amendment to the  Drug Misuse and

The Northern Territory Government
announced th atitwas g ettin g hard on drugs
in response to research that there has been
significant increase inth e manufacture and
dist ribution of methamphetamine across the
nation. The Misuse of Drugs Amendm ent
(Methamphetamine) Act 2013 was
introduced and received  assenton 19
October 2013. The Act subsequently
commenced to have effect from 11

November 2013.  This amendment removed
meth amphetamine from schedule 2 of the
Act and placed it in schedule 1. This
increased penalties for the possession or
supply of traffic able and co mmercial
guantities of the drug. For example the
maximum penalty for trafficable quantities
(2.0g or more) increa  sed from 5 years
imprisonment to 14 years or more

(d ependent on the nature of the offence)
(Oct).

The Newman Government released their six

month action plan. Actions included:

1  Establishment of the Queensland Mental
Health Commissi on;

1 ReformQueensland Heal t hés gr
service delivery contracts;

1 Commence areview to str  eamline
contracts with nongovernment
organisations (NGOs) reducing th e
num ber of individual contracts;

1T Release the governmen
strategy (Jan).

Newman G overnment released Blu
better healthcare in Queensland (Feb).

Qld Police closed their  most extensive drug
investigation in recent years. Operati ons
Juliet Cheshire and Juliet Cheshire 2

spanned a total of 18 months and sought to
disrupt trafficki ng of methylamphetamin e,
MDMA (ecstasy), cocaine, and cannabis into
the Fo rtitude Valley enterta  inment precinct.
A total of 76 people were charged with 28 3
offences including 32 offences of trafficking
dangerous drugs, 105 charges of supply
dangerous drugs and 16 charges of maj  or
possession. Approximately $2.5 million

worth of d rugs and several firea rms were
also seized (Feb).

eprint for

Drugs Misuse Amendment Regulat ion (No 1)
2013 adopted. Added 35 new synthetic
drugs, including NBOMe, MDPV, 4  -MEC,
MDAI & 2 -DPMP, to Schedule 2 of the Dru g
Misuse Act (Apr).
Criminal Proceeds Confiscation
Wealth an d Serious Drug Offender
Confiscation Order) Amendment Act
adopte d. This:
1  introduced a scheme for recovering
6unexplained wealthbo;

(Unexplained

2013
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Trafficking Act 1985 to add a complete
defence to the use and possession of
canna bis, so as to cover the authorised
medical use of cannabis by patients
with terminal illness

1  Thatthe NSW Ministry of Health  and
Department of Attorney General and
Justice give further and detailed
consideration to the issues surrounding
lawful supply of ¢ rude cannab is
products for medical purposes (May).

Sixth report on Drug Use in the Inmate

Population ( DUIP) released. Showed a
steady and significant decline in use of

drugs in  NSW prisons, from 62% in 2001 -02
to 37%in 2009 -10. This was much greater
than the decline inr ates of pre -prison drug
use (at 84% & 73% respectively in 2001 -02
and 2009 -10) (Jun).

17-yearold H enry Kwa n died after taking
NBOME (a synthetic LSD-like drug ) and
jumping off ath ird floor balcony - thinking
he could fly (Jun6).

NSW Gov ernment int roduc ed a temporary
ban on 19 synthetic drugs (Jun 9).

Highlighted that drug used by Henry Kwan 1
NBOMe i was no t on temporary banned list
(Jun 16).

NSW Gov er rs@enerdl Burpose

Standi ng Committee No.26s

Drug and Alcohol Treatm  entissued it6 ginal

report. Key recommendations:

1  Consider e xpand ing the Drug Court
program beyond Sydney & Hunter;

1 Consid er e xpand ing the availability of
naloxone;

1 Increase funds to Life Educati on;

1 Match drug treatment funds to
treatment demand us  ing the Drug and
Alco hol - Clinical Care and Prevention
Planning Model ; &

1  Thatif naltrexone implants are
approved for use by the T herapeutic
Goods Administration, that the NSW
Govern ment fund a randomised control
trial of naltrexone implants (Aug).

Drugs and Poi sons Legisl ation Amendment
(New Psychoactive and Other Substances)
Act 2013 adopted . Prohib ited the

ma nufacture, supply, sal e or advertising of
all psychoactive substances (sub ject to
appropriate ex emptions) 1 maximum
penalty of $2,200 or two years

1  provide areverse onus of proof, so any
person who accumulated wealth that
does not seem commensura  te with
his/her lifest  yle and livelihood would
bear the onus of provi  ng that the
wealth was legitimately acquired; and

1  introduced serious drug offender
confiscation orders , enabling forfeiture
of all prop erty whether obtained legally
orillegally unlessde e med as 6pr
prop e r t(May).

Newman Government review released of

Youth Justice Str ategy (Jun).

Announcement of the inaugural QLD Mental
Health Commi ssioner Dr Lesley van
Schoubroeck to commence 1 July 2013. A
whole -of-government strategic plan fo r
Mental Health and AO D is to be developed
within 12 months (Jul).

Queensland po lice recrui t real estate agents
to help them find and dismantle clandestine
drug laboratories: using a training program
that teaches property managers how to spot
laboratories and collect evidence d  uring
inspections.

Qld Government released: AThe Queen
Plan:a 30-year vi sion for, Que¢g
outlining draft strategic vision for QIld.

Included key obje ctive of reducing rate s of
lifestyle diseases caused by lack of exercise,

poor diet, alcohol, sm oking and drug abuse
(Dec).

Queensland Needle and Syringe Program
(QNSP) data indicate a continual increase
(approx. 28% per year) in the number of

people who reported obtaining nee  dles and
syringes to inject oO0i%e
t0 10,132 in 2011 13,028 in 2012  (Jul).
Consultation occurred on the Queensla nd
Mental H ealth and Drug Strategic Plan:

including an AOD specific forum organised

by QNADA (Sep).

Criminal Law and Other  Legislation
Amendment Act 2013  adopted. Introduced
new requirement that all drug traffickers
serve at least 80% of their term of

impr isonment before being eligible for
parole and i ncreased maximum penalty for
aggravated supply e.g. dru g trafficking to
anyon e aged 16 or under  (from 25 years to
life imprisonme nt) (Aug) .
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impriso nment. This  supp lemented existing
provisions to ban use and trafficking of

speci fic nameddrdupgrsodh itbhirt
Schedul e 1 of the Drug Misuse and

Trafficking Act and their analogues. The Act
also removed requirement for analogues of
prohibited drugst o have psyc hotro pic
properties (Sep 24).

Drug Misuse and Trafficking Amendment
(Prohibited Substances)  Regulation 2013
added 45 new psychoactive substances
(including synthetic  cannabinoids , 2C -X and
NBOMe) to the list of prohibited drugs in the
Drug Misus e and Traff ickin g Act ; along with
threshold quantities for trafficable,

commercial and large commercia | trafficking
offences (Sep).

James Munro (aged 23) died of a suspected
ecstasy overdose atthe  Defqon.1 festival
(Sep).

New NDARC research released:

"Engagement wi th criminal justice system
among opioid -dependent people.” Examined
all entrants to opioid  substitution therapy
(OST) for opioid dependence in NSW

between 1985 and 2010 and their crimina |
justice contact and showed that a minority
of opioid -dep endent peop le are responsible
for most CJS contact: 67.4% of CJS charges
due to 20.8% cohort (Sep)

NSW cannabis clinic expan ded to include
synthetic cannabinoid users (Oct).

NSW Government released response to the
inquiry on the use of cannabis for medica |
purposes. They supported recommendation
one; that they write to the Commonwealth
Minister for Health  and Ageing, expressin g
in principal support for the expansion of

access t 0 approved cannabis
pharmacotherapies, but rejected all other
recommendations , including co nsidering
lawful supply of crude cannabis products for
medical purposes . The g overnmentarg ued
that it fsdppastshe usedf
unregulated crude cannabis produc ts for
medical purpose s as the potency and safety
cannot be guaranttesedo a
decision would not prevent access to
appropriate medical treatment for any
patient i(Mov)NSWo

NSW health authorit ies introduce first
Australian pop -up rapid testing  site to
combatrise in _ HIV (Nov).
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2012

ACT Greens issued a bill for reform of the
infringement system relating to road traffic
offences: Road Transport (General)
(Infringement Notices) Amendment Bill

2012 (Feb).

ATODA released a discussion paper calling

for the extension of ref orms ofthe ACT
Infrin gement Scheme from roadside drug to
other infringement sch  emes, inclu ding the
Simple Cannabis Offence Notice scheme

(Mar).

Government response  to the report , Human
Rights ACT 2004 (ACT): The First Five Years
of Operation, tabled. No  ted the positive
achie vements and desire to build upon this
(Mar).

ACT Infringe ments Syste m Reform
introduced for road traffic offences: (1)

Options to pay fines through installm ents;
(2) A system of community work and social
development programs, whic h people on low
income or with special circumstances can

undertake in lieu of pa  yments; (3) Options
to waive fines in special circumstances

(May).

ACT Chief Minister Katy Gallagher r eleased

the Draft Stra tegic Framework for the
Management of Blood -Borne Vi ruses in the
Alexander Maconochie Centre 2012 -2014.

Strategies included:

1  Aprop osal for a trial needle and syringe
program in the  Alexander Maconochie
Centre i onaone -for-one syri nge basis.
The trial w ill constitute the first
Australian prison -based NSP .

1  That detainees have screening and
vaccinations for all those coming into the
AMC.

1  Thatd etainees within the AMC have
ready access to full -strength household
bleach and information and education
about how to prevent and manage BBVs
(Aug).

High level of m edia debate about the
proposed NSP at the AMC (Aug).

ACT Comorbidity (Mental He  alth and
Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Problems)
Strategy 2012 -2014 released (Aug).

As part of 2012 -13 budget the ACT

Gove rnment announced the establishment
of a Throughcare  Unit to better support
prison detainees returning to the community
and co -ordina te their se rvice delivery and

NSW Legislative Assembly Legal Affairs
Committee | aunched:ntofalwnqgui
reform issues regarding synthetic drugs . 0
The inquiry s ought to examine law r  eform
issues regarding the prohibition of synthetic
drugs and to consider  the adequacy of
current NSW legislation. Submissions were
received fr om Feb-Apr (Feb 16).

First phase of the Intensive Drug and

Alcohol Treatment Program (IDATP ) in NSW
prisons opene d, with space for 62 male
inmates (Feb)

Former NSW Health Minister, John  Della

Bosca, said the 6war &n
called for another drug summit to reassess
Australiabs approach to

The NSW Youth Drug and  Alcohol Court was
axed . NSW Attorney General, Greg Smith

SC, said the prog ram was too expensive.

The closure occurred without consultation

(Jul 1).

The NS W Attorney Gener al, Greg Smith SC,
tabled the
report on the Bail Act. Of n ote, the report
outlin ed there had been many reversals of

the presumption  of bail for drug traff  icking

offences. Recommendations of the report:

1 Anew Bai | Act shoul d be drafted in plain
English language, so as to be readily
understandable, and with a clea r and
logical structur e;

1  The scheme of presumptions,
exceptions and except ional
circumstances in  the current legislation
should be replaced with a uniform
presumptio n in favour of release
applicable to all cases except those
covered by an entitlement to re
appeal.

1  The au thority must consider: (a) The
entittement of every  person in a free
socie ty to liberty and (b) The
presumption of innocence.

1 Indec isionson b ail, a person must not
be detained unless a custodial sentence
is likely (Jun).

lease &

NSW drug ed ucation unit abolished  (Jun).

The NSW Liberals & Nationals Government
anno unced in the 2012 -13 B udget they will
expand prisoner rehabilitation programs
including thr ough the new Intensive Drug
and Alcohol Treatment program (Jun).

The NSW Liberals & Nationa Is Government

NSW Law Ref ol

The Northern Territory Council of Social
Service (NTCOSS) announced tha  tthe NT
Government ha d agreed to fund a peak AOD
body for the NT:  the Alc ohol and Other
Drugs A ssociation of the Northern Territory
(AADANT) (Jan 31).

Justice (Corr ectio ns) and Other Legislation
Amendment Act 2011  entered into

operation . This introducedt wo new
sentencing opti  ons: Community Custody

and Community -Based Orders. T his gave
the Courts th e power to order offenders into
rehabilitation, education and trainin g, and
community work programs as an alternative

to imprisonment (Feb).

The NT adopted int o law the new Poisons
Standard (SUSMP) under the Therapeutic
Goods Act 198 9, including the Sched ule 9
prohibition of  synthetic cannabinomimetrics
Medicin es, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods
Act 2012 (Apr).

NT Country Liberal Party elected, under

Chief Minist er Terry Mills (after 11 years of

labor rule). Key policy platforms includ ed:

1  Mandatory drug te  sting for anybody
arrested for an assault on or about a
licensed prem ise;

1  Tougher bail conditions for any crime
that poses a risk to the general public;

1  Tough er penalties for offen  ders who
breach bail (Aug 27).

The Australian Medica | Association's

Northe rn Territory branch says it would

consider supporting the  decriminali satio n of

a range of drugs (Sep).

The Alcohol and Other Drugs Association of

the Northern T  erritory (AADANT)  became an
incorporated body and held their first Policy
Forum for the AOD Sect or (Nov 30).

NT Mini -Budget 2012 -2013 released.
Revealed intentto a bolish the Smart Court
and the Alcohol and other Drug Tribunal (as

a means of saving funds) (Dec).

NT Police sei zed crystal methamphetamine,
steroids and 362 tablet s containing PMMA
and arrested three males in connection with

a suspected drug s yndicate th at was
sourcing drugs froma  Sydney -based Middle
Eastern crime group and selling themouto f
a Darwin hotel room.  The PMMA tablets
were being mar ket ebkc)as

The Northern T erritory announced their

First Report of the Queensland

Mental Health Commissi  on Advisory
Committee released: on formation of a
mental health commission. (NB. Model was
rejec ted by Newman governme  nt) (Jan).

Al nquiry into severe su
dependence: amo del for inv olunt ary
detoxification and
to likely dissolution (Feb).

reha

Queen sland Liberal National ~ Party (LNP)
elected, under Premier Campbell Newman.
Key policy platforms  included:

1  Establish a permanent major crime
squad, based o nthe Gold Coast:

1  Take a hardline approach to drug
traffickers & dealers who target children
with tou gh sentencing laws;

T I ntroduce tough new unexplained
wealth and drug traff  icker declarations;

1 Drug traffickers to serve at least 80%
of their sentence be fore being eligible
for parole

1  Establish a Queensland Mental Health
Commission (QMHC)  (Mar 24).

Passage of legislation fort  he establishment
of the Queensland Mental Health
Commission (QMHC) (March 2013) with
commencement 1 July 2013.

The Federal Governme ntannounce d thata
Task Force would be established to examine
organised crime on the Brisbane waterfr ont.
This will begini n early 2013  (May).

A heroin distribution network o perating in
south -east Queensland, with alleged links to
Balkan crime groups, wa s detected following
an 18 -month covert investigation
codenamed Operation Storm.  The
investigation was  conducted by the
and Misconduct Commission (CMC),
Queensland Police Service, New South

Wales Drug Squad and the Australian

Federal Police said the  network has oper ated
for six years (2006 -2012) (May).

The Crime and Misconduct
Proceeds o f Crime team restraine  d the
assets of the purported leader of the heroin
distribution network (a  rrested through
Operation Storm). The order covered assets
including 2 pro perties, 5 cars and a boat:
worth an estimated $216,195 (Aug).

Queensland State Budget 2012 -2013
released. O utlined a number of areas of
major cuts, including:

Crime
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case management. A total of $1.12 million
has been provided over two yea rs (Jun).

The ACT Labo r Party and the ACT Greens
(Mr Shane Rattenbury MLA) signed a
parliamentar y agreement that they would
festablish a
program at t he
was one of the conditions made in order to
form a minority government, f  ollowing the
2012 ACT Election (Nov 2).

The Human Rights Amendment Bill 2012
was adopted, adding  section 27A Right to
educationto the act. T his entered into force
on1Jan 2013 (Aug).

Ms Katy Gallagher MLA, ACT Chief Minister
and Minister for Health ta  bled the report

iThe Review of the Neged
and Alcohol Rehabil itation Services in the
ACT, 20120 and theateHeal f{

respons e to the report in the ACT Legislative
Assembly. Key conclusions from the report:

1 Thereis no strong evidence of a need
to increase the number of residential
rehabi litation beds inthe A CT;

1  There is evidence of barriers for many
people to acces sing treatm entand
support services, including residential
rehabilitation programs, which need to
be r emoved.

Recommendation s included:

1  Providing referrers, prospective client
and family members / friends of those
with alcohol, tobacco and other drug
(AT OD) problem s, with more detailed
information about the eligibility
criteria, structure and content of
programs and expectati  ons of those
who participate in programs

1 Improve int ake, transition and
aftercare support  (Aug).

n e e dxthanga n d
AMC me drhic a |

S

announce d that the Grafton Correctional
Centre, a minimum an  d medium security
pris on on the far north coast of NSW, will be
downsized (from 243to 64i nmates)to
become a transient and remand centre
(Jun).

Over -dose Prevention Education and
Naloxone (OPEN) projec t commenced in
Sydney: Kirketon Road Centre. The goa

to reduce mortal ity and morbidity amongst
PWID, particularly by  educating PWID and
th eir c arers about opioid overdose

prevention and management and

prescribing take -home naloxo ne (Jun).

| was

Mental Heal th Act Review Discussion Paper
released with submiss ions invited until Dec
2012 (Sep).

Law Enforcement (Powers and
Responsibilities ) Amendment  (Kings
Cross and Railways Drug Detection)

Bill 2012 adopted. This  authorised the use
by po lice officers of dogs  for general

drug detection (without warrant) at any
public place in  the Ki ngs Cross precinct &
extended powers to use dogs across th e
entire ra ilway network (Oct 29).

Inquiry commenced by a Legislative Council
General Purpose Standing  Committee into
fiDrug and alcohol treatment 0 :evaluating
current polices w ith a particular focus  on
deterrence, treatment and rehabilitation

(Nov).

Inquir y commenced by a Legislative Council
General Purpose Standing Committee into
fiThe use of cannabisfor medi cal pur
Key issues include the efficacy and safety of
using can nabis for medical purp  oses; if and
how cannabis should be supplied for medical
use; the leg al im plications and issues and
any other related matters . A total of 122
submissions were r eceived. The inquiryi s
due to report in May 2013 (Nov).

NSW HIV Strategy 2012 -2015 adopted. As
part of this the NSW Coalition Government
committed to exp and Needle and Syringe
Program (NSP) access. Key strategies:
T more outlets for NSP distribution

1  more a utomatic dispensing ma
that allow 24hr access &

1  permitting people wh 0 obtain equipment
fro m NSP outlets to distribute that
equipment to peers withou t criminal
penalties (Dec).

chines

Alcohol and other drug Court Trib
be cut (Dec).

unal would

1  Loss of 14,000 FTE po sitions from the
public service.

T Queensl and Heaprdgladbs G
cuts of $120 million over four years.

1  Court Diversion and Referrals program
cuts of $5.015 mi  llionin 2012 i 2013
and $10.226 million in 2013 i 2014.

Of particular no te Premier Newman

anno unced that post ten years of operation

the Queensland drug  courts wou Id no longer

be funded (the Murri and special

circumstances courts were also de

(Sep).

QNADA released a new Policy Position 1

AThe role of AODtaliHealth he

Commission . 0 Thi s s up Newmdne d

Government 8s pr ospmestefd e g

Quee nsland Mental Health Commission

(QMHC). But, while arguing inclusion of AOD

within QMH C would be beneficial, it

advocated for specialist AOD input:

1 Duetothe specialist nature of A OD
treat ment services an
policy framework, on  going refor m of the
sector from within the QMHC will be
best achieved by the assigning of
responsibili ty and leadership to a
designated position, such as a Deputy
Commissioner for AOD (Sep).

Queensl| and Health contracted Siggins Miller
to conduct f@looha an sdl Giher
Drugs Residential Service Sector Mapping
and Review Project.o

QNADA release d a position paper on
frecover y and har m mi Thismi s g
argues that inthe  Australian context  the
primary goal of treatment and prevention

should remain  harm minimisa tion (Sep).

-funded)

Queensland Government released the

di scussion paper: fAEsta
Queensland Mental HealthC o mmi ssi on
This outlined the proposed model for the

QMHC (with one month  for feedback) (Oct).

A new Mental Health Alcohol and Othe r
Drugs Bra nch | ocated within the Health
Services and Clinical Innovation Division

came into existence . Responsibility fort he
AOD agenda, which had rested in one unit

(the Alcohol and Drug Treatmen t Strategy
Unit), was split across this and another

branch within the Health Services and
Clinical Innovation Division, under the

rationale of better integratin g the AOD
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agenda acros s the division. Accordingly

responsibility is spilt ~ across the branchesfo r

Mental Health Alcohol and Other Drugs and

the Chief Heal th Officer in 4 separate teams:

1  Lead responsibility for ongoing AOD
policy and AODS treatment is deli vered
by the Partnersh ips and Programs Team
(Planning and Partnerships Uni  t, Mental
Health Alcoh ol and Other Drugs Branch)

1  AOD Prevention is delivered by the
Intergo vernm ental Partnership Team
(Preventive Health Unit, Chief Health
Officer Branch)

1  Opioid t reatment and monitorin g is
delivered by the Medicines, Regulation
and Qual ity Team (Health Prote  ction
Unit, Chief Health Officer Branch)

1 Needle Syringe P rograms are delivered
by the Blood Borne Virus and Sexually
Transmitted Infection team
(Communicable D iseases Unit, Chief
Health Officer Branch)  (Oct).

Criminal Law Amendment Bi Il (No. 2) 2012

introd uced outlining:

f Introduction of a new
s u p p offgnée in the Drugs Misuse Act
1986 for drug traffickers who target
children. Offenders  are liable to a max
penalty of life  imprisonment for a
schedule 1 drug and 25 yrs for a
schedule 2 drug and

1  The conditions for the cessation of the
Queens | and éosrtbp30u guneC
2013 and transitional arrangements. A
gradual approach to the termination of
the Drug Court has been adopted  to
allow offenders, currently subject to an
intensi ve drug rehabilitation order
under the Drug Court Act 2000, time to
complete the ir order (N ov).

Queensland Mental Health Commission Bill

2012 tabled, to establish:

1 aMental Health Co mmission and

T a Mental Health Alcohol and Other
Drugs Advisory Council ~ (Nov).

Youth Justice (Boo t Camp Orders) and Other
Legislation Amendment Act 2012 pa ssed
(Nov).

Queensland Crime and Misconduct

Commi ssion released a ng¢
drug marketsin Queens!| and. é&th€h
MDMA market is showing signs of a

resurgence and is continuingtoa ttract
organised crime (Dec).
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QLD Drug Action Plan ceased i with new
stra tegic planning pending establishment of
the QMHC (Dec).

2011 The Minister for Communit  y Services NSW Premier Kristina Keneally opened the The Northern Territory Council of Social Eight years post freezing the assets of

releaseda di scussion paper
diversionary frameworkf or t he ACTO
ackn owledged the need for a much more

whole of government appr ~ oach to div ersion
(Feb).

Knowledge Consulting report released:

fiReport of the Independent Review of

Operations at the Alexan  der Maconochie

Centre. 0 Report examined th
months of operationa  nd noted concerns

about a lack of coordination of some dru g
policies and procedures (Mar).

New report released: fiHg¢
Young Peopl e i n ottshewedd CT ¢
the use of illicit substances by young people

decreased. For ex ample, lifetime use
amongst those aged 12  -17 decreased from
20.3%in 2005 to 14. 8% in 2008,
continuing the downward trend since 1996
(37.5%). Use of at least one substance in

the las t week also declined: ~ from 4.8% in
2005 to 3.7% in 2008 (Apr).

Burnetrepo rt (2010 -2011)tabled inthe ACT
Legislative Assembly: A Ext er nal co
of th e evaluatio n of drug policies and
services and their subsequent effects on
prisoners and staff within the Alexander
Maconoch i e C e nKey fandings were:
1  High prevalence of | ifetime and current
illicit drug use at the AMC and evidence
of trafficking ofd rugsintot he prison.
1  Reports of at least one case of in -prison
transmission of HCV within the new

AMC.
1  Several positive pro  gram activities at
the AMC went some way to fulfilli ng

drug policy objecti  ves. However, these
constituted 6pocketés

Report ma de 69 recommendations inc:

1  Development of a specific drug policy
framework for the AMC;

1  Consultations with releva  nt
stakeholders to identify feasibility of a
trail N SP at the AMC & approp riate
models for its delivery;

1 Exploration of a model for provision of
naloxone to prisoners at release;

1  Swifter pharmacotherapy provision:
<48 hours after re  questing induction

(Apr).

state's se cond Drug Court in Toronto, citing
the success of the Para mattadrug court. A
third drug court was promised if Labor won
re-election (Mar).

New Liberal Premier
(28 Mar).

New report released by the NSW Auditor -
Gener al il E fs bf eawitioning M e s
Mi nor Cannabis Offenags
1 39,09 9 people cautioned.
1  Cautioned people reoffended less than

those charged.

Barry O Farrell electe d

1 Youth were less likely to be caut ioned in
2009 -10 than 2000 -01

1 Huge variation in caut  ion rates between
police commands e.g.  74% in Eastern
suburbs vs. 26% in Parrama  tta.

Recom mend ed reviewing barriers to

cautioning, particularly for young offenders

(Apr) .

New crime squad will be establis hed on

Sydney Harbour to target drug trafficking

and organized criminal th  rough NSW ports.

A key motivator was declining levels of

inspections by A ustralian Customs and

Border Control: just 3.6% of shipping

containers over the last 12 months.

Operation Pol aris, led by Detective

Superintendent Peter McErlain will comprise

25 NSW Police officers, 15 AFP agents, and

operatives from the NS W and Austr alian

Crime Commissions (May).

Mental Health Minister Kevin Humphries

made headlines when  he was photographed
with a synthetic cannabinoid, Kronic, on

Oxford Street Wy is this MP buyi ng a bag
of weed?0 The Minister
the p roduct coul d have a potency up to 100
times greater than marijuana and cause
hallucinations and psycho  sis (14 Jun).

NSW Gove rnment announced ban on the
sale and use of syntheti ¢ cannabinoids
includi ng Kronic, Spice, Kaos Voodoo,

Mango and Northern Lights. From 8 July
201 1 cannabinoids will be listed under
Schedule 1 of the Drug Misuse and

Trafficking Act 1 985 (along with cannab  is
and heroin etc) and require retailers and

Services (NTCOSS) in itiated moves to
estab lish a formal AOD Peak for the
Northern Territory:t  he Alcohol and Other
Drugs Association of the Northern Territory
(AADANT).

NT Drug Summit:  fForging the Future i
Practical Responses to Contemporary
I s s u @prd3).

Alarge two day police operationint he aim
of deterring drug and alcohol distribution to

the Northern Territor  y resulted in the

seizure of $2385 in cash and 367 grams o f
cannabis. Operation revolved around 48 hr

road blocks on both Larapinta Drive and the
Tanami Highway and was undertaken by  the
Alice Springs Substance Abuse Intelligence
Desk, Drug Intelligence Un it and Dog
Operations Unit, members of the Darwin

Remote C ommunity Dr ug D esk and
Hermannsburg Police and Southern Traffic
operations (May).

Regulations amendin g the Misuse of Drugs
Act banned a total of 18 substances used to
manufact ure synthetic cannabis  (including
Kronic) (12 Aug)

A further five substancesw  ere addedt o the
banned list of synthetic cannabis (31 Aug).

NT Attorney Gener aReviaweof
the Northern Territ  ory Youth Justice
Sy st e Keyfindings:

1  NT youth of fendingistrendingup  wards
in a number of areas
1  The no. of young people involve din the

justice system is small but is
increasing.

1  Young people in detention are more
likely to be on  remand than serving
sentences

Key recommendations included:

T Increase inv estment in police dive
and expand diversion programs

1  Establish a new unit  with respon sibility
for administering all youth justice
system services

1  Develop a new youth justice s
(Oct).

rsion,

trategy

Charles Edward C annon, a convicted

met hamphetamine trafficker, the Qld

Supreme Court made a land  mark procee ds
of crime ruling:  State of Qld v Cannon

[2011] QSC 075 (03/1166) Brisb Applegarth

J 8/04/ 2011. Theruling marke d the end of
the stateds | on gpeoseed soh d
crime battle and  meant that Cannon, who it
was alleged had earned $27 milli on through
his methamphetamine business, was

ordered to pay back $4.2 million in crime
proceeds to the  Qld government  (Apr).

Qld Government announced intention to put
forwmarda new b CriminalL aw
Amendment Bill 20116 to
cannabinoids a nd to amend the Drugs

Misuse Act 1986 to revise the definition of
banned 6anal ogueso6. odehe
to addresstheri se of new 01 ega
that mimic known illici  t substances, and

elim inate the current requirement that an

analogue is only ban ned when th ere is proof
that the new substance has a similar

chemical structure and effect to schedule d
dangerous drugs. Und  er the proposal any
substance that ihavedi
substantially s imilar pharmacological effect
as known illicit drugs will be banned. The
proposed bill will be subject to consultation

by stakeholders including the Sentencing
Advisory Committee (Ju  n).

Queensland Drug Action Plan 2011 -2012
released. Plan seeks to reduce cannabis use
and heavy drinking by 11% by 2012 (Jun).

Crime and Misc ondu ct Commission issue a

nt e

6schoolies alertd about
peaks in supply and us e (Sep).
OQONADArelease d a new report:
Capacity in Alcohol and Dr  ug Services i The
Quee nsland Experience i A Tough but

Perfect ConOGcl)uenceodo (

Premier An na Bligh announced that the
Queensland Government would establish an
independent Mental Hea  Ith Commission (the
Commission) from 1 July 2012 to drive
improved perform  ance, coordination and
transparency in the delivery of mental

health servicesin  Queensland (Oct).

The Alcohol and Other Drugs
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Mr Michael Moore, CEO of the Public Health
Association of Australia (  PHAA) was engaged
by the ACT Government, to respond to the
Burnet Rep ort by: assessing barriers and
enablers to implementation of an NSP in the
AMC; & investiga ting models for delive  ry

(May).
Minister for Health, Katy Gallagher MLA,
become Chief Minister o fthe ACT (May).

Petition signed by 86% of the Alexander
Maconochie C entr e's correctional officers
called on the ACT Legislative Assembly to

reject any proposal  for a needle and syri  nge
program at the AMC. Put together by the
Communit y and Public Sector Un ion it stated
t hat \Wooking environmentin the AMC is
already dan gerous enough and we will
actively fight any proposal to make it worse

by introducing needl e syringes into our
workplace . 0 P e twasttabledrby

opposition Liberal  corrections spokesman
Jeremy Hanson (21 Jun).

Chief Minister and Minister for Health, Kat vy
Gallagher MLA tabled the ACT Government's
final response to Burnet Report (evaluation

of drug policies and serv ices at the AMC),
arising actions and timelines. The ACT
Government announ  ced no immediate
disagreement with any of the 69

recommend ations. Ins tead, 20 were agreed
to in full, including the need to develop a

drug strategy for the AMC and to improve
the gov ernance structure overseeing policies
and services. Another 26 recommendat  ions
were agreed to in principle, including

exploration of the develo pment and
implementation of a program to provide
Naloxone to at -risk prisoners on release (28
Jun).

Under local medicines laws the ACT
Government automatically adop ted the
decision of th e Therapeutic Goods Authority
to prohibit from 6 July eigh t synthetic
cannabinoids. This made manufacturing,
possession, supply and/or use within the

ACT illega | from 8 Jul (amnesty on
prosecution was provided until Aug 8) (Jul).

Public Health Association  of Australia report

rel eased: ABal anci ng: ac/(
meeting t he challenge of blood borne
viruses in prison - report for the ACT

Government into the impl ementation of a

NSPatt he Al exander Maconaq

consume rs to arrange for safe destruction of

all supplies (28 June).

Former assistant d irector inv estigations for
the NSW Crime Commission, Mark Standen,
was found guilty of conspiring to i mport and
supply 300kg of pseudoephedrine and
conspiring to pervert the co urse of justice.
Durin g the trial Crown prosecutor Tim

Game, SC, allegedthatgi venthirty years of
involvement in law enforcement agencies,
including Australian Customs, Australian

Federal Police and int  imate involvement in
gathering intelligence on drug syndicates

and money | aundering, it was harder to
imagine a O6greatest brasHg¢
later sentenced to 22 years imprisonment:

HR v Standen [2011] NSWSC 1422 (8

December 20 11) (Aug and Dec).

The finding that Mark Standen was involved

in organized crim e sparked r enew ed calls for
a Royal Commission of the NSW Crime
Commission (Aug).

NSW Police Minister Mike Gallacher rejecte d
calls for a full Royal Commission, but

established a special commission  of inquiry
into the NSW Crime Commission to review
thecom mi s s i otnudtiwe asd

accountability (Aug).

NSW 2021 plan released. NSW 2021 is the

10 year strategi ¢ plan setting immedia te
priorities for action and guiding resource

alloca tion in conjunction wi  th the NSW
Budget. Key priority actions include:

establish dedicated metr opolitan drug
treatment facilities focused on treatment

and rehabilitation; encourage g reater use of
non i cust odial punishment for less serious
offenders and crea te availability and ac  cess
to diversionary program; r eview treatment
and interve ntion progr ams to identify ways
to increase completion rates; improve the

way government agencies shar e information
to deliv er integrated services and

management of offenders; assist in

diverting pe ople with mental health

problems out of the criminal justi ce system
and i nto services which meet their needs
(Sep).

Report of the Special Commission of Inquiry
into the New South Wal  es Crime
Commission released. The report by retired
judge David Patten fou  nd no evidence that
any members are engaged in criminal

Treatment Strategy Unit (AODTSU) became
part of the Me ntal Health Alcohol an  d Other
Drugs Directorate (see also (Oct).

Queenslan d Mental Health Commis  sion
Advisory Committee was established (Nov).

il nqg u itorsgveré s ubstance

dependence: a model for involuntary
detoxification and reha
by the Health and Disabi lities Committee of

the Queensland Parliament. The i nquiry
sought to repor t on a model for the
involuntary detoxification and rehabi litation

of per sons with severe substance
dependence, including  examining the
potential benefits and ¢ osts of implementing
a model for the involuntary medicated
detoxification and rehabilitation of ~ persons
with severe substance dependence and
examining initiatives in  oth er Australian and
international jurisdictions (Dec).
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Report made 7 rec ommendations including

thatt he ACT Corrections Management Act

2007 be amendedt orequiret he

establishment of an NSP at the AMC. Key

evidence to support this was the high

number of IDU in the prison (at hird of

inmates had reported injecting drugs) and

th at an unregulated NSP  already operated,

controlled by prisoners not health worke rs.

Three m odels for an NSP were put forward:

1 Model 1: A contained  NSP;

1 Model 2: Equipment provision f rom
existing AMC healt h centre;

1 Mo de l 3: 60ne for one

vending s tyle machines (Jul).

ACT Government provided 6 weeks of public
consultation on  the PHAA R eport views and
recommendations (Jul  -Sep).

Following the 6 July scheduling by the
Therapeut ic Goods Administratio n (TGA) of
eight synthetic cannabinoids,t he ACT
adopted the changes und  er local medicines
laws. This made it illegal from 8 July to
manufac ture, obtain, possess, supply, sell
and/or use products containing synthetic
cannabis inth e ACT (Jul).

Practice directions for a new ACT Youth Drug
and Alcohol Cou rt (YDAC) were adopted

The program, starting as a two year trial on

1 Dec 2011, soughtto provide apre -
sentence diversionary opportunity for

children and young offenders with a

dem onstrable alcohol ord  rug problem (Jul).

Justice and Community Safety Dire ctorate,

ACT Road Safe ty Action Plan 2011 -2013 and

ACT Road Safety Strategy 2011 -2020
adopt ed. Both include roadside drug testing
initiatives  (Nov) .

Street Law Report released -AThe
Downward Spiral: How  afine can
cause homel essness in
identified that the ~ ACT infringement system
was having a disproportionately ne gative
impa ct o n vulnerable populations, including
those with serious AOD issues (Nov).

Au st r a lrst oaeddsse managemen t
program that provides naloxone (Narcan ®)
on presc ription to potential o verdose victims
launched. Training will be conducted for

opioid users and other potential overdose
witnesses over atwo  -year year period with
200 participants.  Eligible participants ~ who
successfully complete the training will be

tt |

activity, but  concluded that the existing
accountability mechanisms were inadequate.
Key recommendations included that an

Insp ector be appointed to oversee the NSW
Crime Commissi on, ensure compliance  with
the law, assess the effectiveness of

procedures and d eal with co mplaints of
misconduct (Nov).

Attorney General, Greg Smith SC announced
the establishment  of the first dedicated
alcohol and drug rehabilitation prison facility

in NSW, which will provid e an Intensive
Drug and Alcohol Treatment Program

(IDATP) for male an d female inmates . The
first phase will involve a 62  -bed unit for
male inmates at John Moron  y Correctional
Centre , to open in February 2012. Eligible
offenders will b e sentenced inmates wi  th a
documented history of problematic drug

and/or alcohol use, with a minimum or
medium security classification (Nov).

Attorney General, Greg Smith SC announce d
the establishment of  the s econd

metropolitan drug court: at the D owning
Centre Local Court, op  posite Hyde Park

(Nov).

Figures obtained by the NSW Gree ns though
Parliamentary questioning showed that NSW
police sniffer dogs were wrong 4 out of 5

times wh en they indicate peopl e had drugs
on them. This led Greens MP David

Shoebr idge MLC to conclude t he high error
rate, and high level of public humiliation,

showed the prog ram must be halted (Dec).
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presc ribed naloxone by a Ge  neral
Practitioner upon reaching a level of
competence and assessment . The program
will be evaluated by an external evaluation

team led by Associate Professor P aul Dietze
and Profess or Simon Lenton  (Dec).

2010

Government released for publ ic comment its
propose d bill for roadside drug testing. The

Road Transport (Drug Driving) Bill2 010 was
argued to be a comprehensive bill that

would fit w ithin exist ing policies on human

rights and harm minimisation (27 May).
Former ACT Supreme Court judge Ken
Crispin published a bo ok, AThe QU

Justice, 0 whi c hewgrordugs. o |
Init he states that treating illicit drug use as

a criminal ju stice probl em h as not and will

never work (May).

The Alcohol Tobacco and Other Drug
Association Austra lian Capital Territory  Inc
(ATODA), was launched as the new
independent pe ak body for the ACT AT OD
sector. It provides for members from both

the non -gover nmentand g over nment
sectors (18 Jun).

ACT Human Rights Commissioner provided
her opinion that the opp  osition bill for
roads ide drug testing was non  -compliant
with the ACT Huma n Rights Act since it
failed the proportionality test: it would

impinge on human  rights but did not
guarantee doing so would lead to justifiable
community benefit. She also argued th at
there was conflict ~ with the ACT drug
legislation, as the ACT had decrim inalised
possession of personal supply of cannabis
yet random roadside drug test ing would
impose serious criminal sanctions on the use
of cannabis (29 Jun) .

Road Transport (Alcohola  nd Drugs)
(Random Drug Testing) Amendment Bill
2009 passed by the oppositi  on party
(Liberals) an d the Greens for testing of
cannabis, ecstasy and amphetam ines (30
Jun).

The ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug
Strategy 2010 -2014 adopted. Specific aims
were minimising harm, impro  ving health
and social well -being, developing eviden
based policies and implementing the
Strategy Action Plan in a manner that
respects, prot ects and promotes human
rights. 66 strategic priorities were specified

ce-

NSW Health funded KPMG to conduct a new
and independent evaluation into the
effectivenes s and efficiency of the Medically
Supervised Injecti  ng Centre.

Media repo rts increasing use of an ecstasy
like stimulant T mephedro ne or miaow
miaow i following increased border seizures
and accounts of use in dance scenes
including Newcastle where it was

to have been sold for $2 a hit (Mar).

Arr ests for possession an  d use of cocaine in
NSW increased 55% from 486 in 2008 to

753 in 2009 pro mpting calls by the NSW
Bureau of Crime Research and Statistics

that more cocaine was g  etting into the
countr y (Apr).

An integrated mental health, drug and

alco hol and community heal  th facility 71 the
O6Br i en iCwasdpenedat StVincent 6
Hospita I. The centre aimed to provide a

more coordinated one  -stop approach to
meeting needs e.g.d  etox, opioid treatment
anxiety disorder units and mental health

workers ( May).

reported

NSW attorney ge neral announced that

eleven years following the establishe d of the
1st NSW drug court in Parramatta a 2 nd drug
court would be established in Toronto, NSW.

The cited reason was recent  evidence of
effectiveness (17 Jun).
Oppositionlead er Barry Odmharr ¢

remained ficoncernedo th
Supervised In jecting Cen tre had fAnot
goal of providing a pathway for users to

access services to end their addiction
he want ed proof that the centre was helping
to end addictio n before he would cons ider
calls for the centre to be made permanent

(16 Jun).

The Greens ¢ andidate for the federal seat of
Wentworth, Matthew Robertson called on

the NSW Government  and Opposition to end
the trial period for the Kings Cross Medically
Super vised Injecting Centre (MSIC) and
make it permanent (27 Jun).

BOCSAR releasedne w r e p oTrehdsinf

Substance Abuse Intel ligence Desk targeted
cannabis and amphetamine trafficking on
major r oute s and highways entering and
exiting the Northern Territory.

Review of the Alcohol and O  ther Drug
Service Comp onents of the Northern
Territory Emergency Response ZFinal Report
release d. This noted that while the Northern
Territory Interventi  on (introdu ced 21 June
2007) expanded some AOD services due to
fears that it would lead to more demand for
AOD detoxification/services, there were a
number of problems with the process. Key
problems included:

1  The absence of involvement of the NGO
sector i nthe discu ssions. For example,
while the AOD Working Group
(established in Nov 2007) was
consulted this did not include
representation from this sector.

T Swift timelines led  to some poor
decision making which was not in the
best interest of the NT AOD se rvices
e.g. emp hasis upon expansion rather
than capacity of organisations.

Recommended:

1  That the operation of an independent
peak body be funded for all AOD
programs in the N T regardless of the
nature of the organisation in which they
operate.

That alon gterm coop erative plan for the

development of AOD services in the

Northern Territory be developed (May).

Crime and Misconduct Commission enquiry
into claims Gold Coast police officers have
been inv olved with organised crime gangs,
including outlaw bikies,
dealing them through big Gold Coast
nightclubs (Feb).

Crime and Misconduct Commission Report
released Alllicit drug
A strategicasse s sment . 0
that methyl -amphetamine continued to pose
the highest risktoth e Qld community, but
was likely to pose a decreasing risk in the
future due to law enforcement activities.

But, the risk of two drugs was deemed to be
increasing: co caine due to increased
supply/use and ecstasy due to changes in
patterns of use  namely use of m ultiple
tablets in a session (Feb).

Queensl andoés chief
Jeannette Young, announced that doctors
had to be more careful when prescribing
drugs containing pseudoephed rine (PSE),
which could be used in the production of

illic it amphetam ines. Data from pharmacy
audits, data from the Pharmacy Guild of
Australia and information from the
Queensland Police Service State Drug
Investigation Unit had indic ated increased
repeat and bulk prescriptions (Apr).

Criminal Organisation Act 2
Act seeks to increase Qld police powers to
disrupt & restrict the activities of
organisations involved in serious criminal
activity. The Act enables the Police
Commissioner to applyt o the Supreme
Court to declare an
organisati on dor a 5 year period; to enact
control orders against individual members,
such as preventing association with any
member of a O6cri minal
provide for public safety and fortification
removal orders; and to create a new offence
of contrave ning a control order, which
carries a maximum penalty of 3 years' jail

for the first offence & 5 years' jail for
subsequent offences (15 Apr).

largest organised

or

Operation Warrior, the

importing drugs and

R e diedr t

heal {
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based on the size an d severity of the

prob lem, evidence of effectiveness of

interventions and  the environmental fact  ors

that facilitate or impede effective

implementation. Ke y intervent ions included:

1  Implement a local warning system
regarding drug market & drug -related
harms;

1 Ensure prisoners & ot  her detainees can
access the same community  -based AO D
programs in & postd  etention;

1 Develop a specific policy framework to
support consumer pa rticipation in drug
treatment & support services; &

1 Implement national clinical guidelines
for the management of drug use during
pregnancy, birth & early years (Jun)

Amanda Bresnan MLA  for the ACT Greens
released a new paper 0611
Needle and Sy ring e Program in the

Al exander Maconochie Cel
consultation. The paper propos ed that a

needle syrin ge program be introduced into

the ACT prison (Jul).

Repeal of Part 9 of t he Drugs of Dependence
Act 1989 led to end of the Treatmen t
Referral Prog ram (TRP) program (Aug).

ACT Chief Minister, Mr Stanhope, said that

in light of the New  South Wales
Governmen t's decision to formalise an
injecting room in Sydne  y's Kings Cross, he
will now consider the idea of introducing a
needle syringe p rogramint henew
Alexander Maconochie Centre (Sep)

Paper 'Implementing a Needle and Syringe
Program in the Alexander Maco nochie
Centre 0 Summary of responses to
discussion pap er', prepared by Amand a
Bresnan, ACT Greens MLA, tabled in the
Legislative Assem bly forthe ACT (Nov.)

The first Annual General Meeting of the

Alcohol Tobacco and Other Drug Associat ion
ACT Inc. (ATODA) ¢ onducted, with Ms Anne
Kirwin elected as the inaugur al President
(Nov.)

Expanding Naloxone Availability in the ACT
(ENAACT) Committe e formed, a gov ernance
group that sought to provide expert

guidance and support the development of a
program to expand Nalox  one availability in
the ACT. Key members include:

A Canberra Alliance for ~ Harm Minimisation

and Advocacy (lead)

property and illicit drug crime around the
Medically Supervised Injecting Centre in
Kings Cross: Anupd ate. 0 Report
there was no evidence that th e MSIC had
caused a ne gative impact on robbery,

property crime or drug offences in Kings
Cross (Sep).

KPMG evaluation of the Medically Supervised
Injecting Centre (MSIC) from 2007 -2010
released. Core fin dings were that since
introduction MSIC had received
approximately 70,000  visits per year and:

1  managed 3,426 overdose events with
no deaths ons ite;

1  provided a gateway to drug treatment
and other services, with 8,508 referrals
(3,871t odrug treatment) sinc e
commencement; &

1  reduced problems with public injec ting,
as evidenced by a decrease in reported
sighting of public injecting from 5 5% in
2000 to27% in 2010 (Sep 14).

Drug Misuse and Trafficking Amendment
(Medically Supervised Injec  ting Centre) Bill
2010 adopted. This removed the trial status
of the Kings Cross Medically Super vised
Injecting Centre, thereby enabling the

centre that h ad been ope rating since May
2001, to become a permanent fixture. The

bill was adopted with 22 votes of support
and 15 agains t (4 Nov).

NSW Director of Public Prosecutions Nick
Cowdery QC, who is set  to retire in March
2011, released his own legislative age nda
that in clud ed decriminalising  drug use,
possession and small -scale trafficking. He
said that the ¢ urrent approach to ill icit drugs
was "ineffective, wasteful and inconsider ate
of the human right s of those

concerned" (Nov).

Former NSW Police analyst Ter  ry Gregorio u
sentenced to 14 months imprisonment for
leaking confidential police documents to the
Coma ncheros motorcycle gan g (Dec).

New interactive website providing drug and
alcohol information f  or young people T Your
Room i was launched. The website,a n
initiativ e of NSW Health and the Alcohol and
Drug Information Service (ADIS), provides

an Ato Zof drugs and their effect s,
helplines, campaigns and treatment options
(Dec).

crime investigation in the Crime and

Mi sconduct Co imsdrydetiesctadas
national poly -drug syndicate
(methamphetamine, ecstasy and cannabis)
linked to outlaw motorcycle gangs that

crossed south -east Queensland, North
Queensland, Sydney and Melbourne.  Large
quantities of drugs were also seized

including 3544 ecstasy tab lets and 25 litres
of precursor GBL (capable of producing 60

litres of GHB) (May).

Inquiry into addressing cannabis -related
harm in Queensland received public
submis sions and held public  inquiries.

Chief Justice of Queensland, Paul de Jersey,
addressed th e 12" International Criminal
Law Congress in Brisbane spoke of the
benefits of considering creative solutions to
illicit drugs. He commended the Swiss
response tot he heroin problem, thr ~ ough
heroin prescription and provision of
supervised injec ting rooms, and the
Portuguese decriminalisation of illicit drug
use (Oct).
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A ACT Ambulance Ser vice;

A ACT Corrections Health;

A ACT Health;

A ATODA;

A Burnet Institute;

A National Drug Research In  stitute; &
A Pharmacy Guild, ACT Branch  (Nov).

ACT 2011/2012 Budget Submi ssion for a
program in volving peer administration of
Naloxone. Budgeted $100,000 per year f or
24 month trial involving 200 participants

(Dec).

The ACT Legislative Assembly asked the
Attorney -General to d irect the ACT Human
Rights Commission to conduct an inquiry
into the youth  justice system, and to
undertake a Human Rights Audit of
Youth Justice Centre (Dec).

Bimberi

2009

Human Rights ACT 2004  (ACT): The First
Five Years of Operation Report released.
Concluded that the Human Rights Act  has
improved the quality of law -making in the
Territory by  ensuring h uman rights concerns
are given due consideration in the framing

of new legislation and policy (Jun).

Workshop on Strategic Directions and
Governance for the ACT AOD  Sector held at
Univers ity House, ANU, Canberra: resolved

to establish an incorpo  rated ACT A TOD Peak
body. Resolution subsequently endorsed by

the ACT ATOD services Executive Directors
Group (Jul 27 -28).

Draft ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug
Strategy 20 10-2014 released for p  ublic
comment and consultation (Nov).

Draft ACT Comorbidit y Strategy released for
public comment and consultation (Dec).

Opposition police spokesman Jeremy

Hanson tabled a bill - Road Transport

(Alcohol and Drugs) (Random Drug Testing )
Amendment Bill 2009 - seeking to give

police powers to conduct roadside drug

testing for cann abis, ecstasy and
amphetamines, similar to provisions in place

in other Australian jurisdictions.

Consideration of the Bill was deferred (Dec).

The NSW Supreme  Court ruled thatthe N SW
Department of Human Services had been in
serious abuse of their po sition in demanding
that parents who use cannabis were unfit to

care for a child, and ordered the return of

two removed children (Jan).

NSW Drug and Alcohol Treatmen  t Act
enacted which  provides for the involuntary
treatment of persons with a sev ere

substan ce d ependence. The act is being

trialed for an initial period of 18 months in

Auburn, Blacktown, Blue Mountains,

Hawkesbury, Holroyd, Lithgow, Parramatta

and Penrith council areas and The Hills

Shire. Under the act health workers, family

members and other inte rested parties may

refer a severely drug or alcohol dependant
person to a medical practitioner for

assessment. Individuals will be involuntarily

detained for tre  atment (for an initial period

lasting up to 28 days) provided they meet

the foll owing crite ria:

1 thatthey have a
dependence, &

1  care, treatment or control of the person
is necessary to protect the person from
serious harm &

1 the personis| ikely to benefit from
treatment for his or her substance
dependence but has refu  sed treatme nt
&

1 no other appropriate and less restrictive
means for dealing with the person is
reasonably available. The trial will be
evaluated by KPMG (Feb).

severe substance

The Prison In -Reach Program commenced at
Darwin Correctional Centre. Th e program
consists of five multi  -disciplinary team
members who offer comprehensive alcohol

and other drug assessments, intensive
counseling, group work and aftercare

support to  all prisoners at DCC  and the Don
Dale Juvenile Detention Centre (Jan).

New Sub stance Abus e Intelligence Desk
(SAID) and Drug Operation Unit (DOU)
established in Katherine, in the goal of
reducing cross -border supply of licit and
illicit substances in the  the Northern
Regional Police Command, including East
Arnhem, Nhulunbuy, Groote Eylandt and
Milingimbi areas . This followed the success
of the first SAID established in Alice Springs
(Feb).
Northern Territory Government announced a
finew era in correcti  onso . Key t o theh
development of a new Darwin Correctional
Precinct that would incl ude:
1  an 800 bed Correctional Centre with

additional capacity for a further 200

beds;
1  a30 bed Secure Mental Health and

Behavioural Management Facility

(MHBMF); and
A a 48 bed Supported Acco mmaodation

and Program Centre for community

based offenders  (Feb).

Followi ng an internal departmental review
the Opioid Pharmacotherapy Program and
withdrawal treatment services introduced a
new time effective treatment approach to

the

The Courier Mail commenced a three month
series of article® ®dallgsd
which aimed to fAspur
drive governm ent action on ecstasy and

amphetamine use. o Key
Aidrugs menace uncover
awash with drugso and

roul et t e.uder Wdil eamaigned to
get pill presses banned (Mar).

Queensland Legislative A

paper by Drug

suicide, schizophrenia and other ill

to the Social Development Committee for

investigation and report. The e nquiry was

explicitly asked to consider:

1  The risks associated with cannabis use
particula rly for youth; &

1  Strategies to reduce cannabis use in
Queensland (20 May).

Telecommunications Interception Act 2009
commenced. Act enabled use of
telecommunications interception by Qld
Police Service and Qld Crime Commission to
target criminals  involved in  serious and
organised crime (18 Jun).

ssembly ref erred

A two -year joint operation between
Queensland Police and the Australian Crime
Commission claimed to have smashed a
Goldcoast b ased drug -trafficking syndicate
that included senior members of the Finks
outlaw motorcycle club. The operation
culminated with the arrest of 41 people after
two Finks clubhouses and the homes of
members and associates were raided (Nov).
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Research by BOCS AR into the link betwe en case management. Under th e new approach
methamphetamine and violence found that clients attend an eight  -session relapse
after adjustin g for a num ber of risk factors pre vention pro gram followed by a four -
for re -offending (e.g. age, sex, Indigenous session coping skills program.
status), offend_ers with a prior conviction for Completion of $4M capital redevelopment of
an amphetamine offence were no more Banyan House. This enabled the centre that
likely than those  with no prior drug off ~ ences was first establishedi  n 1978 to be
to be subsequently charged with a violent converted into a modern residential
offence (F eb). rehabilitation centre.

NSW He alth commenced a state  -wide New arra ngements to  sup port withdrawal
Aboriginal Drug and Alcohol Traineeships service options introduced in Alice Springs.
program in the non  -government sector. The These arrangements were based on a
program aimed to increase the number of partnership between Drug and Alcohol
tertiary quali - fied Aboriginal Druga  nd Services Association (DASA)  and Alcohol
Alcohol workers in the non  -government and Other Drugs Services Central Australia
sector (Jun). (ADSCA) in the aim of str  eamlining r eferral
Draft NSW Yout h Health Policy released pathways, enhancing medical supervision
2010 -2015 for consultation (Dec). and support and assisting clients to access
NSW Health commenced a 4 month services they need.

statewide social marketing campaign aimed

at warning people aged 18  -25 of the

dangersofclubdr ugs: #@ADon't | e

you this summer p &WHaalths ¢

partn ered with festival organizers e.g.

Homebake and used posters and

advertisements in street press, music and

festival websites, nightclubs and outdoor

music events (Dec).

2008 ACT Governm ent released the adult ~ health Crime s Amendment (Drink and Food NT Gover nment adopted roadside drug Drugs Misuse Amendment Bill 2007 passed.

services plan for Canb e Spiking)Bill 2008 adopted. Bill created a testing for cannabis, amphetamines and Bill reclassified MDMA and PMA (an

Alexander Maconochie Centre. The plan
allowed the provision of bleach but not a
needle syringe program for inmates. The
strategy stated that the position would be
reviewed, as partofa  comprehensive
evaluat ion, 18 months after the prison was
commissioned (Mar).

The report o f the 2007 External Review of
the ACT Alcohol and Other Drug Service
System, undertaken by Siggins Miller on
behalf of ACT Health, was released.
Reviewers considered  the current
arrangeme nts, the changing needs of the
population, the issues affe  cting the A OD
service system, and its capacity to address
them. Reviewers recommended enhancing
the system capacity for pharmacotherapy
clients, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is
clients, rehabi litation and relapse
prevention, plus building AOD literac Y,
workforc e development and governance and
accountability. ACT Health initiated a
consultation process with stakeholders to

lander

new summary offence of
drink or food with an intoxicating substance

wit hintent to harmthe p  erson (max penalty
2 years imprisonment or $11,000 fine, o r

both) (Ma r).

MSIC survey of pharmaceutical opioid (PO)
injectors showed 72% commenced PO use
subsequent to heroin injection. PO use
appeared associated with lesser harms. e.g
Rate of heroin overd osewasO i 2.5 per
1000 visits for PO injectors compared to 4.7
i 11 per 1000 visits for heroin injectors

(Mar).

NSW Mental Health/Drug and Alcohol
Comorbidity framework for action adopted.
Framework sought to increase the capacity

and competency of both the mental health
and drug and alcohol workforce to manag e
and respo nd to comorbidity and to address
systemic barriers to communication and
collaboration. Key areas of work include
workforce planning and development,
infrastructure a  nd systems development |

ta

ecstasy (Feb).

Federal Government provided $2 million in
funds to expand drug detection dogs and
establish a new drugs intelligence desk to
assist in drug supply reduction effor tsin
Arnhe m Land and the Katherine region
(Mar).

New research by Senior and Richard ,
published in  the Australian Journal of Rural
Health r e | e a d.ekdmbat tharawana: A
changi ng pattern of drug use by youth in a
remote Abori gi nafFoundthahmu
th e restricti ons in the availability of alcohol
and petrol (as part of the Commonwealth
Northern Territory Intervention) led to
increased use of marijuana (Mar).

Study released s howing rates of cannab  is
use during 2005 -06 were three times higher
in Arnhem la nd thanin the general
population, with 61% males and 58%

females aged 13 -36 reporting weekly use
compared to 24% males and 21% females

amphetamine type drug) from schedule 2 to
schedule 1 dangerous drug  s. Maximum
penalties f or possession, supply and

trafficking increased from 20 to 25 years
(Feb) .

Report released on the Queensland Drug
Court: fAThe Queensl and
recidivism study of the
Study tracked recidivism over a min imum of
two years post -graduation, making this
evaluation the longest follow -up of

Australi an d rug court graduates to date.

Report found that a  fter leaving the drug

court program 59% of those who graduated

had been reconvicted of a new offence

within twoy ears compared to 77% o0 f
terminates. Average time to first offence

was 139 days f or terminat es compared to
379 days for graduates (Mar).

Media reports claimed QId Police in Fortitude
Valley were thankful that 80% Fortitude

Valley patrons used illicit drug s not alcohol
and that drugs made them much easier to
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Year Australian  Capital Territory New S outh Wal es Norther n Territory Queensland
di scuss the reportdés f i I andimproved responses for priority clients in the general population (May). manage than alcohol (Aug).
recommendations. e.g. ampheta mine users with mental health

Liberal MLA Steve Prat t tabled legislation to
introduce roadside drug testing in the ACT.
The Government responded that it would

not rush into introducing such a proposal

and that it was examining the evidence from
other jurisdictions and would consult wit h
the community on the issue (Apr).

Discussion Paper: Review of the Road
Transpo rt (Alcohol and Drugs) Act 1977
released by the ACT Government. Paper
aimed to get community views on issues
such as how to introduce roadside drug
testing in the ACT, what dru gs should be
tested fo r, whether drug testing should be
compulsory for all drive s detected
driving and whether offences should the
same as for drink driving. The ACT
Government provided two months to receive
feedback (May).

The ACT AOD Sector Pr oject announced that
the First Annual ACT Alcohol and Other

Drugs Sector Confere nce would b e held as
part of Drug Action Week 2008 (May).

Proposed ACT legislation for the introduction
of roadside drug testing lapsed (Oct).

Legislation passed allowing polic e to carry
out underco ver controlled operations to

target drug cartels, money la undering an d
terrorist cells: the  ACT Crimes (Controlled
Operations) Act 2008 (18 Aug).

ACT Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic
Goods Act 2007 was passed. The act

consolidated four acts and regulati  ons on
medicines, poisons and prohibited
substances. The a ctrepealed the Poisons

and Drugs Act 1978 , the Poisons Act 1993
the Public Health (Prohibited Drugs) Act

1957 and amended the  Drugs of
Dependence Act 1989  to provide a more
unified and workable sc  heme (Aug).

ACT Government released its Draft Mental
Health Services Plan 2008 i 2013 for public
consultation (Sep).

Alcohol and Drug Foundation ACT Inc
(ADFACT) announced its intention to

operate - in partnership with ACT Correctiv
Services and ACT Cor rections Health i a
therapeutic communitw
prison Al exan der Maconochie Centre (Dec).

ACT Comorbidity Strategic Working Group

for drink

e

issues (Apr)

Proposal by lemma Government to trial
medical use of cannabis. Needed support of
Federal Government to allow importation of
the oral spray 1 Sativex (May).

Mark Standen, Assistant Director of NSW

Crime Commission, arrested f or c onspiring

to import 600kg of pseudoephedrine,

enough to produce $120 1
conspiring to pervert the course of justice

(Jun).

The NSW Governmentr ecalled and pulped a
drug educat i o@hoosimgdokusee.t i
but wanna keep your headt ogether ? 0
saying its advice about what people should

do if they take drugs was unacceptable

(Jun) .

A preliminary evaluation of NSW Stimulant
Treatment Program releas  ed. Report showed
duri ng the first 6 months 214 people
accessed the program and 50% partici
had not previously sought any formal
treatment. Key outcomes included
significant reductions in drug use, severity
of dependence, distress, mental health
probl ems and crime (Jun).

pants

I naugural MSIC Director Ingrid van Beek
resigned saying tha theroner egret was that
the MSIC continued to operate as a trial as

the trial status was a barrier to its effective
practice and meant it remained a political

football (Jul).

NSW Police run serie s of forums on ice,
targeting children aged 12  -18. The ser ies
aimed t o reduce reported use amongst
teenagers, change perceptions that use was
glamorous and tell parents about the signs
their child was using (Aug).

The Mental Health a nd Drug and Alcohol
Office commenced discussions with
stakeholders regarding the Opioid

Tre atme nt Strategic Plan 2010 i 2015 (Aug).

2" BOCSAR report on trends in property
and illicit drug -related crime in Kings Cross
released. Report showed very little

dif ference in the inciden  ce of robbery and
property crime in Kings Cross versus the

rest of Sy dney with both having declined.
There were differences in regards to
use/possess offences, with less heroin

Misuse of Drugs Amendment Bi |l made
trafficking drugs into remote communities

an aggra vated offen ce and increased the
maximum penalty for from five years to nine
years imprisonment (Jun).

NTPFES Police report that the tri - state
Substance Abuse Intelligence Desk had
cracked a number o  flong -standing crime
rings that ran cannabis from Adelaid einto
remo te central Australia, selling at about 16
times the supply price.

Partnerships were developed and/or

enhanced between NT Health and Families

and a number of service providers including
Top End Mental Health Services, NT Families
and Children, A ged and Dis ability, NT Police,
Department of Justice and NT Correctional
Services. Development and strengthening of
these networks and partnerships was seen
as a critical step  in improving the effec
delivery of services to all client groups
affected by llicit dr ug use (2008 -2009).

tive

Research from QADREC showed ecstasy had
become the drug of choice for young
Queenslanders following the Rudd
Governments 70% tax hike in alcopops

(Sep).

Queensland Health ad opted a dual diagnosis
policy including that all mental health and
alcohol and d rug special ists screen everyone
at their initial presentation for co -morbid
disorders and that no one be excluded on

the basis of co -morbidity (Sep).

Qld Police report that Leb  anese criminals

with | inks to the Sydney underworld were

trying to take part in the Gold Co ast ecstasy
trade (Oct).

Queensland Drug Strategy 2006
Midpoint Evaluation released. Key
achievements included the adoption of the
Queensland Corrective Drug S trategy in
2006, the r ole out of a number of

diversionary programs e.g. QMERIT a nd a
decre ase by approximately 20% in clan labs
located in Qld which was attributed in part

to Project STOP, collaboration between
police, government and industry and the
aggr essive pursuit of proc  eeds of crime
(Oct).

-2010
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was established with the assistance of

funding provided by the Australian

Government Depart ment of Health and

Ageing Nat i onal Comor bi dity
Improved Services Initi  ative.

use/possess and deal/traffic offences but
more cocaine us e/possess offences in
Cross (cfed to Sydney). But spatial analysis
was una ble to conc lude whether this was
due to the MSIC or other factors associated
with Kings Cross (Sep).

Kings

First women charged in NSW with large -
scale supply of Oxycodone, the pres cription
drugknownas fAhil |l billy heroi

Two children were taken into f oster care

afte r the NSW Department of Community
Services (DOCS) reported concerns over
their parentsdé use of ¢
demands by DOCS that the parents remain
Afdug freed amnaddompuricevi de
samples (Sep).

A re -evaluation of the cost
the NSW Drug Court showed the cost
Drug Court was estimated to be $32.752
million ($16.376 million per annum). The
cost of conventional sanctions was $3 6.268
million ($18.134  million per annum) which
meant the drug court gave a net saving of
$1.75 8 million per annum (Sep).

-effectivene ssof
of the

Media reports asserted NSW doctors were
being pressured into wrongfully prescribing
Oxycodone, a drug that was later being sold
on the streets for profit (O  ct).

Second evaluation of the NSW Drug Court
released. Th e study con clud ed that
offenders who attended the drug court were
17% less likely to be reconvicted for any
offence and 30% less likely to be
reconvicted for a violent offence
dependent of fenders sentenced to
imprisonment through the traditional
The prog ram was also proven to save $2
million a year when compared to the
traditional response (Nov).

than drug

court.

Outcry over a brochure 1
to speedo weddo yehi8sstpderss
attending a NSW sponsored community

information day (Nov)

2007

ACT Draft Adult Corrections Health Ser vices
Plan 2007 -2010 released. Noted that needle
syringe exchange should be considered and

ACT Health planned to consider the merits

of a trial in the Alexander Maco nochie

Centre (Jul).

ACT drug user group - Canberra Alliance for
Harm Minimisat ion and Adv ocacy (CAHMA) i

re-opened (Jul).

20 year old A nnabel Catt died after
attending a Good Vibrations dance party and
taking what she thought was ecstasy. The

tablet was later proved to contain PMA

(Feb).

NSW Police commenced a pilot of Random
Drug Driving Testing with roadside saliva
testing for cannabis , amphetami nes and
ecstasy (Jan). Drug and Alcohol Plan 2006 7

Substance Abuse Committee formed to
provide strategic advice (Jun).

Northern Territory Interv  ention adopted.
Included widespread alcohol restrictions,
increased p olicing, medical examinations of
all Indigenous children and reforms to
welfare system (Jun).

Legislation for Northern Territory
Intervention passed - Northern Terri _tory

Queensland Police commenced random
roadside drug testing fo  r cannabis,
amp hetamines and ecstasy (Dec).

Amendments to the  Drugs

Misuse Regulation 1987 the it illegal to
publish or possess documents containing
instructions about the manu facturing or
illicit d rugs (punishable with up to 25 years
imprisonment) and sup  ply anyite ms for
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ACT Corrective Services Drug, Alcohol and
Tobacco Strategy 2006 - 2008 adopted.
Strategy aimed for ~ harm minimisation
demand reducti on and effective clini  cal

management for substance misusers (Sep).

2010 adopted (Mar).

MSIC interim evaluation report no. 3 on
client referral and health issues released
(Mar).

MSIC i nterim evaluation repo
service operation and overdose
events released (J un).

rt no. 4 on
-related

Medically Supervised Injecting Centre trial
continued 2007 -2011 (Jul).

Evaluation of NSW Cannabis Clinics showed
that on average 31% clients experienced a
reduc tion in their cannabis use and 42%
were abstinent upon treatment completion.
Key elements o f effective service delivery
were that cannabis clinics were marketed &
promoted as separate, discrete services for
problematic cannabis use and that clinics
were lo cated in generic facil ities, rather than
in identifiable D&A services. The repor t
identifie d that access to cannabis clinic
services was limited by factors such as
geographical location, proximity to transport
and hours of operation. Evaluators argued
ther e was scope for altern  ative models of
service delivery (Jul).

NSW Hepatitis C St rategy 2007 -2009
adopted.

NSW Attorney General stated

that the cumulative effect of amendments to

the NSW Bail ACT was th
the toughest bail | atws i

NSW MERIT: Health Outcomes study
completed. Study demonstrated that b y
prog ram exitat thr ee months, levels and
types of illicit drug use and associated risk
behaviours were significantly reduced and
levels of physical and psychological health

had imp roved. At exit 39% par ticipants
were abstinent from all illegal drugs & t he
freq uency of us e reduced across all drugs.
Most notably daily use decreased from 45%
to 11% for cannabis & from 24% to 1% for
heroin (Nov).

Amendments to the Drug Misuse and

Traff icking Act 1985 (NSW)  banned the
possession of recipes for drug

manufacturing an  d the posse ssion of certain
precursors and apparatus used for
manufacturing illicit drugs. Penalties

included $2,200 or 2 years imprisonment for
possession of drug manufacturin g recipes,
$110,000 an _d/or 5 years _imprisonment for

National Emergenc y Response Bill 2007
(Aug).

The NT incorporated PSYCHECK i nto its
clinical practice to improve screening and
brief intervention for high prevalence mental
health disorders in alcohol and other drug
services.

Establishment of an AOD W
(Nov).

orking Group

illicit drug use (punishable with up to 15
years imprisonment) (?7?).

The Ice Breaker Strategy Taskforce
completed its report to the Qld Government.
Key recomm endations included at argeted
young adult illicit drug campaign, legislation
ban ning the re tail display and supply of ice
pipes, a 3 -year pilot study at 2 hospital
emergency departments for ATS responses
and expansion of Alcohol and Drug
Adolescent Withdra wal Service outreach
services (Jun).
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possession of the precursor s and a

max imum of 10 years imprisonment for
possession of apparatus for the manufacture
of drugs (Nov).

2006

Report on
Prev enti ng and Responding to Drug Abuse,
2004 -0 5 estimated ACT Government

in the health sector, 77% in the law
enforcement se ctorand 1% on emergency
services (Mar).

Final report on trial of the syringe vending
machines released. Concluded trial had gone
well and been accepted by community and
recom mended expansion of sy
machines in the ACT (Jun).

ACT drug user gr
Harm Minimisation and Advocacy (CAHMA)
closed (Jul).

expenditure on drug abuse in 2004 -05 was
$85.094 million, 3.2% of the total ACT
budget for the  year. Of this 22% was spent

ringe vending

oup - Canberra Alliance for

AACT Goveuaane I

NSW HIV/AIDS Strategy 2006 -2009

adopted.

In response to fears of higher potency of
hydroponic cannabis NSW Premier lemma
and his cabinet officers introduced tougher
legislat ion for hyd ropo nic cannabis.
Amendments to the  Drug Misuse and
Trafficking Act 1985 (NSW) included:

1 A max penalty of $220,000 and/or 10
years imprisonment for the cultivation
of 5 -49 plants for ind ividuals;

1 A max penalty of $385,000 and/or 15
years impri sonment for the cultivation
of 50 -199 plants;

1 A max penalty of $550,000 and/or 20
years imprisonment for the cultivation
of 200 or more plants;

The new penalties were 5 times greater

than for non -hydroponic cultivation.

Maximum penalties were also increas

the theft of electricity to power hydro

houses ($11,000 and/or 2 years
imprisonment) (Feb).

ed for

MSIC interim evaluation report no. 2 on
community attitudes towards the servi ce
released (Mar).

MSI C reported that pharmaceutical opioids

had become the most commonly i njected
drug category, used for 40% all injecting
episodes (Apr).

Amendments to the  Drug Misuse and
Trafficking Act 1985 (NSW)  banned the sale,
supply and display or ~ water and ice pipes
and made them punishable with $2200

and/or 2 years imprisonm  ent (May).

NSW Ombudsmen report released: Review
of the Police Powers (Drug Detection Dogs)
Act 2001. This reviewed use of the drug
detection dogs over their first two years of
operation. Key findin  gs:

1 Prohibited drugs were only located
in 26% of the sear ches follow ing
an indication.

1 Only 1.38% of all indications
involved a prescril
supplydé quantity of
drug.

1 No evidence that the use of drug

detection dog s disrupted low -level

First Substan ce Abuse In telligence Desk
(SAID) established in Alice Springs in a joint
operation between the Commonwealth,
Northern Territory, South Australian and
Western Australian govern  ments to
coordinate an d target the trafficking of licit
and illicit substances/a  Icoholint he cross-
border regions (Jan).

NT Road Safety Taskforce Report 2006
found that the risk of being killed in the NT
was 3 times greater than anywhere else in
Australi a and indeed greatert  han in all
other nations in the developed world. 48%

of fa tal crashes wer e alcohol -related and a
Drug -Use Monitoring in Australia pilot in NT
indicated one in three people detained for
driving offences tested positive to illicit

drugs . Taskforce called for  laws to test for
drug -driving (Jun).

Amendments to the  Tobacco and Other
Smoking Products Act 1998 prohibited the
sale or display of ice pipes or bongs and
made such offences punishable with a
$10,500 fine (Jan).

Queensland Network  of Alcohol and other
Drug Agencies Inc (QNADA) commenced
(May).

QMERIT (Queensla nd Magistra te 6 Early
Referral into Treatment) program introduced
(Jul).

Fourth Queensland Drug Strategy 2006 -
2009 released (Oct).

Criminal Code (Drink Spiking) and Other

Acts Amendment Bill 2006 ad  opted. BiIll
created a new offence
drink with an  int oxicating substance with
intent to harm the person (maximum

penalty 5 years imprisonment) (Oct).

Qld Premier and Minister for Health

established an Ice Breaker S trategy
Taskforce chaired by Chief Health Officer Dr
Jeannette Young to oversee the

develop ment and implementation of a
Queensl and GoverBreaent 0
Strategy to reduce uptake, use and harms
associated with methamphetamine use

(Dec).

Queensland Corre ctive Services Drug

Strat egy adopted. Strat
zero -tolerance appro ach to drug use within

a context of harm mini
included
1 supply reduction initiatives e.g. drug
testing, staff searches, and use of drug
detection dogs and ionscan devices
1 demand reducti on initiatives e.g.
provision of range of treatment option S

plus drug tre atment units and a Drug
Free Incentive Program (DFIP)

1 bharm reduction initiatives e.g.
pharmacotherapy maintenance
treatment for eligible short term
offenders an d peer educationonth e
harms associated with drug use, their
effects and issues concerning overdose
and unsafe injecting practices

o f

S

e

mi
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street dealing in a sustained
manner.
1 No evidence of a det
on drug users.
Review concluded: Despite the best efforts
of police officers, the use of drug detection
dogs has proven to be an ineffective tool
for detecting d rug dealers and thatt  here
should be a review of whether the
legislation should  be retained (Oct).

Stimulant Treatment Program (STP)

commenced in Darlinghurst and Newcastle

to provide clinical interventions for people

with co -morbid mental health and stim ulant
drug -related pro blems (Nov).

errent effe ct

Prisoner at the NSW Corrective Services
compl ex in Surry Hills i Gary Kelso i died
after failing to receive medical attention

while in heroin withdrawal (Nov).

1%t BOCSAR report on trends in property

and illicit drug -related crime in Kings Cro  ss
released. Report showed similar patterns of

theft and p roperty off ences in Kings Cross
and broader Sydney (both declining) and

similar trends for most use/possess and
dealing/trafficking offences. Report

concluded the MSIC had not at this stage
had an a dverse effect on crime in Kings

Cross (Nov).

2005

Trial of syringe vending machines
commenced at the Civic, Belconnen,
Tuggeranong and Phillip Community Health
Centres (Feb).

Drugs of Depe ndence (Cannabis for Medical
Conditions Trial) Amendment B ill 2005
sponsored by a Greens member Dr Deb
Foskey as an exposure draft 18 Oct 2005 -
lapsed.

Criminal Code (Serious Drug Offences)
Amendment Act 2004 came into force,

reducin g eligibility criteria

for the Simple Cannabis Offence Notice

(SCON) scheme. The new criter iaincluded a
maximum of 5 to 2

cannabis plants and excluded all

hydroponically grown plants (May).

ACT Minister for Health, Simon Corbell MLA,
announced that he wou  Id propose to his
Cabinet colleagues that the new Canberra

prison i Alexander Ma conchie Cen tre i have
a needle syringe program (NSP) as part of

its comprehensive health plan (Nov).

MSIC interim evaluation report no. 1 on
operation and service delivery rel eased
(May).

MSIC repo rted they had started to see
increases in injection of pha  rmaceutical
opioids (mostly morphine and oxycodone)
(Aug).

Profile of Services and Interventions Project
commissioned (Jan).

Report on Profile of Services and
Interventions  released (Jul).

Proje ct STOP commenced by Pharmacy

Guild of Queensland 1 used o nline datab ase
to track sales of pseudoephedrine. Project

STOP was a partnership between Qld Police

and the Pharmacy Guild (Nov).

Police Powers and Responsibilities (Drug
Detec tion Dogs) Amendment A ct 2005
passed to enable police use of drug
detection dogs withouta warranton
persons, vehicles and things in public
places, licensed premises, and at sporting
and entertainment events (Nov).
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2004

Human Rights Act adopted in the AC T (Mar).

Drugs of Depe ndence (Cannabis for Medical
Conditions) Amendment Bill 20 04. Present ed
by Ms Kerrie Tucker (Greens). Date

presented: 30 June 2004 (5 th Assembly).
Defeated 25 August 2004.

Third ACT drug strategy released: Alcohol,
Tobacco & other Dru  gs Strategy 2004
This included an action plan for
implementation (Aug).

ACT Drugs of Dependence Act 1989
amended to allow supply of needle and
syringes through vending machines (Aug).

-2008.

NSW Premier announced trial of medical use

of cannabis had stall ed because while the
government had examined a number of

options, the preferred delivery me thod T a
metered -dose inhaler or spray T was years
away from being available and the NSW

(and federal) government opposed any

means that allowed growing in backyards

i.e. decriminalisatio  n of cannabis cultivation
or purchase on the black market (Apr).

MERIT completed roll -out to all Area Health
Services in NSW (Jun).

Alcohol and Other Drug Program convened
forum for drug and alcohol treatment
agencies to advise on the improvement of
servic e delivery and outcomes (Mar).

New NT health strategy adop  ted - i B wind
Healthier Communities: A framework for

health and communities services 2004 -
2009. 0 Framework had si
included strengthening families and tackling
substance abuse throu gh increasing
availability and quality of treatment servic es
for subs tance abuse (Apr ??7?).

Health Advisory Council established, chaired
by Dr Charles Kilburn, as part of the

Building Healthier Communities strategy.
Council aimed to  provide the NT health
minister with community views on the
effectiveness of curr  ent health  (including
drug and alcohol) policies/services, and
issues of concern  (Apr).

Northern Territory Police Remote
Communities Drug Strategy commenced
(later named the Re  mote Area Drug
Strateg y). This was a proactive strategy
targeting the supply of illicit dr ugs.

Northern Territory Police Remote
Community Drug Desk (RCDD) established

to coordinate and implement the Remote
Communities Drug Strategy. The RCDD is
comprised of strategic officers  of the Drug
Enforcement Section who pool intelligence
from local leve | policing initiatives and
undertake strategic and tactical operations
aimed at disrupting the distribution of drugs

to and within remote communities (May).

Drug Dog Detection Unit establ  ished within
NT police (Dec).
Release of the Select Commit  tee on

Substance Abuse in the Community Report:
Confronting the Confusion and

Disconnection. The report concluded that
there were significant shortfalls in the

Northern Territo ry Gover nmente&s
to substance abuse, particularly within

remote communit ies and tha t there was
insufficient coordination for substance abuse
for the three main substances of abuse:
alcohol, petrol and cannabis. Key
recommendations were to increase
coordination between g  overnment agencies,
to identify and address the gaps in se rvice
deliv ery and that a community audit be
conducted to assess the needs, assets,

New u ser group established - Queensland
Injectors Health Network (QuIHN) (Jul).
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resources and views of each remote
community, with the goal of prioritizing
future programs  on the basis of the
community audit.

Drug detection dogs commenced operation
(Dec).

2003

Court Alcohol and Drug Assessment Service
evaluation completed by Morgan Disney and
Associates i key reco mmendation: need to
increase

program access and improve se  rvices for
Abor iginal and Torres Strait Islander people
(Jun).

ACT Standing Committee on Health released
report fAAccess to Needl
I ntravenous Drugrt User s.
recommended thatth e Government install
injecting equipment vending machines

across the whole of the ACT and that it

provide injecting equipment exchange in the

ACT prisons (Aug).

ACT Government announced $250,000 to
implement priority areas of drug st rategy
including 100 e xtra treatment places to trial
needle and syringe vending machines an d
examine the feasibility of needle exchange

in ACT prisons (Dec).

[{
q

NSW Premier Carr announced that a draft
exposure bill would be introduced at the
earliest opportun ity to provide for a 4
trial of medical use of cannabis. It was
proposed th at patients wou Id register with
an Office of Medical Cannabis in the NSW
Department of Health and that the trial

would be tightly restricted to individuals who
met strict medic  al conditions and were

18 or over and were not pregnant or on
parole. This had in prin ciple support from
the Opposition Leader, John Brogden MP
provided cultivation and distribution were
tightly regulated. Details of how THC would
be legally supplied to registered users
remained to be established by the

Government (May 20).

year

aged

Provisional sup port from Prime Minister for 4
year trial of medical use of cannabis in NSW
but only if drug could be provided in non -
smokeable form (May 23).

NSW Area Health Servic e closed

Ca b r a ma Druglritesvention Service
(DISC) after increased community concern
over t he service (Jul).

Phase one evaluation of Medically

Supervised Injecting Centre (MSIC)

released. During the first 18 months of

operation 3,810 clients had regis tered to
use the MSIC and there had been 56,861
visits (average of 15 per client ). 409 drug -
overdose related incidences occurred and

were managed at the MSIC (7.2 ODs per

1000 visits). In addition to supervision of
injecting, health care services e.g. vei n care
advice were pro vided every 1 in 4 visits and
1in 41 visits resulted in r eferrals fo r further
assistance e.g. treatment of drug

dependence. The evaluators concluded that

the MSIC was feasible and had reached

target group. There was evidence the MSIC
contributed to less p  ublic injecting,

improved public amenity and less risky

injecting pra ctic es. Public support for the
service also increased. At the same time

there was no evidence that MSIC

contributed to increased theft or robbery or

Margot Laughton, an Indigenous

grandmothe r, became first person to have
her home declared a drug premises. She

was evicte dfrom her Territory Housing unit
in Darwin (Jan).

CREDIT NT (Court Referral and Evaluation

for Drug Intervention and Treatment,

Northern Territory) introduced (May)

Aprivate me mb er 6 3 Ldyisl ative
Assembly Members (Random Drug Testing)
Bill 2003 i was introduc edto the NT
Legislative Assembly by Mr Stephen
Dunhum MLA. The bill sought mandatory
annual illicit drug testing for members of the
legislative assembly. Bill subse  quently
lapsed.

Establishment of the NT Clinical Advisory
Committee

Criminal P roperty For feiture Act 2002
introduced, giving the DPP the power to
apply to the court for an unexplained wealth
declaration against a person, and reverse

the onus of proof to  prove assets are legal
obtained . The act allows that assets from
organized cri me and drug tra fficking to be
seized, without need for conviction of

criminal wrong doing.

ly

lllicits Drug Court Diversion Program
introduced (Mar)
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loitering. Butt he predicted reduction  in ODs
in the area was not observed. The

evaluators recom mended cont inued
monitoring if the trial were extended (Jul).

Trial of MSIC extended until 2007 and new
evaluation established (Oct).

2002 Alcohol Tobacco and othe r Drug Taskforce Use of drug detection dogs commenced (22 COAG-IDDI agreement signed (Jan) Criminal Proceeds Confiscation Act 2002
estab lished to devise a new drug strategy Feb). New user g roup establ ished - Network adopte d allowing the court to confiscate
(Aug). The Ryde Needle Syringe Program was Against Prohibition Northern property derived from criminal activity such
New ACT drug u ser group e stab lished - closed by the NSW Minister fo  r Health after Territory (NAPNT) (Mar). as dr_“?_ trafficking without charge or

f Ay f f conviction.
Canberra Alliance for Harm Minimisation and Iocgl media qttentlon to _unused needle and Report from Taskforce on lllicit Drugs.
Advocacy (CAHMA). syringes be ing found in the grounds of the Concluded that compared to the rest of

local primary school (Mar). Australian the  drug situation remaine  d very

MSIC trial extended additional 12 months to distinct in NT. E.g. alcohol remained the

enable operation during evaluation (Oct). major dru g of concer n. T he Taskforce

Launch of the NSW H epatitis C Strategy argued that th_e evidence on methadone was

2003-2006 (Nov). now su_bstantlal and str_ongly recommended
amending the  NT Poisons and Dangerous
Drugs Act to enable pharmac otherapies for
the tre atment of opioid dependence for
maintenance and withdrawal . Other
recomme ndations included better
advertising of treatment services, more
training of treatment personnel and that
NSPs be expanded in the NT (May).
Public Order and Anti  -Social Conduct Act
repealed (Jun).
Misuse of Drugs Act amended - introduced
new rulings o n drug premises orders.
Enabled houses or business where there was
evidence of supply or possession of drugs to
be decl ared fAdrug pr emi
to enter a nd search such premise s and
anyone on the premise without warrant for
12 months  (Jul).
Meth adon e maintenance program first
provided in the Northern Territory, 33 years
after methadone was first provided in
Australia (Sep).
Northern Territory lllicit Drug P re-Court
Diversion Pro gram introduced (Dec).

2001 COAG-IDDI agreement signed (M ay) NSW Cabramatta Anti  -Drug Stra tegy Labor party released three poi nt tough on COAG-IDDI agreement signed (Mar)

ACT election - ALP gained office and
postponed issue of a SIP trial until af
evaluat ion of the NSW MSIC trial (Nov)

ACT Policing and Early Intervention

Diversion Program (PEID - later called PED)
introduced (Dec)

ter the

adopted to tackle  drug and crime in
Cabramatta and across the state. This
included a n ew criminal justice plan
including new laws and a new police station
in Cabramatta and local crime prevention.
Strategy was supported by funding of $18.6
million ove r four years (Mar).

A NSW Police Officer involved in the fatal
shooting of Jim  Hallinan wa s dismissed after

dru gs election policy. Included zero

tolerance on drug production and

distribution, compulsory treatment for drug -
related offenders and a drug prevention

strategy ( Mar).

Country Libera | Party introduced Public

Order and Anti  -Social Conduct Ac t. Act gave
police new powers to defi
arrest people for ‘anti  -social' behaviour and

n

Police Diversion for Minor ~ Drug Offenc es and
Drug Court Program introduced (Jun)

Drugs Misuse (Amphetamine Offences)
Amendment Act 2001  passed . Act
reclassified amphetamine and methyl
amphetamine from sc  hedule 2 to schedule 1
dangerous drugs and increased maximum
penalties for posse ssion, supp ly and
trafficking from 20 to 25 years. Cited
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testing positive to cannabis (Mar).

Medically Supervised Injecting Centre
opened in Kings Cross as 18 month trial (1
May 2001).

Research by Maher a nd Dixon showed police
crackdowns in Cabramatta were associated
with displacemen t of the dr ug m arket and
considerable public health risks to users
including increased oral and nasal storage of
heroin, decreased use of needle and syringe
equipment and incre  ased risk taking in
injecting (May).

The Police Integrity Commission report on

the shooting of Ron Levi recommended the
immediate introduction of random drug
testing of all NSW Palice Officers (Jun).

Go v e r n mePolicedPswers (Drug
Premises) Act 2001  com menced giving
police t he power to search and close down
drug houses, arrest drug dealersan d
lookouts operating from drug houses and
arrest any person in or entering or leaving a
drug house (Jul).

Legislative Council 6s Gg
Standing Committee No 3 into Cabramatta
Policing tabled its report and 25
recommendations. Reportide  ntified maj or
deficiencies in policing in Cabramatta e.g.
increasing neglect of drug  -related crime
which it attributed to questionable

management practices (Jul).

Random drug t esting introduced in N SW
Police Force. This supplemented the
mandatory drug test  ing of offi cers involved
in critical incidents (Sep).

Police Powers (Drug Detection Dogs) Act
adopted, giving police the powers to u sea
drug detection dog (or sniffer dog) in an
authorized place ( including a pub, sporting
event or outdoor festival) or by warrant to

aid in their detection of drug offenders. This
followed their trial ~ for general duty policing
during the Sydney Olympics and made NSW
the first state to adopt such provisions. In
adoptin g the actthe (then) Minister for

Police, the Hon. Michael =~ Costa MLC stat ed:
fiThe bill is aimed primarily at detecting and
prosecuting persons committing offences

relating to the supply of prohibited drugs

and plants. é atltheactivty c | e
envisaged is drug dealingo

to signpost houses as anti  -social (Jun).

Change of government i NT election won by

Labor party (A ug).

Taskforce on lllicit Drugs established with

the mand ate of exam ining trends, and using
national and international evidence to advise

on the role of pharmacotherapy treatments

and on the optimum responses for youth

and other pri  ority groups (Nov).

rationale was the increasingly serious
problem of amphetamine use and
manufacturing in Queensland (Sep).

The 2nd Yout h Drug Summit - involv ed 50
young people. Recommended that needed
more incentive s to obtain  wor k, more youth
specific withdrawal options and flexibility in
treatment (23 & 24 October).
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2000

Advisory Committee established to oversee
Supervised Injecting P lace trial (Feb)

SIP t rial postponed by ACT Government for

18 months (until elec  tion) follo wing budget
negotiations between the minority Liberal
Government and independents (Jul)

Court Alcohol and Drug Assessment Service
(CADAS) introduced, following discu ssions
between Chief

Magistrate and ACT Health (Oct)

COAG-IDDI agreement signed in NSW and
the first program 1 the Adult Cannabis
Cautioning Scheme was introduced (Apr)

Il nqgquiry by the Legislati
Purpose Standing Committee No 3 into

Cabr amatta Policing was es  tablished. As

part of inquiry Detective Sergeant Tim Pries t
claimed o rganised crime was rampant and

police were being pressured to ignore the

drug market (Jun).

Lismore MERIT Pilot Program and Youth
Drug and Alcohol Court were introd uced
(Jun - Jul)

Repor t released by Working Party on the

Use of Cannabis for Med ical Purpos es.
Report agreed that  THC can be useful in
treating nausea, vomiting and appetite loss

in patients with HIV and in cancer patients
undergoing chemotherapy. But that crude
cannabis cannot nor is likely to ever be
prescribed in Australia. Recomme nded that
furth er trials be conducted into

administration of THC via non -oral routes
and development of new synthetic
cannabinoids. They further recommended

that until medical  cannabinoids become

av ailable individuals found obtaining,
possessing or using ¢ annabis sho uld be
exempt (for compassionate reasons) from
criminal prosecution, provided they had a

prior medical certification that they had a
condition that might benefit fro m cannabis
use (Aug).

NSW Heroin Overdose Prevention and
Management Strategy rel  eased invol ving
$670,000 (Nov)

First NSW Hepatitis C Strategy 2000
adopted (Nov).

Framework for Action - NSW Drugs and
Community Action Strategy (Dec).

1 2003

The National Lib eral Party proposed to
extend mandatory sentencing to drug
trafficking offences

Queensland Government introduced a Drug
Court (Jun).

1999

Report on Evaluation of ACT Drug Strategy
1995 -97 released.

ACT drug user group - Australian Capital
Territory IV League (ACTIV League)
disbanded

Dual Diagnosis: Stopping the merry -go-
round ar eport of fi ndings from a review of
mental health and alcohol and other drug
problems in the ACT (Apr).

Canberra Injectors Network, CIN was funded
as new ACT drug user group (Ju ).

NSW Police Commissioner Peter Ryan

admits in an interview with Britain's Dail y
Mail that "we are no  t winning on the drugs
front" and that drugs are the "root of most
crime" (Jan).

Photograph of a teenage boy engaged in
injecting drug use in alane  -way in Redfern,
appeared on the front page of a Sydney
Newspaper and sparked debate o ver the
effectiveness of NSW drug policy (Jan 31).

Minister for Health, Hon AR efshauge MP
closed down the Redfern needle exchange

Queensland Drug Summ it held with a focus
on youth issues. Involved 70 delegates i
politicians, youth  workers, y outh and
community workers. Resulted in
establishment of 24 projects state
partnership with three peak youth and
indigenous bodies (16 -17 March).

Third Queen sland Drug Strategy la  unched:
6Beyond a Quick Fix:
Strategic Fra mework 1999 /2000 to
2003/ 2004.06 Focus of
and early intervention (Jun).

-wide in

Qu ¢

st

Caitlin Hug hes i Lastupdated 15 January 2020.For commen ts email:

caitlin .hughe s@flinders. edu.au

65


mailto:caitlin.hughes@flinders.edu.au

Year Australian  Capital Territory New S outh Wal es Norther n Territory Queensland
Second ACT drug  strategy released: From outlet, and ordered a review of the $9 Queensland Drug Coordinating Committee
Harm to Hope: ACT Drug Strategy 19 99 million statewide needle exchange program (QDCC) established to coordinate and
(Sep). (Feb). oversee implementation of Que ensland drug
Super vised Injecting Place Trial Act 1999 Premier, Hon B Carr MP, announced h  is strategy.
passed by the ACT Legislative Assembly government would ho  Id a drug summitifre - Inter -governmental committee, YADA
(Dec). elected (Feb). (Youth Alc ohol and Drug Action), established
NSW Drug Court tria | commenced (Feb) by QDCC to consider youth drug issues
Labor governmentre  -elected under Premier (Nov)
Carr (Mar).
Tolerance or T Room injecting room opened
by a group of clergy, social workers and
health professionals in the Wayside Chapel
in Kings Cross (4 -12 May).
NSW Drug Summit held in NSW Pa  rliament.
Summi t was attended by 135 NSW
Parliamentary delegates; 2 Federal
parliamentary delegates; 80 non -
Parliamentary delegates; and 45 associate
delegates (17 -21 May).
NSW Government response  outlined in
Government Action Plan. 172
recommendations fr om summitw ere
adopted and 7 key strategic areas endorsed
e.g. enhanced prevention and early
intervention, fast  -tracking new treatments,
better case management and breaking the
drugs -crime cycle. Th is included plans to
introduce state -wide trials of a Cann  abis
Cautio ning Scheme and Early Court
Intervention Pilot (subsequently named
MERIT) and an injecting room (Jul).
NSW Government committed $176 million
towards the implementati ~ on of Drug Summit
reco mmendations and established a new
Office of Drug Policy to  provide le ader ship
and coordination.
Working Party on the Use of Cannabis for
Medical Purposes established. This followed
calls by the Australian Medical Association
(AMA) and the Law Society of Ne  w South
Wales for people with illnesses such as
cancer and AIDS to be pre scribed cannabis
for pain relief  (Aug).
Legislation for injecting centre i MSIC
passed i Drug Summit Legislative Response
Bill (1999) (Nov)
1998 Discussions began around trialling a Mandatory d rug and alc ohol testing Bri sbane Lord Mayor o6s |

6supervised injecting
Supervised Injecting P lace Trial Advisory
Committee was established.

p

introduced for NSW police officers involved
in critical incidents e.g. police shootings
(Jul).

NSW Legislative Council Standing

convened
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Committee on Social Iss  ues inquiry into

hepati ti s C released repor
Neglected Epidemi ¢ . 6 T hde$32ma
recommendations including to expand

prevention and control strategies, adopt a

NSW strategy on Hepatitis C and to

advocate for increased national attention to

the prevalence and re  sponse(s) to Hepatitis

C (Nov).

Ethnographic research in  to heroinu sein the
Cabramatta drug market published in

report: ARunning the RI
and Harm in South  -West Sydney. Report
documented the patterns and contexts of
heroin use, risk ta  king behavior, income
generation and the impacts of street law
enforc emen't activities.

1997

ACT Government formally sought and
obtained support at the MCDS meeting for a
heroin trial (Jul)

Commonwea Ith Government declined to
authorise importation of heroin to support
the trial (Aug)

Canberra Injectors Network, CIN i
established by drug users with aim of
providing peer -based education.

Four Corners report on the Cabramatta

outl ined its decline from  being a multi -
cultural melting pot to the heroin capital o f
Australia , as evidenced by the highly visible
street dealing and use. Four Corners argued
that in spite of five years of police efforts

the drug trade had flourished, bringin g with
it violence, de ath and police corruption

(Apr).

Woods Royal Commissionr  eport concl uded
that a war on drugs approach contributed
towards police corruption. Recommended
increased attention to alternate approaches

I increased focus on harm minimisati on
strategies, increas ing public education,
expanding methadone availability and

establishi ng a supervised injecting facility
(May).

Legislative Council 6s St
Social Issues was asked to inquire into

Hepatitis C (HCV) and its implications for
the community (May ).

NSW Police officers Rodney Podesta and
Anthony Dilorenz o shotdead a m entally
disturbed man, Ron Levi. Both police officers
were later found to be cocaine users, who
regularly partied before work. This led to
public outcry since ne ither officer was drug
tested at the time of the shooting (Jun).

NSW Parliament ary Joint S elect Committee
established to consider feasibility of a trial of

a supervised injecting facility (Jul).

Several news articles appeared citing New

South Wales Health  Minister Andrew
Refshauged6s claim that St
in Sydney received  approximat ely five

Introduction of mandatory sentencing in NT
for minor offences
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people a day being treated for GHB
overdoses (Nov).
A Drug Intervention Service (DISC) was
established in Cabramatta to provide a
needle syringe program and counseling
service to resident and visiting drug users.
Cabramatta police bega n saturatio n policing
in efforts to disrupt and displace the
burgeoning heroin market.
1996 Heroin Pilot Task Fo rce recommended that a lllicit Drug Reporting System (IDRS) Cannabis expiation scheme introduced Party drug nFanthit®&optpage r
trial proceed (Jan) commenced i n NSW, collecting data on illicit news after a mass overdose at a
drug market trends Broadbeach venue in  the Gold Coast put
eight people on life  -support systems ( Oct).
1995 NCEPH/AIC team released report First ecstasy -related death reported i 15 Second Queensland Drug Strategy released
recommending that a heroin trial proceed year old Anna Wood (Oct).
and provided a detailed plan for a phased Formation of the 'Anna Wood Drug a nd
series of studies that would begin with a Alcohol Proj ect' which sought to provide
trial o f heroin prescription  for 40 patients. It more abstinence based drug education in
also recommended that 3 months of schools.
cons ultation be und ertaken to disseminate ) . .
findings of report (Jun). Evalu_atlon of th_e Needle Syringe Vending
. Machines at Kings Cross, Rozelle and
ACT Government established 229~ -member Parramatta released. Repor tconcluded that
Heroin Pilot Task Force  chaired by Mr Kevin the machines were used by a broader range
Waller AM to - consult with t  he community of injecto rs compared to those who used the
and make recommendations about whether staffed service at the community health
or not the trial should proc  eed and how  the centres, and that there was an increase in
feasibility research might best be inquiries about hepatitis C issues due to
implemented  (Jul). inform ation provided atthe ~ machines.
ACT Govgrnment released its first drug Cabramatta police began high profile buy _
strategy i ACT Drug Strategy 1995  -97 bust i ntervention s aimed at high and mid
(Sep)- level deals in efforts to reduce heroin
market.
1994 Inquiry into police corruption launched.
Com missioner: The Hon Jus tice JRT Wood
(May).
NSW Hepatitis C Taskforce establishe d
1993 First Queensland Drug Strategy released
1992 Simple Cannabis Offence Notice (SCON) First NSW Drug Strategy released
F—zxpiation scheme for cannabis_offences 12 month trial of Needle Syringe Vending
introduced - enabled cannabis offenders Machines commenced at Kings Cross,
possessing <25 grams  of cannabis or <5 Rozelle and Parramatta
plants to avoid a criminal conviction by
payment of a $100 fine
1991 Select commi ttee of the ACT Legisl ative

Assembly proposed expiation scheme for
cannabis and aherointr ial

National Centre for Epidemiology and
Population Health (NCEPH) and the
Australian Institute of Criminology (AIC)
began a study to determine heroin trial

Caitlin Hug hes i Lastupdated 15 January 2020.For commen tsemail: caitlin .hughe s@flinders. edu.au

68



mailto:caitlin.hughes@flinders.edu.au

Year Australian  Capital Territory New S outh Wal es Norther n Territory Queensland
feasibil ity (1991 -1995)
1990 Misuse of Drugs Act NT 1990 adopted. This
entered int o forcein Nov.
1989 1989 Drugs of Dependence Act (DODA) User group - New South Wales Users and User group - Northern Territory U sers Forum Criminal Jus tice Commission established as
The Treatment Referral Program (TRP) post AIDS Association (NUAA) formed (TUF) forme d a result of the Fitzgerald Inquiry
sentencing diversion program for illicit drug First Needle and Syringe Exchange Program Changes to Drugs Misuse Act (as amended)
related offenders opened in NT 1989 enabled supply of needles &
commenced under the DODA (Mar) introduction of Needle an  d Syringe
Select committee appointed to report on Exchange Pro gram in QId
HIV, illegal drugs  and prostit ution
First Needle and Syringe Exchange Program
opened in ACT
1988 Australian Capital Territory (Self - Needle and Syringe  Exchange Programs Commission of Inquiry into Possible lllegal
Gover nment) Act (Cth) passed creating a (later called Needle Syringe Programs) were Activities and Associated Police Misconduct
legislative assembly and giving it limited widely impl emented in NSW (Fitzgerald Inquiry) report released
powers of self -government User group - Queensl and IV AIDS
User group - Australian Capital Territory IV Associatio n (QuIVAA) formed
League (ACTIV League) form  ed
1987 ACT Drug Indicators Project pilot NSW Gover nment amend ed t he Drug Misuse Changes to Drug s Misuse Act (as amended)
commenced ( 1987 -1989). Project linked and Trafficking Act 1985 legalising 1987 established an ew offence for
individual record data from the drug possession of needle and syringes and inappropriate disposal of needles and
treatment and criminal justice systems in established Needle and Syringe Exchange syringes (Sep)
the aim of increasing understanding of the Programs (later called Needle Sy ringe
incidence, chara cter and treatment and Programs)
criminal justice responses to illicit drug use. AIDS a nd Drug Information Collective
formed as lobby group
1986 First Needle and Syringe Exchange Program Drugs Misuse Act 1986 adopted
opened - Darlinghurst (- Nov) Possession of needles and syringes
NSW Government established drug store - decriminalised
based needle a nd syringe distribution First distribution programs of single syringes
scheme (Dec) commenced
1985 Drug Misuse and  Trafficking Act 1985

adopted
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The Australian (illicit) drug polic y timeline: 1985 -2019: SA, Tas, Vic and WA
Year South Australia Tasmania Victoria Western Australia
2019 Safer music event guidelines: improving Tasmanian Liberal MP  Sue Hickey gave A 20 -year old man died after a suspected WA Government outline d their response to

safety and reducing harms at music events
released. The guidelines were developed by
Drug and Alcohol Services  South Australian
in collaboration with SA Police and other
stakeholders. Key recommendations

including th e provision of chill -out areas,
free drinking water at multiple locations,
dedicated, equipped and accessible first -aid
locations and safe transport o ptions (Mar).

SA Government and SA Police signed off on
protocols to trial the deployment of drug
detecti on dogs in public high schools. (NB
there were no provisions for deployment at
private schools). Under the protocol dogs

can be deployed on invitation of principals
or at the direction of SA Police and used to
sniff lockers, bags and corridors. If

successf ul it will be rolled out further (May).

Minister for Health and Wellbeing was asked
about pill testing at festivals and stated the
SA Marshall Libera | government does not
support pill testing at events. He noted they
continue to monitor evidence -based

res earch from around the world and are
committed to implementing alternative
strategies that can improve safety and
reduce adverse health outcomes such a s via
the SA safer music event guidelines and the
use of chill out areas, but do not believe

that the safe ty of these events would be
enhanced by pill testing (16 May).

Motion against pill testing at events

debated. This (a) acknowledged the
government's  strong focus on preventing
the uptake of illicit drug use, reducing the
harmful effects of licit and illic it drugs and
offering pathways out of harmful drug use;

(b) supports the safer music event

guidelines to improve safety and reduce
harms at events and  multiple steps in that
to reduce harm and (c) supported the state
government's position against pill test
events. The motion was carried (Jun).

ing at

7th report of the National Wastewater Drug
Monitoring Program released and showed SA
had the highest ave rage capital city
consumption of methylamphetamine, and
together with Qld the highest average
regional con sumption of cannabis, and the
highest average regional consumption of

support for atrial of pill testing , noting that
dreally think i t @ health issue not just a
policing issue 6and that we have to stop
saying @oodas we know no does not work.
She noted her decision to support a trial had
come about after seeing the stan  ces of the
Australian Medical Association , the Ro yal
College of Genera | Practitioners and  former
Australian Federal Police commissioner Mick
Palmer (Mar) .

Moti on for pill testing  trial debated in

Tasma nian parliam ent. This called on the
governmentto acknowledge that pill testing

is an evidence -based health service, that
there have beentwo  successful pilots
conducte d in Australia, and that pill testing

is suppo rte d by numerous peak bodies
including the Australi an Medical Association
the Ro yal College of General Practitioners ,
the Rural Doctors As  sociation of Australia
the Publ ic Health As sociation of A ustralia
and Community Legal Centres Tas mania. It
further ¢ alled on the governmenttoe  xplore
how a trial could be conducted in Tasmania

over the 2019 -2020 summer festival

season. The motion was negated with 4
votes f orand 8 votes against (Aug 13).

Tasmanian Governm ent re affirmed
not support atrial of pill testing at
Tasmanian music festivals, arguing Ghere is
no safe use of any illicit drug and it &

re ckless to suggest otherwise. The idea that

a testing service can indicate tha tanillegal
drug is free of certain conta minants sen ds a
very mi xed and ri sky message 6(Nov).

it would

drug o verdose at the Beyond the Valley
festival (Jan 1).

City of Port Phillip renewed calls from two
years prior to allow it to become home to
Victoria's first pill  -testing trial, noting that
since then "there's been a bitter harvest of
dead bodies around the co  untry" and it is
"unacceptable that governments turn their
backs on this anymore" (Jan).

Family Drug Treatment Court opened in
Shepperton, following a three -year
Broadmeadows pilot. Thi s is the first such
regional site (Mar).

Analysis of the Victorian M edically
Supervised Injecting Centre showed that in
the first year of operation, from 30 June
2018 to 30 June 2019, there were:

1 2,908 registered clients using the
service
1 61,823 visits in
injection
1 1,232 overdoses safely managed
by staf finside the MSIR.

Staff also provided:

5,082 on -site services to registered
clients. This includes health
promotion in relation to injecting,
and on -the -spot health and social
support.

1 1,393 referralstoco -located
services and clinics, and external
services. This provides a gateway
to supports including alcohol and
other drug treatment, primary
care, oral health, blood  -borne
virus treatment, mental health
support, housing and
homelessne ss services and legal
support (Jun).

cluding a supervised

= =4

Two AOD outreach workers employed by
North Richmond Community Health centre
were arrested over drug trafficking. Media
reports wrongly claimed the workers worked
at the North Richmond Community Health
supervised inject ing room incident (Oct 24).

Heated media debate about the North
Richmond Community Health argued the
supervised injecting centre had become a
honeypot for drug dealing or other criminal

the Meth amphetamine Action Taskforce
report . The supported infull or supported in
pri ncipal most recommendations. The on e
not support ed was the recommendation to
introduce pris on based need le syringe
exchange , with the governm  ent noting fithe
gove rnment is not considering the

introduction of needle and syringe exchange

in the prison sett ing 0 but that falternative
harm minimis ation strategies involving the
expansion and continuation of existing
programs will be progressed to reduce the
harms associa ted with illicit drug use and to
meet the diverse needs of prisoners .0 The
government respon se committed an
additional $42.5 million to reduce
methamphetamine  use and harms in WA,
including :

1 $4.8 millionfor anew 10 -bed crisis
centre (medical withd rawal beds)
to pro vide safe places for
individuals and families in cris is;

1 $2.3 million for 4 new detox beds
in the Kimberley ;

1 $9.2 million for speciali st AOD
youth services in the Kim berley
including involving resi rehab ,
detox and post -rehab support ;

1 $20.1 m illion for the Nort h West
Drug and Alcohol Support Program
for increased counselling and oth er
treatment options  in the Pilbara,
Kimberley & Gascoyne regions ;

1 $1.5 million to expand NPS in
regional areas in ¢ Bunbury ;

1 $1.05 million for AOD education of
at-risk students ;

I $631,000 toexpand a transitional
housing and support program ;

1 $200,000toe xtend a mental
health pol ice co -response model in
regional areas (7 May) .

New discussion paper fiManaging public
health risks at events in WA Oreleased by
WA Health for public discussion and

feedback . This notes that events  (e.g.
festivals) are a vital partof WA life and
culture , butthat events in WA are currently
managed through Public Bui Idings
Regulation s. WA Health thus proposed to
update regulation s to ensure public health
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fentanyl in the country (Jun). history and calls to relocate the centre risks e.g. AOD use are appropriately
and/or shut it down. Of note : The Victorian planned for an d managed at future events

assessmen t of illicit drug use at large scale:
evidence from 7 years of international
wastewater monitoring. 0 This compared
wastewater monitoring over 7 years (2011
to 2017) across 120 cities in 37 countries
and showed that of them Adelaide had the
highest recorded levels of
methamphetamine, followed by Seattle
(Oct).

New research r el Zempomald :

Shadow Minister for Police and Community
Safety David Southwick argued the arrests
had proven this point: 'In 15 months, Daniel
Andrews has turned a safe community

health centre with a thriving maternal and
child service into adrug  -dealing hotspot.'
Media noted some residents wanted the
supervised injecting centre moved, whilst
others wanted it shut down (Oct).

The Victorian Government maintained its
support for the MSIR'stwo  -year trial, which
will continue with Dr Nico Clark as its

Medica | Director. The Victorian Government
commissioned an independent review of the
AOD Program at NRCH (Oct).

Victoria ambulance union calls for back of
house pill testing at festivals - whereby any
drugs confiscated by police would be tested
and alerts issued  on social media (Nov).

Melbourne City Council provided in principal
support for a pill testing trial at festivals and
offered to deliver a pilot in their municipality
(Nov).

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
Amendment (Pill Testing Pilot for Drug Harm
Reduction) Bill 2019 debated as a private
members bill from the Greens and Reason
Party. The bill proposed to establish a new
legislative scheme to allow for the licensing
and operation of one mobile drug -checking
service, and the licence and operati on of
one fixed premises drug  -checking service as
a two -year pilot. On introducing the bill it
was noted that the evidence of trials in
Canberra and around the world through over
20 years of operation of such services has
shown that drug checking services are
successful in educating clients about the

risks of drug taking, and in reducing drug
taking and drug -related deaths, and the
overwhelming evidence of support from
agencies like the AMA and NSW Coroner for
such services. It noted the bill would provide
a robust framework to ensure access to a)
quality compositional testing and timely
information e.g. about purity levels, b)
evidence based information about the likely
effects of consuming the drug, including
potentially fatal risks, and information about
associated drug related harms such as
dehydration, heatstroke and risks of
combining substances e.g. alcohol and

thr ough the use of new, event -specific
regulations under the Public Health Act, with
updated event s guidelines about key issues
including provi sions for firstaid  planning
(Mar).

A tonne of cocaine and ecstasy were s eized
and foreign nations arrested after a yacht

hit a reef and ran aground in the Abrolhos

Islands off the Mid -West coast of WA (near
Geraldton) . Two foreign nationals a 51 -year -
old French nat ional and a 34 -year -old

English man were arr ested . A 45-year -old
US man and a35 -year -old UK man were
subsequent ly arrested inthe PerthCB D
(Sep).

The WA Select Committee into Alternative
Approaches to Reducing lllicit Drug Use and

its Effects onthe Community released their
report : fiHelp not handcuffs .0 This noted
people who use drugs may avoid criminal
penalties through th e WA Police Force Drug
Diversion Program, which diverts low -level
offenders to drug education sessions. Drug
diversion is a cost  -effective opti on for
reducing imprisonment and increasing
treatment uptake , butthat s trict eligibility
crite ria and other limitations m ean Western
Australians are the least likely in the country

to be diverted from prosecution for minor

drug offences. The Committee fou nd that a
number of approaches used within Australia

and internationally have successfully

redu ced drug -related harms by shifting

policy priorities from prohibition towards
health, prevention and harm reduction . Key
recommendations:

1  That the WA Government commit
to defining and treating drug use as
a health and social issue

f  That the Mental Health Commission
and Western Australia Police Force
work together to investigate,
develop and implement either
Option 1 & an expanded Police Drug
Diversion Program  or Option2 T
decriminalization ;

1  That currentdrug tr afficking
threshold limit s giving rise to  intent
to supply be reviewed;

1 That the WA drug court be
extended to regional WA ;

1  That funding for treatment and
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mdma and c) referral pathways to AOD and harm red uction services be
mental health services. It further noted the increased in line with  projected
use of on site and off  -site services was demand ;
deliberate in re cognition that drug use is not 1  That demand for a drug
confined to major summer festivals (Nov consumption room in Per  th be
13). ascertained;
An independent review on the North f That strategies to optimize safety
Richmond Community Health AOD Program at music festivals be considered,
released, with 10 recommendations. This including trial of a drug checking
included strengthening governance service (Nov) .
arrangements, relocating the AOD outreach
services within North Richmond Community
Health until the Medically Supervised
Injecting Centre trial is completed (Dec).

2018 Coronial Inquiry intot  he death of Lewis Australian Medical Association Tasmanian Vic Parliamentar y Report on Drug Law Wandoo Rehabilitation Priso  n i the first

McPher son aged 18 found the police missed
multip le opportunities to prevent the

shooting. The gunm an, Liam Humbles, who
was aged 17, was into  xicated by alcohol and
drugs at the time  and had been given five
prior drug diversions ,including atleast one
instance (his fourth diversion)  where police
had received information that Humbles was
dealingincann abisand o6 pi | | athe an
carried a fire arm, at least inferentially, in
connection with that activity . The deputy
coroner found that poli  ce investigations into
information they had received about

Humbles was "flawed and inadequate" . 'The
issuing of adr ug dive rsion to Humbles on

this occasion wa s inappropriate and not in
accordance with SAPOL  General Order -
Drug Diversion having regard to the
suspicion that he wa s trafficking in

cannabis." Key recommendations:

I that the drug diversion process in
relatio nto children be re -evaluat ed in
its entire ty.

I that there be a limit to the number of
drug diversions that a child may
undergo (andthat the stipulation within
both the PDDI and SAPOL General
Order i Drug Diversion that there is no
limit to the number of d iversions that a
child can undergo be delet ed)

 that the maximum monetary penalty for
the o ffences of possession, smoking and
consumption of  cannabis, cannabis
resin and cannabis oil be increased from
$500 to a figure that reflects the
deleterious effectst hat the consumption
of those substances can  have on the

Presid ent Stuart Day announced that pill
testing should be trailed in Tasman ia, no ting
it provides an opportunity for early
intervention and  for trained medical

professio nals to provi de informationt o
festival attendees  (May).

2017 -2018 Review of Tasmanian Opio  id
Pharmacotherapy Program (TOPP) Policy
and Clinical Standards  released (Jun).

Proposed pill testing legislation  to allow
testing of drugs at music festivals was

debated in Parliament. ltwas  voted down by
both the Liberal and Labo r part ies (Nov).

New ¢ han ges commenced to  Tasmanian
roadside drug testing i witha switch to oral
fluid testing of drivers, instead of a

require ment to take all drivers to hospital to
obtain bloo d samples . This removed a
previous inconsistency in practice with
other states and territories (3 Dec).

most

Reform rele ased. This n oted the impo rtance
of a health response to illicit drugs, and

ongoing diffi culti es in accessing medical
cannabis, and gaps and inequity in police

drug diversion across  Victoria, due in part to
the discretionary nature of programs. The

report outlined 50 recommendations,

including thatthe Vic Government a) work
with the Cth toim  prove patient access to
medicinal ¢ annabis products ; b) remove the
prohibition of peer distr  ibution of ster ile
need les and sy ringes ; c) review threshold
amounts for dru g quantities to appr  opriately
dist inguish between drug traffickers and
people who posses s illicit substances for
personal use; d) maintain current drug
offencesinla wbutt reat personaluse and
possession as a health issue by exploring
alternative models  such as the Portuguese
decriminalisation  or codify ing police drug
diversion to ensure al | offenders are offered
a drug diversion ; e) establish an early
warning system ; and f) commi ssion an
independent evalua tion of the use of drug
detection dogs at music f  estivals and other
public spaces . Report als o noted the
increasing development  of cannab is
regulatory models for adult use across the
globe and recommended continued

monitoring of  the outcomes of internation  al
developments in regulated supply of

cannabis (Mar).

The Victorian Government committed

$100.45 million  inthe 2018 -2019 B udget

over fo uryearstoestab | i s h emergenay
department hubs6é6 in six Melb
- MonashMe dical Centr e, Sthe Vi

Royal Melbourne, Geelong, Sunshine and

alcohol and drug treatment prison for

women open ed. This is a firstin WA and in
Australia . Unlike other facilities, it offers
dedicated, in ten sive trauma -informed
treatment within a therapeutic community ,
thatis supported via multi  -disciplinary case -
management to reduce addiction, improve
mental and p hysical health and reduce
offending (Aug).

re-

Western Australian Alcohol and Drug
Interagenc vy Strategy 2018 -202 2 released .
This was developed throu gh firstly
evaluation and reviews of the Drug and

Alcoho | Interagency Strategy 201 1-2015
and drug and alcohol trends and
consultation with key stakeholders , the

community and the WA Drug and Alcohol
Strat egic Senior Officers 6Group .
Consultation included  target ed consultation
with key stakeholders and peak bodies (Dec
2016 to Feb 2017), statewide consultation
(Aug 2017)and an online survey (Aug
2017) .

Phase one of consul tation on the draft

Western Aus tralian Mental H ealth, Alcohol
and Other Drug Accommodation and

Support Strategy 2018  -2025 completed.

This will be t he first WA framework for the
development of app ropriate accommodation
and support for people with severe mental

health issues and/or mild, mod erat e and
seve re alcohol and other drug issues . Phase
one of the ¢ onsult ation occurred from  March
2016 until Jul y 2018 , and involved 50 NGO,
peak bod y and govern ment agencies and
more than 30 consumer consultants, carers
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individual, especially the young (Feb).

SA Police investigation revealed disturbin g
level of 6 s q u & | Murray Bridge and that
children as young as 11 were using ice

AWhat we found waushing leveke {
of squalor and lifestyles wel | below what you
would consider Australia, as a free and rich

country, should actually be tolerat ing (Feb).
Liberal Gover nment elected on platform of a
6war on drugs®o, i nclsendi |

drug d etection dogs into schools and
toughening penalties f or cannabis
possession (Mar).

Methamphetamin e super -lab located in
Morphet t Vale in Ade laide 6 south with 120
kilograms o fpowder & suspected of being
methamphetamine & and 11 kilograms of
what police believetob e cryst al
methamphetamine  or "iced 2 Qct).

Ind ustrial sized methamphet amine super -lab
uncovered on Croydon, in Adelaide's north -
west - the biggest methamphetamine lab in
SAG history . Three men (47 -year -old Troy
Alviti, 58 -year -old Mark Middleton and 39 -
year-old Nicholas Wardl e) were arrested .
The lab housed enough chemicals to mak e
127kg pure methamphetamine = $20

million worth of the drug (29 Oct).

Statutes Amend ment (Drug Offences) Bill

2018 issued by Government in the goal of
increasing penalties fo r cannabis possession.
The initial bill propo  sed reintrodu cing the
option of imprisonment for people who did

not receive a cannabis expiation notice and
increasing th e maximum fine from $200 to
$2000. The option of imprisonment was
removed post a publicba  cklash, albeit not
the larger fine (Nov) .

Statutes Amendm ent (Drug O ffences) Act
2018 adopted. This  limited the number of
drug diversions in the PDDI before a person
must be charged with an offence from
unlimitedto 2ina4  -year period . This
applied to both youth and adults (Nov).

The Cth Depart ment of Health a nnounced a
$20 million boost for SA drug and alcohol

Frank ston Hospitals - to better support and
respond to people experiencing a crisis

related t o their mental health or substance

use. Introduced post the increas ing numbers
of people pre senting at emergency

depart ments for repeat visits , the hubs are
designed to provide targeted assessments
and specialist care from medical, mental
health, and s ocial work professionals  and
where needed overnight sta ys (Jun) .

North Richmond Community Health

supervised injecting room opened lead by Dr
Nico Clark as its Medical Direc tor . In its first
week of operation, the medically supervised
injecting room saw over 40 Ovisits and staff
responded to 12 overdose s (Jun 30) .

Vic Government response to drug law
reform inquiry released. Con  cluded that a
more health approa chis neede d to illicit
drugs, and they were working to streamline
access to medical cannabis and to
Afsemgt heno the Vic
program (Aug).

Reason Party MP Fiona Patten  proposed at
the Victorian election  to legalise , regulate

Pol i

and tax recreational cannabis for adults

aged 18 and over  and introduction of  strict
product s afety and product qua ity
requirements.  Costings from the

Parliamentary Budget Office estimated this
wouldincrea set he st ateds DU g

million over the forward es timates (De c).

and family mem bers. Key issues high lighted
in the consultation included a) that access to
safe and affordable housing isata crisis
pointin WA | b) thatth is has f ueled
significant wait times (5 to 7 years), c)
specific gaps in  housing an d support in rural
and remote locations and for y outh and
service access barriers for people who have
been homeless foralongtime , and d) high
incidence of evic tions of people with mental
health and AOD issues f rom public housing,
private rental and community housing . The
consultation further highlight ed the need to

not only increas e housing stock and linkages
between accommodation and support
services but also addressing stig ma and
discrimination  of people with  MH and AOD
issues (Jul) .

A bipartisan Legislative Council

Parliamentary Select Committee , Chaired by

Hon. Alison Xamon MLC was established to

9 conductan Inquiry into alternate

approaches to reducing illicit drug use and
its effects on the community , sp ecifically to
inquir e into an d report on:

9 other Australian state and
international approach es (including
Portugal) to reducing harm from
illicit drug  use;

I acomparison of effectiveness
costs to the community of drug
related laws between WA and other
jurisdictions ; &

9 the applicability of alternative
approaches (Oct 17) .

and

The Methamphetamine  Action Plan (MAP)
Taskforce Final Report released. This
included 57 recommendations for
government rel  ating to education,
intervention, treatment and support

services, reducing harm and use, meeting
regional needs, pathways following
treatment, cross  -secto r collaboration and
evaluation. Specific recommendations
included:

. ) . A Work to reduce the stigma
treatm ent services in regional and rural associ ated with methamphetamine use;
areas, incluc_i ing Ceduna ; Port August_a; A Work with AOD service provid’ers to
E]lg::}:l?urj err;glsgfi‘a Pee.tirlt;oro%gr: déngo,;/t“ d establish a centralised waitlist database to
» Murray 9e;. y " better identify & utilise existing treatm ent
Adelaide; and Onkaparinga . Thiswas capacity:
particularly targeted at methamphetamine A ' Establish an appropriate alternative
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(Nov) .

Nine pe ople arre sted after nine -month
investigation into trafficking of
methamphetam ine in Murray Bridge (Dec).

crisis intervention response that would
provide a short term place for
methamphetamine users when they are in
crisis that will keep them, their families and
the community safe;

A Mandate a minimum level
education in all schools.

A Propose to the Ministerial Forum on
Alcohol and Drugs that future C th
Government resources allocated to address
methamphetamine use should be
apportioned based on the relative 'need' or
magnitude of the problem in each st ate;
A Ensure that all persons in custody,
including remanded and sentenced

offenders, are assessed fo  r AOD use,
including methamphetamine, and are
provided with intervention and treatment to
meet the needs identified

A Introduce needle and syringe
exchang e programs in WA prisons (26 Nov).

of AOD

Three people died (a 21 -year -old man, who
had been at the Metro City nightclub, and

two women aged 23 and 25 ) on 7 December
and there were af urther 91 non -fatal
overdoses between4 and 7 Decem ber which
were suspectedto be dueto GHB. Thisis

the largest number of overdoses in Per th
since the 1990s heroin epidemic , leading

WA Police to issue a warning that fithere is a
bad bat ch of drugs ou tthere 0 (Dec 9).

2017

SA Ministerial Crystal Methamphetamine
Taskforce . Establis hed due to rapid and
continued growth of ice use and harms ,
evidenced by wastewater analysis showing
consumption of methamphetamine  had
tripled in the last 4 years. The taskforce
held six community forums: Mawson Lakes;
Whyalla; Murray Bridge; Mou nt Gambie r;
Port Pirie; Mc Laren Vale aswell as an online
survey (Feb) .

SA Minister ial Crystal Methamphetamine
Taskfor ce report released. Noted tha t

m ethamphetamine use tends to be higher in
SAtha nother p arts of the co untry but that
there is large vari ance e.g. some regional
com mu nities have much lower  than us ual
rates. Also noted 60% users are occasional
who dondét need treat ment
fro m peer education, 25% re  gular who could
benefit from brief interventions (outpatient
counselling) and 15% are depe ndent where

inten sive treat ment is recomme nded. Key

22 -year -old Jacob Langford died of multi -
drug toxicity (including amyl nitrate) at the
Rainbow Serpent mu sic festival (Jan).

Port Phillip Council called on the Victorian
Governmenttoi mmediately legislate to
allow and fund pilot pill testing facilities at
fconsenting clubs,

parties in the City of Port Phillip to minimise

the harmsassocia t ed wi t h i | | i
1).
Inquiry into Drug Law Reform  undertaken

by t he Victorian Law Reform, Road and
Community Safety Committee . This
commenced in Feb 201 7 and ran until March
2018. The terms of referen  ce were to
inquire into, consider and report ,on: 1. The
effectiven ess of laws, proce dures and
regulations re lating to illicit and synthetic
drugs and the misuse of prescription

medication in minimising drug -related
health, social and economic harm; and 2.

The practice of other Australian states and

festi

c

New funding announced in 2017 -2018
budget to undertak e consultation , analysis
and modelling about drug and alcoho |
service needs in the Kimberl ey in light of
government commitments to expand service
provision in the region (Jun).

1.2 tonne of methamphetamine - Australi ad s
biggest methamphetamine  seizure was
seized at the Geraldton port, WA. Eight men
were also arrest ed. The vessel was

transp orting drugs manuf actured in China

that had beentra nsported by a Chinese
"mother ship " then ontothe smaller marine
vessel Valkoista . The drugs were alleged to

be destine d for the east coast of Australia

(Sep) .
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recommendations: 1 ) need for a stepped

approach to treatment provision 1 not just
more resi dential rehabilitation 7 and for
services close to homes and support

networks , 2) need to better support
families, 3) need toincre ase capacity
building e.g . sports programs  and
community 0 rganisation s, 4) needto better
reduce stigma to improve service ac  cess
and 5) need to impr ove supply reduction
through increased law enforcement powers
and resources ( Feb).
SA Gov launched an $8 million lllicit Drug
Acti on Pl an to
crystal methamphetamine. Main priority )
expanding drug treatment T mainly
counselling i 50% increase in outpatient
spots - and 12 new residential rehab beds )
$3.6 millio n. Other strategies:
1 Additional drug dogs $0.549m
9 Additional resourcing f  or family
support groups $0.560m
1 Supporting employers to better
respond to substance abuse
workplace $0.498m
9 Assisting community organisations
to respond to ice abuse issues
$0.3m
9 Assisting g rass roots sporting clubs
$0.3m
1 Additional TruNarc electro
testing implements $0.287m
91 Dob in a dealer campaign $0.2m
(Jun)

in the

nic drug

6stop the

territories and  overse as jurisdictions a nd
their approach to dru g law reform and how
other positive reforms could be adopted into
Victorian law. The Committee received 231
submissions from a diverse range of exp erts
and stakeholders working in various are as of
drug polic y and | aw reform, includi ng
advocacy groups, not  -for - profit

organisations, the alcohol and other drug
treatment sector and other s ervice

providers, government departments, health

and legal profess ionals, medical and health
peak bodies, comm unity legal cent res,
research institutes , academics as well as
individual members of  the community. The
Committee also held nine days of public
hearings in Melbourne and Sydney, travel led
to Wellington, New Zeala nd and had an
international study tour of Geneva,

Switzerla nd; Lis bon, Portugal; Lon don,
United Kingdom; Vancouver, Canada;

Denver and Sacramento, United States of
America (Mar).

Melbourne Drug Court opened
complementing the 15 year old Dandenong
drug c ourt with a capacity of 170 (cf 70 in
Dandenong) (Mar).

Victorian Alcohol and Drug C ollection
(VADC) commenced as the new data
collection specificatio n for all AOD treatment
providers in Victoria , with implementation
over an 18 -month period . Inrecognitio n of
the need to reduce administrative b urde ns
the V DAC has approxi mately 80 data
elements - less than halfthe elements in the
current Alcohol and Drug Information

System (ADIS) collection . VDAC is thus
designed to reduce administration  burdens,
better re flect current service delivery, align
with n ational minimum  data se t reporting
requir ements , enable mon thly repor ting and
increased ease of data  sharing (Mar) .

903kg of methamph etamine seized, hidden
in a shipmen t of wooden floorbo ards from
China (Apr).

New report released by the Penington

Institut e: fiNot just nal oxone: Insights into
emer ging models to reduce drug harms .0
The reportwas commissioned by the
Victorian Department of Health and Hum an
Services to examine and report on practical
strategies to re  spond to an overdose; the
role of peer worke rs and peer -led models in
harm reduction _ and related areas, such as
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behavioural health;  and other mod els and
approaches that could be implemented in
Victoria to reduc e drug -related harms
particularly overd ose (Jul).

The Victorian Governmentre  leased the
fiVictorian Drug R ehabili tation Plan : New
Action to help save Victorian Lives oin
response to an escalation in illicit
drug -related death  (including a near
doubling in the number of deaths since
2012) . This provide d $87 million to address
drug harms . Key mea sures include d:
1 Provis ion of an addition al 100
re sidential rehabilitation beds
across the state (to treat up to 400
extra people per year)
9  Trial of a medically supervised
inject ing room at North Richmond
Communi ty Health
1 Increased brokerage for peoplean d
famili es tryin gto locate drug
treatmen t services (Oct).
Victorian Parliament passed legislation for a
two -year trial of a medically supervised
injecting room, to be operated by medical
practitioners at North Richmond Community
Health. The North Richmon  d Community
Health supe rvised injectingr oom is
modelled on the successful centre at
Sydneyds Ki agwildem@sa n
indep ende nt evaluati on (19 Dec) .

2016 The SA Go vernment issued a public health The Minister for Corrections, Dr Vanessa Access to Medicinal Cannabis Act 2016 WA Gover nment announced a  new 2016
warnin g following spate of heroi  n-related Goodwin, | aunched 6BrAeal adopted. Th isincluded a state -based i We st er nalighMsth Strategy 0 . Ke
overdose deaths: 10 deaths, 8 of which Safer Community: Strategies for Improving scheme to allow the lawful cul tivation and steps i nclude:
were due to heroina lone and two to heroin the Throughca re for Offend ers 2016-2 0 2 0 6] manuf acture of medicinal can  nab is products 9 Additio nal funding and support to
and fentanyl (Aug). Key goals in relation to AOD we re: for use by a limited cohorto  f patients wi th expand the WA Police meth teams
Criminal Assets Conf iscation (Prescribed I toincrease accesst o withdrawal, drug particular medical conditions and symptoms to target methampheta  mine
Drug Offenders) Amen  dme nt Act 2016 tre_atment and abstinen(_:e unit_s; & (to be pres_cribed in_ regulation_ at a later supply;
adopted. The act, the declare d drug 1T to |m‘plement a Tasmanian Prison da_te) . Ch!ldr en W|_th severe intractable 1 52 extra dedicated rehabilitation
traffi cker law, targets repeato  ffenders and Service Drug and Alcohol Strat  egy eplle-_ps_y will be given the fi rs_t access to spaces for methamphetamine;
allows for the confiscation of all of a (Aug). medi cinal cannabis products  in early 2017 A pilot specialist meth  clinic to
declareddrugtr affick er 6 s pr oper t | Premier Will Hodgman and the Minister for (26 Apr). provide rapid assessment, early
or not established as lawfully acq uired and Health Michael F ergus on announced that Victorian Governmen tannounced a new intervention an  d treatmen’ t
whether or not there is any pro of about the speci alist medical pract itioners would be funding package ( $28.5 million ) to support incl uding outpatient withdrawal
proper ty. Assets and property ¢ an be able to prescribe me dicinal cannabis for the rol | out of medical cannabis including: within the Next Step Drug and
restrai ned pending prosecution of matters people with serious or chronic illnesses in 9 the estab lishment of an Office of Alcohol Service in Eas  t Perth.
before _the court. A dealer W|_II be declared a Tasmania from 2017, via a Control_led Medicinal annabls to oversee 1 Anew Ice Helpline linking directly
pre scribed dru g off ender if found guilty of Access Scheme (CAS) . Key details of the manufacturing and a Il clinical to its existing alcohol and

indi : e . g alcohol and other
three indictable drug offences ov er ten years scheme: aspects of the medicinal canna bis drug s upport line : &
i excluding time injail 7 orfound guilty of I There wi Il be nolimi t on diseases framework and an Inde  pendent o
one offence involving traf  ficking a I Proposed legislation fori  nvo luntary

com mercial quantity e.g. 5009 of
amphetamine or 2.5kg of cannabis.

treatable;
f The laws on cannabis u se will not be

Medic al Advisory Committee ;

I anew medical cannabis cultivation

drug tre atment (May).
A tr awler was seized off the co ast of
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South Australia

Tasmania

Victoria

Western Australia

Confiscated assets w ill be paid into a
Rehabilitation Fund and used to fund
programs and facil ities for the benefit of
victims, offende rs and other crime -
prevention initiatives (A ug).

South Au stralian Alcohol and  Other Drug
Strategy 2017 -2021 released (Nov) .

SA Police figures showed that 5569 drivers
returned a positive drug test 2015 -16in SA
i almostas many asthe 5817 caught over
the 0.05 blood -alcohol limit, and that since
2010-11, drug -driving detections have more
than tripled from 1832, while the number of
positive alcohol tests has alm ost halved
from 10,072 (Dec).

SA Road Safety Minister Pe
announced tough new laws
introduced for drug driving:  includi ng for a
first of fence an automat.i
suspension of three or six months (instead

of the current pena Ity excludes license
suspension for a first offence), a minimum
of 12 mont hs suspension for asec ond
offence and am inimum of 24 months

suspe nsion for at hird offence (Dec).

ter Malinausk as
will be

c

changed ; b utthe CAS wi Il allow access
to medical cannabis products grown
lawfully under Commonwealth licenses ;

I Accesswill be limited to specialist
medical practitioners: not all general
pract ition ers. It will thus limit access to
treatmen t of complex medical
cond itions where  the patient is under
the care of a medical specialist ;

I Expert panel will assess applications
from doc tors ; &

Y Government will work with business to
produce pr oducts locall y (Au g).

Tasmanian Police ar gued that the popul arity
of 6iced [ etamme Hasaf myelbd an
increase in drug mules bringing
methamphetamine into Tasmania. This is

driven by the absence  of local manufacture

of the drug (Sep).

Tasmanian Police Minister Ren e Hidding
promised to invest igate having aregi ster for
people accessing medicinal ca nnabis to
guarantine them from prosecution (Oct).

trial, and further product
development and the development
of clinical, public and

manufacturing gu idance materi al

9 research grants to build the
evidence base f or medicinal
cannabis ; &

I the establis hment of a hardship

fund to help make medicinal

cannabis more affordable for

parents doing it tough (A pr).
AOD Data Collection Redevelopment Project
commenced with goal to: Develop new data
requireme nts for the AOD sec tor to ensure
that the de partment has the necessary data
to fulfil its function as system manager , as
well as to i dentify a more efficient and user
friendly method  for data submission
minimise th e data collection burden on
service provi ders and ensure dat a collection
flexibility over time to meet emerging policy
and funding initiative s (Jun).
Medical Advisory Committee on Medicinal
Cannabis (th e Com mittee) established
chaired by Professor James A lexander Angus
AO, to advise on mattersi ncluding product
av ailability (which medicin  al cannabis
products should be approved medicina |
cannabis products), patient eligibility and
other clinic al matters (Oct) .

2016 -17 Victorian State Budget provided a
$57. 6 million in new funds torespo nd to ice
and other drugs. Ke vy funds included:
1 $5.5mi llion for further training and
support for front  line workers
1  $6 million for a new alcohol and
other drugs residentia |
reh abilitation service in the
Grampians area, servic ing the
Ballarat community
1 $10 million f or renewal of menta |
health and AOD faciliti es
1 $32 million to expand the Drug
Court of Vict oria
1  $3.8 million over four years for the
Mother and Baby residentia |
wit hdrawal unit. ( Apr 27).

Penington Institute relea  sed a new report:
Mustrali ads rddserRepart2016v.6
This analysed overdose d eaths from 2004

until 2014 and showed:

ntal overdose
705 to

{ Deaths due to accide
grew substantially from

Geraldton WA in connection witha  182kg
seizure of ice, tr ansported by a Chinese and
Malaysian syndicate  (May) .

Wastewater analy sis of methamp hetamine
levels in Perth, Bunbury and Ger aldton
showed that about 1.6 kilograms of

me thamphetamine was being consumed in
the metropolitan area each week, or 1.6
tonnes ann ually. It further showed levels
were highest in Bunbury  : with leve Isth at
were double that seen in Perth and
Geraldton (Oct).

Misuse of Drugs Ame ndment (Search
Powers) Ac t2016 adopted , enabling new
search powers to target known drug transit
routes inr uraliregional areas.  Specifically it
gives police powerst o declare a designated
area of up to 5 square kilometres a fia dr
detectio n  a rifetikede r easonable grounds
to suspect that the area is being used or is
likely to be used for the transportation o f
prohibited drugs, prohibited plants or
controlled precur sors and to cond uct a
search o f trucks and vehicles in that area for

a period ofupto 14  days (Nov).

The WA Gover nment announced that from 1
November 2016 it will be legal for medical
cannabis to be grownin WA and for a doctor
to prescribe, and a pharma  cist to dis pense,
medicinal ca nnabis. This is in line with new

Cth laws enabling access to medical
cannabis, viath e Narcotic Drugs

Amendment Act 2016.  Any doctor wishing to
prescribe medicinal cann  abis would need
approval from the Therapeutic Goods

Admini stration an d an expert advisor y
committee (Cannabis -Based Product

Advis ory Committee) , in the WA Department
of Heal th. Obtaining approval will require a
written application including:

9 prescriber and patient details
9 specific details of the desired therapy,

including n ame a nd source of p roduct,
intended dose etc.

9 indication for tr eatment

9 relevant patient medical and medi  cation

history, including details of current and
past treatments
9 evidence of writte
from the patient.
In WA only a pharmac ist willbe able to
dispense m edicinal cannabis, with supply
from any o the r means remainin g illegal

n i nformed consent

Caitlin Hug hes i Lastupdated 15 January 2020.For commen ts email:

caitlin .hughe s@flinders. edu.au

77



mailto:caitlin.hughes@flinders.edu.au

Year

South Australia

Tasmania

Victoria

Western Australia

1,137 between 2004 and 2014 : a

61 % increase.

I Contrary to stereotyp  es Australians
aged 40 -49 are the mostli  kely to
die of adr ug overdose.

 Largeincre ases in overdose deaths
in rural and regional are driving the
overall increase.

WA was the worst state for
overdose deaths per capita with 5.8
per 100,000 in 2014 followe d by
NSW with 5.1 per 100,000 (Jul) .

The Victorian Governmen t announced it
would inve stin a peer -led networks trial
across six hotspot areas for overdose ,
including Brimbank/Maribyrnong, Greater
Dandenong, Greater Geelong, the City of
Melbourne, Port Phil lip and the City of Yarra
as ameans to strengthen and impr ove the
scope for peer ed ucation in Victoria  (Aug
31).

New residential withdrawal unit for mothers
with babies opened: providing a tailored
withdrawal services and extended support
(Nov).

(Nov).

2015

19-year -old Stefan Woodward fatally
overdosed, following collapsing at the
Stereosoni ¢ m usic festival in Adelaide , and
22 others were hospitali  sed for AOD issues
(Nov).

Senator Nick Xenophon called for an inquest
into deaths at Stero sonic music festival

(inc luding that in NSW and that in SA):
including the responsibility of the

organisers, the role of police and health
professionals and also any ~ warnings th at
should have been given (Dec).

SA Health Minister Jack Sne  lling announced
new measures may be introduc ed at music
festivals in a bid to prevent further drug -
related deaths: including ma nda tory
warnings over public address systems about

the dan gers of ill icit drugs at such festivals
on days of extreme heat, and be tte r drug
education campaigns. But he ruled out pill

testing as this could send the wrong
message (Dec) .

Victorian Governmen t e stablished the
Department of Health & Human Services
(DHHS): bring ing t ogether the fo rmer
Department of Health, former Departm ent
of Human Servic es and Sport and

Recreati on Victoria. (Jan 1).

Attorney -General Martin Pakula appointed
lawyer Dr lan Frecke Iton, QC, as Special
Commissioner to the Victorian Law Ref orm
Commiss io n deview intot he use of
medicinal cannabis  (Jan) .

Dr la n Freckelton, QC he Id nine public
consultati ons in metropolitan and regional
Victoria about medical cannabis  and
released an is sues paper that garnered 99
submissions about:

Howto defi ne the exce ption al
circumstanc es in which a person
should be allowed to  use medicinal
cann abis

I How the law could be  amended to
enable patients to obtain medicinal
cannabis while continuing to

preven t u nauthorised access  (Mar).

Victorian Premier  Daniel Andr ews release d a
new Victorian Ice Action Plan , including
$45. 5 in expend iture. Measures inc luded:

WA Minister for Mental Health Helen Morton
announced that the Government is spending

an extra $84Min20 15on drug and alco hol
services (Feb).

WA Police Minister Li za Harvey announced a
joint State and Federa | police task force to
address WAOs met hamphet g
(Feb).

Two Comanchero OMC G charged with
methamphetamine trafficking after police

seized almost 8KG of methampheta mine
(Feb).

The Mental Health Commission and the Drug
and A Icohol Office amalgamated on 1 July,
2015. The joined organisation is called the

Mental Health Commission (J  ul) .

WA Police launched a fiMeth Enforcement

Act i on dtargetthdo e supply of
methamp hetamine in the communities . Key
actions:

methtransporttea ms that are
deployed to k ey transport hubs, to
conduct searches of vehicles, truck,
trains and aircraft ente  rin g WA;

| establishment of dedicated meth
teams in organise d crime squ ads,
targeted at hi gh level dealers;
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1 $18 millionto exp and drug
treatment and rehabilitation

9 $1.8 million in additional
investment for NSP s

1 $4.5 million to assist the Victoria
Pol i ceds FugBramthsiinc
profiling clandes tine drug labs

1  $15 million for new drug a nd booze
buses (Mar ).

The Victorian Law Refo  rm Commission's
Medicinal Cannabis report was tabled in
Parliament with the governm ent accepting
all 42 recommendations, two accepted in

prin ciple. Ita nnoun ced thatitwo uld legalise
access to medicinal cannabis in exceptional
cir cumstances from 2017 (Oct 6).

Victorian Parliament's Law Reform, Road
and Community Safety Committee Inquiry
established into illicit and synthetic drugs
and prescrip tion medica tion. Terms of
refe rence included assessing:

1 the effectiv eness of drug treat ment
programs in Victoria

1 the effectiveness of Victorian
government investment into illicit
drug supply re duction, demand
reduction and harm reduction
strategies an d programs;

1 the effectiveness of drug detection
programs including roa  dside
testing and d eployment of drug
detecti on activities at events;

1 the effectiveness of laws and
regulations relating to ill  icit and
synthetic drugs; and

1 practices of other Australi  an states
and te rritories and  overseas
jurisdictions and their approach to
drug law reform  and how other
positive r eforms could be adopted
to Victorian law (Nov).

i

 anintelligence Meth D  esk to
support the meth teams ;

I jointagency teams with the
Australian Crime Commission
specifically targeting meth money
trail s (Aug).

WA Government announced it would pilot
wastewater testing of meth amphetamine in
three metropolitan wastewater plants to

pro vide new insight into the extent of use
(Aug).

A 'one stop shop' for alcohol and drug
treatment opened in Joondalup to cater for
the region's growing population after a

move to large r premises by th e North
Metrop olitan Community Alcohol and Drug
Service (Sep).

Misuse of D rugs Amendment (Psychoact ive
Substances) Act 2015 adopted (Oct). This
act sought to close a regulatory gap t hat
had enabled new and emerging

psychoactive substancest o be soldb ecause
they have no t been captured by or regulated
via exist ing legislation. It bann ed the sale,
supply, manufacture, advertising and

promotion of any psychoactive substance

and any subst ance that purported to have a
psychoactive effect unlessi  tis approv ed
through existing legislation or regulation . It
further pr ovided W A Police wi th the power

to seize and destroy a ny substance that has,
or is said to have, a psychoactive effec t;
and for penalties of up to $48,000 or four

years prison to be app  lied. The n ew po wers
commenced 18 Nov 2015 (Oct).

The Western Austra  lian Mental Health,

Alcohol and Other Drug S ervices Plan 2015 -
2025 released. The plan outlines a 10 year
roadmap to reshape men tal health, alcohol
and other drug services in WA (includi ngin
corre ction al settings) i ncluding the

investment required to achie ve the optimal
mix and level of mental healt  h, alcohol and
other drug services in the short (by the end

of 2017), medium (by th e end of 2020) and
long term (by the end of 2025) to best meet
the id entif ied needs of t he population. The
plan was developed by  the Mental Health
Commission, the former Dru g and Alcohol
Office, with the input from the Department

of Health and Departmento f Corrective
Services , stakeholders, consumers, carers

and families, exper t reference gr oups and
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sector organisations . Key areas for AOD
include:

I  To expand prevention strat  egies to
prevent and delay the onset of AOD
use, leading to savings in
treatment co  sts

Improving continuum of care and
appropriate mix of ser  vices to
improve patient flow and reduce
waiting lists and relapse

 Treatme nt services bein g more
accessible, with a  greater reach of
services across the State:
particularly in regional areas (Dec).

2014 South Australian police detect largest known Tasmania elected a Lib  eral majori ty Yarra City Council propose d trial of first WA Police Organised Crime Squad  arrested

drug la bin state. The lab detectedi n Walker
Flats included an industrial pil | press, 60L
chemic als and over 100,000 ecst asy pills
worth approximately $30m (Feb).

SA Labor party re  -elected with support of
In dependent MP Geoff Brock (Mar).

Government, foll owing Labor Party rule for a
period of 16 years. Key policy platforms:
1  To abolish sus pended sentences,
including for serious drug offen ces;
1  To break the cycle of youth crime;
1  To establish a serious and organised
crime squad in  the Tasman ia Police
(Mar).
Legislative Council Sessional Committee
Govern ment Administrat ion commenced
a parliamen tary inquiryinto fiLegal i ze
medi ci nal cTermsdreference
included focus on: 1) efficacy and safety of
natural botanical medicinal cannabis
flowe r and extracte d cannabinoids for
medical purposes ;2)| egal implications a nd
barriers to growing an  d commercialisation of
cannabis flower and extracted cannabinoids
in Tasmania; and 3) the potential impact on
agricultural or other sectors within Tasm ania
(Jul).
Interim report released on parliamentary
inquiry into legalisation of medical cannabis
in Ta smania. Key conclusions:

1  Current legislation does not reflect
the reality thatal ot of people use
cannabis for medical purposes.

1  Theunre gulated env ironm ent
means ther e is no quality control

1 Tasmania has the capacity and
expert ise to extract pure
canna hinoids to produce a high
quality pharmaceutical product

Key recommendations:

1  The gov ernment immediately
introduce legislation to protect
individuals w ho us e medic inal
cannabis from criminal charge

1  The governme nt develops a

needle and syringe vending m achines in
Victoria (Jan).
The Victorian Minister for Ment al Health,

Mary Wooldridge, backed needle syringe
vending machine trial in Victoria: sayin g too
many people were sharing syringes & the
Government was committed to stopping the
spread of blood -borne viruses (Jan).

Herald Sun campaign ed against vending
mach inesin Vic toria: e . g. faamik i n
the dark o (Feb).

Drugs, Poison s and Controlled Su bstances
Amendment Act 20 14 adopted. This

extended the meaning of drug of

dependence to include  analogues of certain
drugs, and added to Schedule 11 five

classes of s ynthetic ca nnabi noids, as well as
five specific synthetic cannabinoids and 21
other synthe tic substances such as NB  OMe,
2-CB and DMAA (Feb).

Attorney -General Robert Clark introduced
Sentencing Amen dme nt (Baseline
Sentences) Bill 2014 |, to i ncrease baseline /
median sentenc es for arange of indictable
offences , including anew  med ian sentence
for trafficking in alarge ¢ ommercial quantity
of 14 years imprisonment (up from 7 years
imprisonment ) (Apr).

Penington Institute established, led by
Professor David Pen ington (Apr ).

Turning Point an d Ambulance Victoria report
showed metham phe tamine related
ambulance call -outs increa sed in
metropolitan Melbourne from 107 in 2008 -
09to 1112in 2011 -12 (May).

A Family Drug Treatm ent Court opened in
Broadmeadows : the first in Australia. This

17 people and seized $20 million worth of
drugs and assets  following a 10 month
investigation into adru g ring operating
across WA, SA and NSW . Iti s alleged the
network used a WA based trucking company
to transport and distribute cannabis and
methylamphet ami ne into WA (Jan).

New prevention guidelines adopted: Al cohol
and o ther Drug Prevention Guidelines 201 4 -
a guide to supp ort professionals leading in
the area of AOD prevention (Feb).

Sector peak bodies | auncg
Bookd directorgardbtket i ng
drug, as well as community mental health

serv ices (Feb).

Alcohol and Drug Authority Amendm ent Bill
2014 intro duced . Aim: amalgamation of the
Mental Health Commission and the Western

Australian Drug and Alcohol Office , under
the new NenmkHdal th Commi
(May) .

An Organised Crime Squad  oper ation led to
seizure of more than $8M worth of
me thamphetamine in  a series of raids at

Kew dale, Munster and Bibra Lake and arrest
of 6 people (May).
33 additional new psychoactive  substances

were listed in Schedule 9 of the Poisons Act
1964 . Include d NBOMe & 4 -MEC (Jun).

A joint operation between the Australian
Federal Police, Western Australia  Police, the
Australian Crime Commission and Australian
Customs and Border Protection led to the
largest sei zur e of methamphetamine in WA:
90kg. Six men were also arr ested (Oct) .

WA Mental Health, Alcohol and oth er Drug
Services Pl an 2015 -2025 launched for
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legis lative framework to enabl e the
medical use of cannabis

1 The government engages with
companies with expertise to
progress cultivation, extraction and
processing of cann abinoids (Nov)

Tasmanian Healt h Minister Michael Ferguson
ruled out any changes to the cur rent laws:
"Advice from T asmania Police is it's not
necessary and could potentially create a

new set of prob lem s including opening up

the risk that people would self -medicate,
with n o licensing or limit to quantity. The
Police Commission er has said Tasmani a
Police will not seekto  criminally pursue
terminally ill users of cannabis" (Nov).

Tasmanian Minister fo  r H ealth released
report: AReview of Drug
Responsesi n NorthWest Tasman i a. 0 THh
report was commissioned in respo nse to
reports of i ncreasing drug use, parti  cularly
methamphetamine in the north west, & led
to stakeholder and community forum sand
review of available data. Key conclusions:

1 Therewa svery litt le objectivedatai n
relation to the prevalence of drugs is
available for the N orth West region;

1  Therei s no objective evidence to
suggest a significant increase in
methamphetamine consum  ption in
North West Tasmania;

1  Alcohol continues to be far and away
the number one drug  of concern, with
cannabis use remaining t  he illicit drug
of greatest use and concern (Nov).

aimsto help parents to stop using drugs and
alcohol, and to promote fam ily reunification ,
by div erting parents from a normal court to

a judicially monitored, therapeutic 12 -month
program that uses drug and alcohol

clinicians and a dedicated socia | worker, as
well as araft of associated  services ( AOD
treatm ent, parent ing prog rams, housing
programs, mental health) . The program
seeks to engage parents whose children

have been taken int o care due to parental
substance misuse or dependence and uses
intensive case coordina tion and holistic
therapeutic interventio  nt o address issues of
substance misuse with  the aim of achieving
safe and sustainable family reunification of
parents and their ~ children (May) .

Sentenc ing Amendment (Baseline

Sentenc es) Act 2014 adopted: incre asing
media n sentence for trafficking in a lar ge
commercial quant ity of 14 years

imprisonm ent (up from 7 years
imprisonment) (Aug).

Opposition Leader, the Hon. Daniel Andrews
announced that, if ele  cted, the Labor Party
would put the issue of medical canna bist o
the Victo ria Law Reform Commission, wit h
the aim of findin g a path to legalisation of
cannabis for medical purposes (Aug 24).

The Coalition Government announced the
introduction of a Bill to facilitate clinical
trials of medical cannabis: Drugs, Po isons
and C ontro lled Substances Amendment
(Clinical Trials) Bill  (Aug 28).

Criminal Organi sations Control and other

Acts Amendment Act 2014 (No. 55 of 2014)
adopted . This introduced automatic

forfei tur e of all property owned or controlled

by a person convi cted of as eriou s drug
offence (e.g. trafficki ng in alarge

comme rcial quantity) and remov ed the need
for courts toprove anof f ender 6s
came from the proceeds of crime or was

used to commit a crime. Exceptions that will
not be forfeited  include:

i tools of tr ade r equired in earning

income ;

1 property used primari ly as a means

of transpor t;

i items of necessary clothing (Aug).
Reforms commenced to Victorian adult non -
residential alcohol and dru g t reatment
services . Key changes included:

p

consultation (until 3 0 March 2015) . The plan

was informed by evidence based national

modelling tools (the N ati onal Mental Health

Service Planning Framework and the

Nation al Dru g and Alcohol Service Planning

Model) to outline the o  ptimal mix of services

re quired to meet population demands. Key

goals included:

1  Develop and commence a pilot
community coordination program to
assist people to navigate the mental
health, a Icoho | and other drug service
system ;

1 Increas e the proportion of the Mental
Health Commis sion budget spent on
mental illness prevention and mental
health promotion from 2% to 3%, and
increase the h our s of service dedicated
to alcohol and other drug preven tion
from1 08,00 Oto 192,000 hours ; &

1 Have est ablished a comprehe nsive suite
of universal and targeted mass reach
campaigns that promote mental health,
prevent mental illness and reduce
harmful alco hol and other drug use
(Dec).
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1 A 24hourc entral intak e service
and referral system;

1 16 catchments (9 metro politan and
7 regional ) with localized intake
and assessment ;

1 Reductionint reatment types to six
different streams (Sep 1).

Victoria n Law Reform, Drugs and Crime
Prevention Parliamentary Com  mitte e

releasedr eport on: Al nqupplyy

and Use of Me thamphetamine in Victoria . 0
Key conclusions were:
1T Media accounts of

borne outinthed ata;

1  The prevalence of
methamphetamine use  had
remained st able, but there was a
significant rise in the  use of potent
cryst al methamphetamine forms ,
particularly by youth aged 20 -29;

Issued 52 recommendations, including

1  amethamphetamine action plan ;

1 a Ministerial Council on
Methamphetamine ;

1 thatany governmen tfun ded
aw arene ss or education campaigns
be t arg eted at current  or potential
high -risk us ers;

1 development of non -tertiary
treatment options to respond to
users who are not dependent but
are experie ncing significant
amphetamine -related harm; &

1 expanding th e Victorian drug court
to Melbourne, Geelong, Sunshine
and Gippsl and (Sep).

Victorian Gove rnment launched a range of
methamphetamine responses including:
1 amulti -media campaign targeting
youth A Watar e you doi
1 11 new Passive Alert Detection
(PAD) dogs to h elp detect
clandestine laborat ories and dealers
in regional and metro Vic
1  $2.7 million over four years for
community skills building forums
for families affected by ice
1 $1.85millio ninfunding for harm
reduction initiatives  (Sep).

New Pen ingto n Inst itute report released,
filmpacts of met hamphetamine in  Victoria: a
communityass essment 0. The
commissioned by the Victorian Department

fi
epidemic or \wesenmbte mi

n

r
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of Health to analyse trends, undert
information interviews and collaborate
the Universi ty of South Australia to
undertake t h e s tfiast wadte water
analysis of the levels of = methamphetamine.
The wastewater analysis showed
methamphetamine levels were substantially
higher in Melbour ne than in regional

Victoria: something which was counter to
some key info rmant perceptions . Report
conclud ed that the perc eived
methamphetamine  pro blem may be slightly
inflated in  regional Victoria, but that the
methamphetamine issue was genuinely
alarmin g m any people and that response
systems, on the whole, wer enot yetableto
cope with the scale of thep  roblem (Sep).

ake key
with

Victo rian government announce  d it would
roll out waste -water drug -testing statewide
(Sep).

Syringe vending machines commenced

(Oct).

Resear ch led by the Burnet Institute showed

that crystal meth  amphe tamine in Victoria
was becoming increasin  gly bi-modal: with
purity either very high ( >70%) or very low
(<20%). It also showed d ecreases in
methamphetamine purity ~ -adjusted price. It
was conjectu red that such changes, and not

a perceived increase in the numb er of users,
were contributing to the obs erv ed rise in
metha mphetamine -related harms (Oct).

Victorian Labor Government elected under
Premier Daniel Andrews (Nov).

Premier Daniel Andrews launch edan 6i c
t askf or cl@®days todevelop an

action p lan t o resp ond t o0 methamphetamine

in Victoria and intentto intro duce four new
offences to tackle methamphetamine

production and traffick (Dec).

Premier Daniel Andrews announced that the
Victorian L aw Reform Commission had been
asked to submit a report in Augus t 2015 to
determine not if, but when and how the laws
should change to allow terminal Iy and
chronically ill people access to medicinal
marijuana (Dec).

2013

AIDS Council of Sout h Aus tralia (ACSA)
closed following withdrawal of funding from
the SA Government. This als o led to closure
of the SA injecting drug users group i
SAVIVE (the South Australian Voice for IV
Education) as it was run through ACSA (Jul).

Advoca cy Ta smania Inc (ATI) released their

Consumer Engagement Program  Service

Development Plan  2013. The priority areas

were:

1 Consumer capacity building 1 including
developing and managing a consumer

New Victorian drug strategy released:
AfReducing the alcohol a
Victoriads iR201am® I Gteasgy
contained a 15 point plan, including:
1 Betterrefe rral ofdru g usersto

education and treatment, th rough

WA Health Promo tion Strategic Framework
2012 i 2016 released (Jan).

Amendm ents to the Misuse of Drugs Act
1981 came into force to introduce a
comprehens ive definition of drug
paraphernalia and new offences concerning
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South Australia

Tasmania

Victoria

Western Australia

South Australian Inje  ctors Netwo rk (S AIN)
commenced as a new indepe  nde nt unfunded
grou p; commenced with afaceb ook page
but no offices (Jul).

OCSAR report shows a 75% increase in

recorded drug offences in SA between 200 7
and 2011: predominantly supply/

production. Contrary to declining trend in
offences inrest of state ( Sep).

Following at wo -year investigation
outlaw motorcycle gangs, the South
Australian Police has confiscated more than
$150 worth of drugs ~ connect ed with the
Descendants motorcycle gang . Included: 21
kg m etham phetam ine a nd 21,000 ecstasy
tablets and $12 0,000 cash (Nov) .

Liberal opposition sub  stance abuse
spokesman Duncan McFetridge announced
that if elected they would reduce the

amount of cannabis  for which a person
receive d only afine - andis notcharg ed -
from 1 00g t o less than 25g (Nov).

The Contro lled Substances (Offences)
Amendment Act 2013 adopted. Made it an
offence for a person to manufacture,
promote, sell or supply fcontroll ed
alter nati v e substances intended to have
pharmacological effe cts similar to a
controlled drug or to be a le gal alternative
to a controlled drug. Maximu  m penalties
included:
1  $15,000 and/or 4 years imprisonment
for manufacturing;
1  $10 000 or imprisonment for 2
for promoting
Law commenced Feb 2014 (Dec).

into

years

re gister detailing consumer contacts and
topics of interest

1  Service provider consultancy i such as
deve loping tools to for mally measure
effectivene ss of the consumer
engagement program;

1  Sharing the vision across the sector i
such as by providing regular upd ates of
consumer engagement activity across
the sector onth e ATDC e-news;

1  Support systems -level con sum er
engagement i including supporting the
development of a Tasmanian consumer
organisation (Jan).

Minister for Health released the first specific

preventi on st r &vep/lpgy's Business:

A Strategic Framew ork f or Imp lemen ting

Promotion, Prevention and Early
Intervention  (PPEI) Approaches in Ave rting
Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs Use .0 Key

rationales included:

1  The neglect of prevention, and of the
raft of prevention strategies that could
be employed; and

1  The poten tial cost -effectiveness of
preventi on (Mar).

New Tasm anian drug strategy relea sed:
Tasmanian Drug Strategy 2013 -2018 . Key
priorities included:

1  Support preventative and
developmental heal th approaches to
alcohol, tobacco & other drugs use;

1 Incr ease the ra nge and availability of,
and access to, appropriate se rvices for
individuals ex periencing problematic
drugs use including for individuals with
diverse, complex and high needs;

1  Strengthen evidence -based awareness -
raising, education initiatives an dearly
int erven tions in a range of targeted
sett ings, population  groups and

developmental transition points  (Apr).
Department of Health and Human Services
released a consultation paper entitled A
Cont inuum of Care to Prevent Youth
Offending and Re -Offendi ng (Apr).
Repor t on the Inquiry into alternat  ives to
youth deten tion released by Commissi oner

for Children Tasmania. Key

recommendations for government:

1  Consider the adoption of a Justice
Reinvest men t Framework for the youth
justice system in Tasmania; &

1 Establish a youth drug and alcohol

expanding existing court -diversion
initiatives and building a more systemic
approach to diversion provision: by
drug, age and population groups

1 Improved harm -reduction services and
targeted prevention, thro ugh increasing
the use and availability o f naloxone as
an em ergency response to opioi  d
overdose

Plan also outlined new advisory and decision

making arrangements:

1 A ministerial committee

1  Anex ecutive group (comprising key
Victorian Government executi ves f rom
Departm ents of Health, Justice, Human
Services, Educatio n and Victoria Police)

1  An alcohol and drug advisory board

1 (compri sing-g@ern®ntnon
leaders, experts and stakeholders)

Also outlin ed was a plan to establish an

alcohol and drug research and innovation

fund with a focus on appliedr  esearch (Jan).

Minister Wooldridge released a new Adult
Alcohol and Drug (A OD) Screening and

Assessment Tool designed to minimise
duplication of screenin g and assessment,
streamline intake, i mpr

experience, and inform treatment planning,

refe rra| and pathways.  The tool had been
successfully piloted at 8 AOD agencies a nd
comprised three steps: (1) a self -complete
initial screen by the client, (2 )
comprehensive assessment, (3) review. The

tool will be mandated from 2014 for all
Department of Hea Ith funded agencies

(Feb).

Victorian Police Minister Peter Ryan

announced ne wroadlaws( 6 coc kt ai | @
would be introduced for drivers under the

influe nce of both alcohol and illicit drugs.

The minimum penalty for a first offence will

be higher thanth e p enalty for eithe r drug or
drink driving alone: 20 penalty units

($2800) an d a 12 months license

suspension (Mar).

Victoria Police Assistant Commissioner
Andrew Crisp argues there has been too
much emphasis upon drugs as a law and
order issue and thatth e Victorian
Governm ent should treat drugs as a health
issue (Jul).

Victorian Government released
New directions for alcohol and drug

areport:

treatment se rvices: A framework for reform

the sale and display for sale of dru g
paraphernalia . This extended the definition

of ice pipes or cannabis -smokin g
parapher nal i aanytling made dr u d ¢
modified to be used in smoking ca nnabi s
and any fAdevice capable
the administration of a prohibited drug by

means of the inhaling of th e smoke or

fumes resulting from the heating or burning

of the drug in a crystal, powder, oil or base

f o r nitaldo introduced a separat e penalty
scheme for adults and youth, with more
severe penalties where a person sells drug
paraphern alia to a person un der 18 years

(30 Jan).

Preston Bridge , aged 16, died after
from a hotel balcony having taken
(Feb).

WA Government announce d the Drug and
Alcohol Office (DAO) and the Mental Health
Commission (MHC) would be joined (Apr).

he fell
NBOMe

First take -home naloxo ne program
established in WA by the Drug and
Alcohol Offic e of WA Health and the WA
Substance Users Association (Apr).

Social Inclusion  Action Research Group
(SIARG) launched firstp  osition paper :
fiReducing stigma and discrimination
relating to alcohol and other drugs
inWestern Australiaodo. The SI
form ed through a partnership between the
WA Drug and Alcohol Office and WANADA
wit h the purpose of  planning, implementing
and evaluating initiatives aimed at

promoting the social incl  usio n of, and
reduc ing the stigma and discrimination
experienced by people wi  th AOD use
problems or those affected by someone

el sed@unuse

First convi ctions obtained in WA in

connection with Silk Road: two brothers who
bought cocaine, ecstasy and cann abis from
Silk Road were convicted of possessing

drugs (6.8g of cannabis, 0.7 g of cocaine and
seven ecstasy pills) with intent to sell and

supply (Sep).
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Year South Australia Tasmania Victoria Western Australia
residentia | r ehabilitation se rvice; This outlined why the Victorian AOD
1  Establish the equ ivalent of Court treatment system is reforming, th e vision

Mandated Diversion (CMD) options,
focused on and applicable to young
offenders with illicit ~ drug and/or alcohol
problems (Jul) .

The Tasmanian Parliam entar y Inqu iry i nto
the hemp industry report a nd
recommendations  were released (Oct).

for the ne w system and process for reform

(Aug).

Victorian Coalition ~ Government launches

two year naloxone provision and training

program: called the Community Overdose

Prevention and Education (COPE) program

The programis run by ANEX with key g oals

to:

1  provide at-risk drug users, family,
friends & frontline service per  sonnel
(e.g. primary care providers, NSPs and
Medicare Local staff) with knowl edge

and ability to respond to and administer
naloxone in the event of an opioid
overdose; &

1 increase GP knowledge of na loxone to
support increased prescribing of
naloxone to peo ple at high risk of an
opioid overdose  (Aug).

Victorian Parliament commenced a new

inquiry into the supply and use of

methamphetamines, particularly ice, in

Victoria. Terms of ref  ere nce included to:

1  examine the channels of supply of
methamphetamine

1 examin e the nature, prevalence and
culture of methamphetamine use

1 examine the links  between
methamphetamine use and crime

1  review the adequacy of past and
existing state and federal stra teg ies for
dealing with methamphetamine use
(Sep).

A multi -agency taskforc e involving joint

waterfront taskforces in Brisbane (Jericho),

Sydney (Polaris ) and Melbourne (Trident)

and other agencies led to the seizure of

more than 200kg of methamphetamine th at

was concealed in the tyres of a medium

sized truck, delivered to Melbou rne. Three

people were also arrested (Oct).

Victorian Government released an

Advertised Call for Submission (ACS) for

stage 1 delivery of Victorian Alcohol and
Drug Treatment Ser vices. Stage 1 focu sed
on delivery of adult non -residential
treatment service s (Oct).

Ambulance Victoria reports that ambulance
call s rel at e dcethamphetaminee 6
have risen 110% - from 28210592 -
between 2010 -11 and 2011 -12 and that the
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unpredict able and violent be havior of ice
users is causing concerns for ambulance
work ers (Oct).

Victorian Coroners Court data shows that
between 2000 and 2010, a t otal of 120
prisoners overdosed and died within two
months of being released from jail, or on a
post -rel ease corrections -based order (Oct).

Magistrate Tony Parsons of Victoria's
court calls for the establishment of special
drug rehabilitation prisons as per NSW to
reduce the rate of overdoses after prisoners
are released (Oct).

drug

Victorian health offi  cials issued an urg ent
warning on the use of synthetic drugs after

three men were admitted to intensive care

with severe health problems (e.g. seizures)

after use of a synthetic drug  purchased from

a sex shop: AMarleyo (N

Victoria Police data revealed a8.8%
increase in drug offences during 2013:
attributed to increased police productivity
and increased use/possess of
methamphetamine (Nov).

Needle syrin ge program operators report

rise in illegal steroid users obtaining free
injecting equipment: with st ero ids now third
biggest drug of choice, behind heroin and
meth/amphetamines ~ amongst those
collecting equipment  (Nov).

Synthetic cannabinoid @A Mar | ey oddeda s
to Schedule 11 of the poisons list : with
penalties of up to 15 years prison for

trafficking  (Dec).

2012

SA Police commenced raids in Murray Bridge
for MDPV and arrested four people (Jan 24).

SA Poli ce investigation ta rgeted at MDPV led

to seizures of manufacturing equipment and
drugs: two encapsulating machines, 10,000
empty capsules, 1250 grams of MDPV, 320g

of DMMC, and 300g of Ephedrine (Feb 2).

New report released by the Office of Crime

and Stati stcs Resear e®outh A Th
Australian drug court:
The in cidence, frequency and severity of re -
apprehension was analysed for all drug

court participants over a five year period

(Jan 2004 -Dec 2008), and compared

amongst three groups: com plet ers,
terminates and a sample of prisoners
generated by the Department of

Correctional Services. Completers performed

1

Tasmania adopted into law the new Poisons
Standard (SU SMP) under the Ther apeutic
Goods Act 1989 , including the prohibition of
MDPV: Poisons (Adoption of Uniform

Standard) Order 2012 (Jun).

The Alcohol and Drug  Service implemented
iPatient Manager (iPM), to improve the
management of information for clinicians

(Jul).

Minister for Health, Michelle O'Byrne

r el e a 8 Baviewiof Opioid Pr escribing in
Tasmania -A Bl ueprint f o(ul).t h

Minister for Health,  Michelle O'Byrne
r el e as e @rasmahian Ofioid

Pharmacotherapy Program, Policy and
Clinical Practi ce St an d a (Adig 0

Discussion paper released: Review of the
Tasmanian Alcohol and Drug Dependency

Bans on cannabis bongs entered int o force

(Jan 1).

Community Correction Order (CCO)
introduced, replacing the Community Based
Orders, Intensive Correction Orders and
Combined Custody and Tr  eatment Orders.
The CCO is a flexible order served in the
community. All those sentenced to a CCO

mus t ab ide by basic co nditions such as not
reoffending and at least one other op tional
condition e.g. undertaking AOD treatment,
remain free of drugs and alco hol, be
supervised, abide by curfews, undertake
unpaid community work (Jan 16).

Minister for Youth A ffai rs, Ryan Smith,

| aunched the Victorian
Statement, Engage, Involve, Create . This
sought to increase opportunities to engage

WA Police issued a warning about a new
drug: MDPV (3,4

methylenedi oxyp yrovalerone). T hey noted
t hat dubbstaree has been linked to an
increa se in drug induced casualties in
hospitals in the eastern states, including

re ported fatal overdoses in South Australia
and Victoriao (Jan

New o6synthetic drugo
meth ylen edioxypyrovaler one) was added to

12) .

MD

Schedule 9 (Prohibited Substances) of th e

Poisons Act 1964 (WA), making it illegal
from Feb 10. MDPV is  structurally r
cathinone or MDMA and has effects i
anxiety, paranoia, acute cardiovascular and
central nervous system toxicity (Feb 8).

WA Night Venues and Entertainment Even
Project (NVEEP) coordinated by the Drug

elated to
ncluding

ts
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