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1. Identify the proportion of IDRS participants who report 
injecting drug use when they were last in prison, and what 
they were injecting;

2. Identify the risk behaviour patterns amongst people who inject 
drugs while in prison;

3. Identify what harm reduction measures people who inject 
drugs while in prison report as being available to them. 



• Recruited from NSPs in capital cities in each state

• Resident in city of interview for 10 of the last 12 months

• Injected drugs at least monthly in the past 6 months

• Structured interview on drug use and related issues

• 902 participants; median age 43; 68% male. 
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• Risk behaviour reduced outside of prison 
environment

• Prison is habit forming

• Messaging about re-use important



• 64% washed needle/syringe with bleach

• 41% washed needle/syringe with water



• 11% in relation to prescribed medication

• 10% in relation to illicit drugs

• 9% in relation to medication not 
prescribed to them



• 50% concern about contracting 
or transmitting BBV

• 33% injecting equipment not available



• Limited supply of injecting equipment 
increases risk behaviours

• More person centred harm reduction 
messaging needed



• NSP and OST coverage necessary in 
Australian prisons in order to meet the 
2030 goal of HCV elimination 

• NSP coverage will also reduce violence, 
and injecting related injuries associated 
with re-use. 





Funding:

• Australian Government Department of Health: for funding provided under the Drug and Alcohol Program

Drug Trends Team:

• National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre: Antonia Karlsson, Julia Uporova, Daisy Gibbs, Rosie Swanton, Olivia Price, 
Georgia Kelly, Timothy Dobbins, Louisa Degenhardt, and Michael Farrell

• Burnet Institute: Amy Kirwan, Cristal Hall, Campbell Aitken and Paul Dietze 
• School of Medicine, University of Tasmania: Callula Sharman and Raimondo Bruno
• National Drug Research Institute (WA): James Fetherston, Jodie Griggs, Seraina Agramunt and Simon Lenton
• Institute for Social Science Research, The University of Queensland (QLD): Catherine Daly, Jennifer Juckel, Leith Morris 

and Caroline Salom
• Northern Territory Department of Health (NT): Chris Moon

Other Acknowledgements:
• IDRS and EDRS participants: for the time they give to complete the interview
• UNSW Community Reference Panel: for peer review of the IDRS interview
• Data custodians: for the timely provision of data and input on analysis and interpretation
• Advisory Committee and stakeholders: for engagement with and input on Drug Trends
• Collaborators on 2019 questionnaire modules: Monica Barratt, Caitlin Hughes, Rachel Sutherland, Nadine Ezard, Robert 

Page, Penny Hill, Mark Stoove, Ashleigh Stewart, Leigh Coney, Michala Kowalski, Sam Colledge


