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• Significant delays in detecting and responding to 
increased health problems related to emerging 
substances in Australia 

• Nationally, uncoordinated health responses and anti-
public health media misrepresentation has contributed 
to a delay in access to quality information

• Recent cases highlight the urgency of an information 
exchange mechanism which involves various stakeholders 
and provides timely notification and communication of 
events of potential clinical and public health 
relevance

• Increasing proportion of people who use 
ecstasy/stimulants taking ‘unknown substances’(1 in 5) 
and increasing NPS

Background:

Kelly, Bruno & Peacock (2019). Recent use of ‘capsules contents unknown’ among a sample of people who 
frequently use ecstasy and other illicit stimulants in Australia. Drug Trends Bulletin Series. Sydney: 
NDARC UNSW Sdyney





The British Columbia Drug Overdose and Alert Partnership: 

Buxton,  Spearn, Amlani, Kuo, Lysyshyn, Young, Purssell, Papamihali, Mill, Shapiro ( 2019) The British Columbia Drug 
Overdose and Alert Partnership: Interpreting and sharing timely illicit drug information to reduce harms



Source and Description of Data Shared 



Prompt Response Network

• Build  on and share existing detection and response 
systems

• Allow for rapid communication of evidence-based 
scientifically sound data 

• Inform policy and practice

• Provide public health messaging 



Prompt Response Network 

Network Capacity





Drug Wire

• Internet-based real-time reporting system to rapidly identify 
and disseminate information on acute events of clinical and 
public health concern 

• Information is reported by consumers/healthcare 
providers/subscribers 

• Moderators review incoming and outgoing information. The ‘top 
moderator is responsible for reviewing and making an initial 
assessment

• Reports deemed relevant and potentially valid are sent to 
subject area moderators to further verification

• Key stakeholders will decide on the action to be taken

• The aim is for this process to take less than 24 hours



Proposed Model



Key Features  of Drug Wire

1. Consumer focused

2. Linking multiple data sources

3. Various target users:
• Consumers
• Clinicians 

• Toxicology
• Ambulance
• ED
• Alcohol and Drug

• Public health responders

4. Moderated forum emphasising   

public health messaging





Your Experience 



Clinical Report on New Psychoactive 
Drugs



Research opportunities

Australian research priority 
setting study (2019) 

Online survey plus expert opinion

1. Assess the feasibility of 
social media and other 
‘creative opportunities’ to 
alert consumers and reduce harm

2. Evaluate mechanisms and 
effectiveness of messaging and 
communication to health care 
providers that connects ‘early 
warning systems’ with harm 
reduction

3. Effectiveness of behaviour 
change communication with 
consumers



Drawing together a network of stakeholders, a model 
will be tested early-2020 for its feasibility to 
promptly communicate evidence-based scientifically-
sound information to inform policy and practice and 
deliver public health messaging to consumers.
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