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$630 million for over 800 innovative research projects 

 
The Turnbull Government will invest more than $600 million to support Australia’s world-leading 
researchers to find the next prevention of disease or cure as it continues to drive innovation in Australia, 
Minister for Health Sussan Ley announced today. 
 
Ms Ley said over 2,000 researchers would share in the $630 million for projects including: obesity 
prevention; cancer genomics and hereditary diseases; a new medication to help treat severe ice addiction; 
new treatment for drug-resistant depression; different treatments for PTSD and the impact shift working has 
on pregnancy outcomes. 
 
“This $630 million investment will enable our world-class and internationally-recognised researchers to 
develop the new treatments of the 21st century and beyond,” Ms Ley said. 
 
“The grants announced today will play an integral role in finding new approaches to prevention and 
treatments for ice addiction, post-traumatic symptom disorder, cancer, as well as new research to establish 
a link between shift work and pregnancy outcomes. 
 
“The projects span the full spectrum of health and medical research – from commercialising new ideas to 
improving healthcare delivery, to a basic understanding of diseases at genetic or molecular levels.” 
 
Ms Ley said the announcement includes $122 million for cancer research, $50 million for mental health 
research and $25 million for dementia research, amongst other diseases and conditions. The funding will 
support 836 projects and the work of approximately 2200 researchers. 
 
“Our research workforce is one of the strongest in the world and I have no doubt that through their 
expertise, talent and creativity, these researchers will make huge advances in improving human health,” Ms 
Ley said. 
 

Ms Ley said the establishment of the Medical Research Future Fund had sent a clear message that 
the Turnbull Government is “absolutely committed” to supporting health and medical research in 
Australia well into the future.  
 
“The landmark Medical Research Future Fund will identify and coordinate national health priorities, as well 
as continue to support individual research projects through the National Health and Medical Research 
Council,” Ms Ley said. 
 

“As a nation, it’s important we have clear national goals and priorities that allow us to deliver the game-
changing breakthroughs in medical research and technology that will go on to not only improve our 
individual lives and but the way we function and prosper as a nation,” Ms Ley said.   
 
“This is best delivered through a co-ordinated approach to investing in research spanning a range of 
projects and industries and that’s what we want from Australia’s new Medical Research Future Fund. 



 
“While the Turnbull Government is increasing medical research investment, Labor tried to cut over half 
a billion dollars from it instead.” 
 
National Health and Medical Research Council CEO Professor Anne Kelso said the announcement 
also included the second largest grant in NHMRC history, worth $25 million over five years.  
 
“Drawing together a national network of more than 80 team members, this potentially transformative 
project will examine how to use the extraordinary recent advances in human genetics to improve 
patient care in Australia,” Professor Kelso said. 
 
“The research funded today is at the forefront of our knowledge of health and disease. These grants 
will support Australia’s best new and established researchers working throughout the health and 
medical research sector – in universities, institutes, hospitals and primary health care.  
 
“They support discovery and innovation, development and clinical trials of new therapies and public 
health interventions, and improvements in healthcare delivery.” 
 
The grants were selected by independent panels which drew on the expertise of thousands of 
researchers to assess applications across 12 different NHMRC schemes.  
 
For specific information relating to individual grants visit the NHMRC website or contact the NHMRC media 
unit. 
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